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M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish C ouncil held on M onday 4th N ovem ber 2024 at 7pm  in the Village 
H all. 

Present – Cllr. Topley (Chair); Cllr. Purser; Cllr. Marriott, Cllr. Gallagher; Cllr. Symons, 2 members of 
the public; Tamsin Mowat (Clerk)

M eeting opened at 7pm
 

A genda item A cƟon O w ner 
1) Public D iscussion: Parishioner reported potholes near 
Poole Farm  took over a year to be repaired but have done a 
good job – best repair in 40 years. M ore potholes have 
appeared outside parishioner’s property. Inspector from  
H ighw ays cam e to check and w as told it w as surface 
degradation not a pothole. 

Parishioner raised concern over Teignbridge car parking fees 
increasing. Cllr. Purser reported that there has been a 
restructuring to try and save m oney - £2.6 m illion deficit so 
car parking is an incom e source. 

Footpath W arden reported that Pound Lane drains need 
cleaning and on N eadon Lane there is a safety issue w ith m ud
and stones. 

Spring plate at the bottom  of Pound Lane still an issue. A 
parishioner has raised it w ith D CC H ighw ays as w ell. 

C llr. Gallagher arrived at 19.07 

Feedback to Ines at 
D evon H ighw ays and 
check re. reporting 
degradation

Report N eadon Lane 
again to D CC but if no 
response then ask Cllr. 
Brook to request it on 
our behalf. Report Pound
Lane spring plate again. 

Clerk

Clerk

2) A pologies For A bsence: D istrict Cllr. Sw ain and Cllr. 
Ashenden-Pearce (fam ily illness) – absence approved 
3) D eclarations of Interest: Cllr. Gallagher declared an 

interest in a planning application. 
4) M inutes of m eeting on 7th O ctober 2024 approved and 
signed 
5) Review  acƟon points from  previous m eeƟng
a) Clerk’s action points: All in hand except Credit Card 
application, passw ords and play park bench quotes still to be 
com pleted due to w ork on budget being the priority this 
m onth. 
b) Councillors’ action points: Cllr. Topley – Biodiversity Plan 
and trees for play park; Councillor training - com pleted; 
allotm ent hedge cutting – w e need som eone to help w ith the
right equipm ent for inside hedge of allotm ents (Alex W eaving
to cut top of hedge); Parish Volunteer Aw ard Schem e – in 
progress; celebratory event and thanking everyone w ho 
contributes – som e form  of subtle thank you, report back in 
January; VE D ay celebrations.  

Credit card applicaƟon, 
passw ords and play park 
bench quote

Carry over Biodiversity 
plan and free trees 
schem e to February 
parish plan m eeƟng  

Check w ork on allotm ent
inside hedge and quote

Parish Volunteer Aw ard 
Schem e 

Clerk 

Cllr. Topley

Cllr. Sym ons

Cllrs. M arriot 
and Topley
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VE D ay celebraƟons
Cllr. M arrioƩ

6) D istrict and C ounty C ouncillor Reports: sum m arised here 
and full report available at the end of the m inutes and on the
w ebsite 
D istrict Cllr. Purser – issues w ith Local Authority accounts 
throughout the country and locally and a tw o-year back log 
to be cleared. 
TD C very short of m oney so w ant to sell som e assets 
Council tax w ill be set shortly – currently lim ited to 5%  rise 
N ational Insurance – Govt. w ill reim burse local authorities for
the cost.
Cllr. Gallagher com m ented that accounts for Local 
Authorities have not been looked at closely and m ay have 
been w hat has led to the challenging financial situation the 
Local Authority is currently in. 

7) C hair’s Report (for inform ation only) - sum m arised here 
and full report available at the end of the m inutes or on the 
w ebsite: thanks to Anne M ayes for organising drinks for the 
Snow  team  w ho run the gritter, Clerk’s Pension and leave 
arrangem ents agreed, Three Parishes’ m eeting feedback and 
Virtual attendance at m eetings consultation. 

8) PLA N N IN G
Planning A pplications - D artm oor N ational Park has asked for
observations from  the Parish Council on the follow ing 
planning applications:
ApplicaƟons
D O C/0123/24 3 - Tw o agricultural buildings, one for livestock 
and one for agricultural storage Barytes, Bridford, Exeter, 
D evon, EX6 7JD  – no com m ents 
D ecisions 
0236/24 W estcoƩ  D airy, Bridford – Grant of condiƟonal 
planning perm ission 
D O C/0123/24 3 - Tw o agricultural buildings, one for livestock 
and one for agricultural storage Barytes, Bridford, Exeter, 
D evon, EX6 7JD  - Part D ischarged, Part not D ischarged 
0236/24 - RetrospecƟve applicaƟon to retain engineering 
w orks associated w ith exisƟng farm yard W estcoƩ  D airy Road 
from  Plaston Green to Plaistow  Green, Bridford, Exeter, EX6 
7EJ - Grant CondiƟonally 

9) FIN A N C E
E xpenditure 
Clerk’s salary O ctober - £611.10 SO  
Clerk’s hom ew orking expenses - £6 per w eek SO
Clerk’s SIM  and data plan - £3.99 D D
H P Instant Ink £3.99 by SO  to Clerk as paid on Clerk’s ow n CC 

Banking 

Check and authorise 
paym ents

Clerk 

Cllrs. Purser 
and M arrioƩ
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RBL W reath for Rem em brance to Tam sin M ow at as paid by 
CC - £24.49 BACS
Cllr. Topley food and drinks for Three Parishes’ M eeting - 
£48.29 BACS
Clerk’s pay: N ational pay aw ard backdated pay increase from  
April 2024: April to July £39.04 and August-O ctober £54.90 so
total of £93.94 back pay - BACS and from  N ovem ber onw ards 
m onthly salary increases to £629.40 per m onth – Clerk to 
am end Standing O rder and update PAYE 

Incom e 
Allotm ent rents received: 
£45 BACS 
£15 BACS 

Bank Reconciliations and Statem ents for O ctober 2024.  
C ouncil resolved to accept the accounts - Cllr. Topley 
proposed and all agreed.
10) Budget – discussed item  by item  and issues noted and 
resolved. 
ElecƟon conƟngency – factor in for 2026/7 
Allotm ent rents – consider increasing allotm ent rents for 
2025/6 – Clerk to add to June agenda. D eer fencing issue 
needs to be resolved. 
Precept – could request to raise by 10%  potenƟally but need 
to consider all figures once finalised. 

See detailed budget for 
queries and issues to 
resolve – cross check 
against headline budget 
and resolve tw o sets. 
Circulate to Councillors 
for consideraƟon and 
carry over Budget and 
Precept item s to 
January’s agenda. 

D eer fencing – ask Andy 
Sw ain about funding 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk

11)  Precept – m ove to January and resolve to accept once all
figures seƩ led and agreed 

Resolve queries and send
revised budget to 
Councillors ahead of the 
January m eeƟng. 

Prepare Q 3 expenditure 
figures and revise end of 
year predicƟons in Q 4 – 
plan in for January’s 
m eeƟng.

Clerk

Clerk 

12) Policies: 
a. GiŌ policy – agreed and approved 
c. Absence and apologies policy – agreed and approved 

Add date approved to 
boƩ om  of both policies

Clerk 

13) D N PA  cam paign for 20 m ph speed lim its in tow ns and 
villages across D artm oor – rep. needed for m eeƟng on 6th 
D ecem ber. U nfortunately, no one able to aƩ end. Cllr. Purser is
going to the D N PA Forum  m eeƟng in N ovem ber. 
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14) GriƩ er servicing – considered opƟons and agreed every 
three years as m oney to be put aside in the budget and 
annually just keep clean and w ashed by griƫ ng team . 

15) A nnual Parish M eeƟng – consider Ɵm ing and form at for 
2025 and agree – postpone to January 

Add to January agenda Clerk

16) C lerk’s report (for inform aƟon only)
Budget 
Locality funding applicaƟon for Acorn update 
Allotm ent rents
Skip service update 
BuƩ s Close parking update 
LeƩ er in support of BaƩ ery Safety Bill sent to Baroness Jones
Fete and clothing bank cheques paid in 
Response from  Stagecoach received to say they are 
considering our request for an aŌernoon service back to 
Exeter 
Public toilet consultaƟon by TD C

17) C ouncillors’ reports and m eeƟngs aƩ ended (for 
inform aƟon only)
N o reports this m onth 
Item s for Inform ation - The next council m eeting w ill be on 
M onday 6th January 2025 at 7pm  in the Village H all. N ote 
that there is no m eeting in D ecem ber. 

E m ail inform aƟon 
D ALC bulleƟns - up to #50
N ALC bulleƟns 
D N PA Planning applicaƟons 
D ALC training 
GiŌ policy 
Absence and apologies policy 
D raŌ  2025/6 budget docum ents 

M eeting closed at 8.58pm  

Signed: D ate: 

Chair of Bridford Parish Council 

Cllr. Purser’s report N ovem ber 2024 

Full council m eeting last Tuesday; issues w ith Local Authority accounts throughout the country: last tw o 
years of accounts (21/22 and 22/23) not been signed off so large backlog but accepted that they are fine – 
full audit due for 23/24. Very lengthy docum ents. TD C very short of m oney so w ant to sell som e assets 
including O ld Forde H ouse – Grade 1 listed and expensive to m aintain and m ore w orking from  hom e. Lido 
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in Teignm outh w as debated. D aw lish Brook silted up and needs attention but m oney lim ited. Council tax 
w ill be set shortly – currently lim ited to 5%  rise and Governm ent settlem ent for m ore m oney to local 
councils but unclear w here it w ill go. N ational Insurance – w ill reim burse local authorities for the cost. Cllr. 
Gallagher com m ented that accounts for Local Authorities have not been looked at closely and m ay have 
been w hat has led to the challenging financial situation the Local Authority is currently in. 

CH AIR’S REPO RT – N O VEM BER 2024

The Clerk’s pension, to w hich she is legally enƟtled, has been agreed w ith a decision m ade to go w ith N EST; 
costs to the council as em ployer w ill be idenƟfied in the budget agenda item  at tonight’s m eeƟng.  U npaid 
parental leave and carer’s leave enƟtlem ent have been discussed and agreed.

W e had a very successful griƫ ng team  thank you gathering yesterday lunchƟm e at the Bridford Inn, 
refreshm ents provided through the Chair’s allow ance and a generous £50.00 donaƟon from  a parishioner. 
W e have three new  volunteers. H earƞelt thanks to all the volunteers.

W e had several com plaints from  villagers about farm  lorries com ing through the village late into the night, 
w aking som e people up; the disturbance proved to be short-lived and no acƟon w as thought to be 
necessary, especially since Bridford is a m ixed rural area.

The hedges have all been cut along Pound Lane. Feedback from  parishioners is that there is m uch relief. I 
w ould like to thank those living along Pound Lane w ho w ere co-ordinated by Alex W eaving to allow  their 
hedges to be cut at the sam e Ɵm e; it is really appreciated.

W e hosted a successful Three Parishes m eeƟng; it w as interesƟng to share issues of com m on concern. As a 
result of the m eeƟng, D unsford has agreed to share their Em ergency Plan w ith us. O nce their plan com es, I 
w ill com plete w ork on ours w hich is nearly ready and circulate it hopefully in Ɵm e for the January 2025 
M eeƟng.

D ark Skies w as also discussed at the Three Parishes M eeƟng. There are proacƟve and know ledgeable 
people leading this w ork in D unsford. As a result of discussion, I have contact w ith a nam ed parish 
councillor from  D unsford and have asked Joseph D unkley to be our Parish Council link. H e has kindly agreed
and contact has been m ade. I w ill therefore transfer the lead on this to Joseph but keep in touch w ith him  
on the issue.

I hope to have our GiŌs, Giving and D onaƟons policy ready for January as w ell as our policy for claim ing 
Travel Expenses.

As w e have seen from  D ALC, the governm ent has announced a consultaƟon on allow ing parish councils to 
use virtual aƩ endance at council m eeƟngs. The consultaƟon has a closing date of D ecem ber 19th 2024.  As 
w e have a full agenda today and no m eeƟng in D ecem ber, I think it best if those of us w ho are interested 
com plete the consultaƟon independently: 

hƩ ps://w w w .gov.uk/governm ent/consultaƟons/enabling-rem ote-aƩ endance-and-proxy-voƟng-at-local-
authority-m eeƟngs?utm _cam paign=Chief% 2BexecuƟve% 2527s% 2BbulleƟn% 2B-
% 2B25% 2BO ctober% 2B2024% 2B% 2528Special% 2BediƟon% 2529& utm _m edium =em ail   

W e can then discuss on a future agenda w hen m ore concrete inform aƟon becom es available. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-%2B25%2BOctober%2B2024%2B%2528Special%2Bedition%2529&utm_medium=email
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-%2B25%2BOctober%2B2024%2B%2528Special%2Bedition%2529&utm_medium=email
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-%2B25%2BOctober%2B2024%2B%2528Special%2Bedition%2529&utm_medium=email

