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M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish C ouncil held on M onday 3rd February 2025 at 7pm  in the 
Village H all. 

Present – Cllr. Topley (Chair); Cllr. Purser; Cllr. M arrioƩ , Cllr. Sym ons; 4 m em bers of the public; Tam sin 
M ow at (Clerk), County Cllr. Jerry Brook 

M eeting opened at 7pm  

Agenda item A cƟon O w ner 
1) Public D iscussion:
Anne M ayes raised that the log lorry through the village is 
hazardous on the hill, is it the designated route or a diversion? 
Ask that they don’t have a trailer as w ell as a large lorry. 
Several parishioners have raised m ud on the roads lately. 
H ighw ays Act prohibits it. Byelaw  22 about cleaning tyres. 
Trees on the bank above Pound Lane that cam e dow n last 
w eek. Another tree on that bank looks precarious. Anne 
received an em ail from  Police: Good Sam  listing defibrillators 
but Bridford ones not on there. 

Cllr. Sym ons arrived at 19.04

Footpath w arden: grit box at the top of Poole H ill – new  box, 
top blow n open in w ind and full of w ater. D CC inform ed 25/1 
and now  been em ptied and replaced. H inge broken on grit bin 
outside the pub. N eed a sm aller bin to fit in the space. N eadon 
Lane accidents – post van overturned. Clerk to m eet w ith Ines 
from  D CC H ighw ays on 5/2/25. Another incident on the back 
road to Bridford near H eckland over Christm as w ith oil spilt. All
cleared up. Rut in road and dam aged bank and large stones 
m oved.  N eed som ething to w arn people about the height 
difference. 

Footpath w ith fence dow n – Clerk has reported to Ranger 
3/2/25. Issue has been going on for over 6 m onths. 

Contact Euro Forest re. 
concern over size of lorry 
through village

Contact D CC H ighw ays 
about tree on Pound Lane

Contact Good Sam  about 
defibrillators 

Inform  D CC about grit box 
at pub 

Contact Ines re. back lane 
safety check 

Contact D N P ranger re. 
footpath blockage 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

2) A pologies For A bsence: Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce – apologies 
accepted and approved by all, Cllr. Gallagher absent, D istrict 
Councillor Andy Sw ain – apologies received 
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3) M inutes – to approve and sign the M inutes of the m eeting 
held on M onday 6th January 2025 – approved and agreed 
by all. 

4) D eclarations O f Interest: N one
5) Review  action points from  previous m eeting – 
a) Clerk’s action points: Pound Lane layby and spring plate, 
D CC O fsted, D N P planning query, subm it Precept request to 
TD C, signpost parishioners to hardship fund etc. in U nity and 
on w ebsite/Facebook, annotate Travel Expenses policy, 
contact H ania re. internal audit, W estcott rocks. Q uery w idth 
of road and tarm ac under the grass as could be that the rocks 
are actually on the road that is ow ned by D CC. 
b) Councillors’ action points: Cllr. Topley: W hatsApp group for 
culvert clearing, Cllr. M arriott: Annual Parish M eeting plans 

Contact D CC H ighw ays re. 
W estcoƩ  rocks and w idth 
of road

Annual Parish M eeƟng 
proposal 

Clerk

PM  

6) D istrict and C ounty C ouncillor Reports (sum m arised here 
and full text available at the end of the m inutes and on the 
w ebsite). 
C ounty C llr. Jerry Brook com m ented on funding still available 
in Locality Fund, D evolution, O fsted.
D C  Purser talked about D evolution, TD C’s budget and planning

Put in bids for play park 
bench and APM  

Clerk and 
PM  

7) C hair’s Report - for inform ation only (sum m arised here and
full report available at the end of the m inutes and on the 
w ebsite). 
Thanks to the Clerk for sorting out the em ail system  
Asset m apping im portant – consider play park ow nership if 
devolution goes ahead 
Parish Plan m eeting on 12th Feb at 7pm  at Bridford Inn 

Cancel Vision ICT before 
April 

Check length of lease of 
play park 

Circulate verges 
m anagem ent plan and 
add to M arch agenda

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

8) PL A N N IN G
Planning A pplications - D artm oor N ational Park has asked for 
observations from  the Parish Council on the follow ing planning
applications:

Applications 

0019/25 - RetenƟon of agricultural equipm ent storage shed at 
Poole Farm , Bridford, Exeter, D evon, EX6 7H Y – BPC unhappy 
w ith retrospecƟve planning applicaƟons. Solar panels ought to 
be considered. D N P need to assess the need for such a building
on a sm all area of land. 

Standing orders suspended for m em ber of public to speak 

N eighbours not inform ed about applicaƟon; m ay be that 
offi cially you only have to put up a visible noƟce.  ApplicaƟon 

Check law  around 
inform ing neighbours of 
planning applicaƟons 

Subm it com m ents to 
D N PA Planning Portal 

Clerk

Clerk 
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described as retrospecƟve. N o agricultural need. Looks like old 
sum m er house has been replaced by shed and c. 10 feet high. 
Can’t be seen from  the road but does set an unfortunate 
precedent. N o details of size of building on D N PA or m aps to 
show  exact locaƟon. Planning site has been dow n so people 
can’t put objecƟons and queries on. 

Standing orders reinstated

0031/25 - Single storey extension to the rear of the exisƟng 
Inform aƟon Centre at Bridford W oodland Park, Bridford, Exeter
– support. 
0035/25 - ErecƟon of extension and terrace at Low er H eltor 
Farm , Bridford, Exeter, D evon, EX6 7EH  – support. 
D eterm ined 
D O C/0315/24 3 4 M r J  W ilson Chloe Allen H ew iƩ  Replace a flat
roof w ith a pitched roof on an exisƟng outbuilding M iddle H ole
Farm , Bridford, Exeter, D evon, EX6 7H U  - D ischarged
D O C/0316/24 3 4 M r J  W ilson Replace a flat roof w ith a pitched
roof on an exisƟng outbuilding M iddle H ole Farm , Bridford, 
Exeter, D evon, EX6 7H U  D ecision Issued - D ischarged 

Clerk 

9) FIN A N C E
E xpenditure

Incom e

N one this m onth 

E xpenditure 
Clerk’s salary January - £566.46 (reduced for Pension – see 
below ) SO
Clerk’s hom ew orking expenses - £6 per w eek SO
Clerk’s SIM  and data plan - £3.99 D D  per m onth 
H P Instant Ink £3.99 by SO  per m onth to Clerk as paid on 
Clerk’s ow n CC 
Clerk’s em ployee contribuƟon pension paym ent to N est 
Pensions (taken off salary) D D  £62.94
Em ployer’s contribuƟon to Clerk’s pension paym ent to N est 
Pensions D D  £18.88
U nity Trust Bank CC set up fee £50 (retrospecƟve paym ent) 
BACS 
Engraving of allotm ent w inners’ cup to Andy and Lynne 
Bornem isza £2.99 BACS 

Bank Reconciliation and Statem ent for January 2025  

C ouncil to resolve to accept the accounts – all agreed 

Subm it paym ents to bank 
to be authorised 

Clerk and 
signatories

10) Internal A uditor – to resolve to appoint H ania Lee of Lee 
AccounƟng as Council’s internal auditor for 2024/2025. 

Liaise w ith H ania over 
internal audit 

Clerk 
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Resolved – all in agreem ent. 

11) GriƩ er repairs – to resolve to agree on a schedule for 
repairs and cost. Anne M ayes Snow  w arden - suggested every 
other year for service. D uct tape needed to hold parts together
currently. Q uote from  Glasdon £306 including travel but not 
new  parts if needed. Andy does a large num ber of the call 
outs. Som e of the original volunteers from  2017 no longer 
taking part so a sm all group of dedicated volunteers currently 
m anning it. Agree to have griƩ er serviced every other year and
volunteers and top up. N eeds servicing sum m er 2025. All 
agreed. U se £250 set aside to pay for it plus any needed from  
the follow ing financial year as service biennial - all agreed. 

Contact Glasdon to 
arrange service 

Clerk 

12) Parish Plan (circulated prior to this m eeƟng) – to be 
discussed and targets agreed prior to Parish Plan m eeƟng on 
12th February 2025 – to be postponed unƟl aŌer Parish Plan 
m eeƟng 

Put Parish Plan on M arch 
agenda

Clerk

13) A nnual Parish M eeƟng – consider form at and date 
(betw een M arch 1st and June 1st) and agree budget – separate 
date. Chair to do Annual Report sum m ary and hand out hard 
copy. Invite all the people w ho w ere invited last year and any 
new  volunteers. Invite w hole parish. Refreshm ents and 
m ingling rather than speeches. D isplay boards and 
refreshm ents. Suggested date of Saturday 10th M ay (preferred) 
or 17th M ay. Advert to include celebraƟon of village volunteers 
at the Annual Parish M eeƟng. Clerk to update m eeƟng dates 
on w ebsite and send round to Councillors. Tim ing? 12pm . 
Lunch Ɵm e buffet and funding for that and acƟviƟes for the 
children to include fam ilies. Pow erPoint of photos of 
everything going on in the village. D isplays and food upstairs. 
Children can play dow nstairs and outside. 

Proposal for APM  funding 
applicaƟon by Feb 13th 
and U nity w ording by 
M arch 14th

Subm it bids for Locality 
Funding to D CC 

Check VH  availability for 
revised APM  date

PM

Clerk

Clerk 

Standing orders suspended to allow  m em ber of the public to 
speak 
14) VE  D ay – Pip M orrison aƩ ended to discuss and agree date 
and details of event and any budget needed. W ant to m ark the 
occasion but lim ited capacity to organise. Sm aller occasion to 
m ark it like the N orm andy boy event. Party in the village 
garden – m arquees if needed. Candles in jars to be light at dusk
(9 or 9.30pm ) – tea lights. Cakes, drinks and m usic from  the 
Ɵm e. Beacon w ould involve buses and quite a lot of 
organisaƟon in com parison to the expected turn out. Cllr. 
Sym ons offered to light a fire but not suffi cient interest or 
volunteers to arrange. Pub holding a get together as w ell.  

C ounty C llr. Jerry Brook arrived at 19.34

Standing orders reinstated. 

D etails of VE day 
celebraƟons to go in U nity
m agazine

JT and 
Clerk 
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15) Training for C ouncillors (Good Councillor guides circulated 
prior to m eeƟng) – discuss needs and prioriƟes as w ell as 
sources of online and printed inform aƟon – new  Councillors 
not had any training, longer standing Councillors have had 
som e but m ay need refreshers. Levels of know ledge vary and 
can be problem aƟc at m eeƟngs. If people could access training
online it w ould be helpful. Good Councillor Guides available as 
reference tools. It w ould be good if people could reflect on 
w here their gaps are and think about w hat 
training/inform aƟon is needed. 

Circulate latest D ALC 
training dates 

Councillors to reflect and 
idenƟfy training needs and
let Clerk/JT know

Clerk

All 
Councillors

16) C lerk’s report (for inform aƟon only)
Clerk’s em ail update 
ILCA update 
Procurem ent training 
CC update – online account 
Play area inspecƟon by RO SPA booked for M arch 
Pound Lane layby update 
N eadon Lane update 
Carton recycling trial by TD C – put in U nity m agazine 

Set up online account for 
CC

Carton recycling trial – put
in U nity m agazine

Clerk

Clerk 

17) C ouncillors’ reports and m eeƟngs aƩ ended (for 
inform aƟon only)
Sm aƩ er group/volunteering group/W hatsApp culvert clearing 
– to be discussed at Parish Plan m eeƟng – APM  event to push 
W hatsApp group 

D iscuss Sm aƩ er group and
W hatsApp com m unity 
group at Parish Plan 
m eeƟng 

JT

Item s for Inform ation - The next council m eeting w ill be on 
M onday 3rd M arch 2025 at 7pm  in the Village H all. 

M eeting closed at 21.02

E m ail inform aƟon 
D ALC bulleƟns - up to #4 (2025)
N ALC bulleƟns 
D N PA Planning applicaƟons 
D CC H ighw ays updates 
GriƩ er repair details 
Parish Plan 
Good Councillor Guide 
Good Councillor’s Guide to Finance 

Signed: D ate: 

Chair of Bridford Parish Council 
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CH AIR’S REPO RT – FEBRUARY 2025

O ver a couple of m onths our clerk has been having a lot of trouble w ith our current em ail provider,
Vision ICT. She has been locked out of the system  4 tim es, m ost recently after she had only sent one
em ail but w as m essaged to say she’d reached her daily sending lim it. In addition, Tam sin has tw ice
been random ly locked out w hilst w orking on em ails so w as unable to log back in or change her
passw ord. W hen this happens, it takes several phone calls to sort out and tw ice the autom ated
system  required a 24 hour w ait before being able to login again. O nce there w as a supposed spam
issue. Additionally, neither the provider Vision ICT nor the m ail host Rack Space can explain w hy this
keeps on happening and they are apparently unable to prevent it happening in the future.
In the face of this difficulty and the fact there is no cost to the parish council, a decision w as m ade in
betw een m eetings for Tam sin to set up a new  free Gm ail account for the Clerk’s em ails as an individual
rather than a business (w hich w ould incur a m onthly fee) and cancel the annual subscription to Vision ICT 
before it renew s in April (Cost currently £24 a year). Tam sin has altered all paperw ork and subscriptions to 
the new  contact em ail for the clerk: bridfordclerk@ gm ail.com

I recently attended a Sm aller Councils Training on the Governm ent’s D evolution plans and the
possible im pact on parish councils. M ost of the background inform ation has already been supplied to us by 
D istrict Councillors Purser and Sw ain so I feel no need to repeat this inform ation. There seem s to be a lot of
different view s and som e fears for potential change/s (as w ell as m any political view s w ith a big and sm all 
P), w hile things are unsettled and unclear. W hen the slides becom e available, I w ill circulate them  to
councillors. Im pact for us as a parish council at the m om ent:

1. Asset m apping w ill be im portant especially w here there are assets in the com m unity belonging to other 
authorities, in our case the Playpark. Anyw here else?
2. D ALC w ould like an A4 side of w here w e feel w e m ake a difference in our com m unity; evidence of the 
w ork w e do; w hat m akes our com m unity tick and our aspirations. D ALC w ants this by m id-February. I 
suggest w e rough this out at the Parish Plan M eeting on the 12th. Anyone unable to attend, please send 
m e ideas before the 12th. I w ill then collate all together and send to D ALC just in tim e – 
Rebecca@ devonalc.org.uk

O ther issues w ere w e should take extra care w ith precept raising over the next tw o years or so,
consider am algam ation on m ore projects w ith other local parish councils and keep an extra eye on
our Clerk’s w orkload and tim e. A rem inder that our Parish Plan M eeting w ill be held on February 12th 7pm  
at The Bridford Inn, parish councillors only, after w hich the plan w ill be circulated on the w ebsite for 
com m unity feedback. An updated version of our Parish Plan has been circulated to aid discussion.
At this m eeting the Playpark Action Plan w ill be discussed Lucy and Stephen Sm erdon have kindly planted 
out a little copse of trees in the Playpark; an article about this w ill be in M arch edition of Teign U nity. W e 
need to discuss w ith Graham  how  best to keep the grass dow n round them .  W ill he m ow  betw een or w ill 
he only be able to m ow  round the edge? If only round the edge w e w ould need to strim  in betw een 
periodically. I w ill speak to Graham  in due course and report back. Care depends m ainly on keeping the 
trees w atered if w e go to drought conditions (you never know ) and to check the tree guards for too m uch 
build up of grass (annually), m onitored by nom inated play park parish councillors and w ildlife w ardens 

mailto:Rebecca@devonalc.org.uk
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betw een them .

A Verges M anagem ent Plan has been updated by W ildlife W arden Lucy Sm erdon. It w ill be circulated 
follow ing this m eeting and be on the agenda for com m ents in M arch.
A Flooding W hatsApp has been postponed pending a decision about a Com m unity W hatsApp page
and finalisation of our draft Em ergency Plan.

County Councillor Jerry Brook’s report

Just over £4000 left in Jerry’s Locality Fund if there is a sm all project that benefits the com m unity needing 
funds - to be spent this financial year. Annual Parish M eeting? Celebrate volunteers in the village and 
encourage m ore volunteering in general. Put together a proposal and get back to Jerry. Play park bench. 
Allotm ent fencing m ore likely w ith D istrict Cllr. Sw ain. Cllr. Brook com m ented about D evolution. Cornw all 
not interested in joining D evon. Funding for D evon an issue. 500 000 voting residents per unitary area but 
som e w riggle room  on that. Election at CC level m ay not be held for 12 m onths. D evon and Torbay have 
already agreed to unite. W ider devolution proposed by Governm ent. Plym outh w ould have to take in 
surrounding areas. Exeter w anted to take in w ider area of East D evon/Crediton. 

O fsted report on Children’s Services not been issued since O fsted inspection in O ctober – Cllr. Brook to 
check but slow  progress to im prove due to pressures on service. £13 M illion overspend on SEN D  D ec 2024. 
Staffing issues continue. N ationw ide issues. 

D istrict Councillor Purser’s report 

CC elections due in M ay 2025 but Governm ent w anted to m ove ahead very quickly so considering 
postponing and having elections in M ay 2026 instead for new  authorities. D istrict Councils didn’t w ant this.
D istrict and County currently not agreeing so m ight risk being pushed through by Governm ent. Exeter and 
Plym outh Labour councils. Plym outh free port includes the w hole of D artm oor N ational Park. 

Teignbridge going through budget process. Public can still m ake com m ents on budget. M axim um  4.99%  
increase. D CC bigger increase and Police and Fire increases too. TD C bogged dow n in dem ocracy and 
political argum ents. 

Cllr. Purser and Cllr. Sw ain – planning case in Christow  – as Clllrs. no access to D N P planning to m ake m ore 
direct representation than public com m ents. N ot entitled to speak at m eetings regarding constituents’ 
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business to represent them . 


