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M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish C ouncil held on M onday 2nd Septem ber 2024 at 7pm  in the 
Village H all. 

Present – Cllr. Topley (Chair); Cllr. Purser; Cllr. M arrioƩ , Cllr. G allagher; Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce, Cllr. Sym ons, 8
m em bers of the public; Tam sin M ow at (Clerk)

M eeting opened at 7.00pm  

Agenda item A cƟon O w ner 

1) Public D iscussion:

Parishioners raised the follow ing issues w hich w ere discussed, and actions agreed 
upon: passing on thanks for the grass cutting in the allotm ents, hedge cutting on 
Pound Lane and Stone Lane at junctions due to visibility issues (responsibility of 
landow ners and Parish Council), Tick Lane closure affecting the bus to Bridford, 
field shelters that have been erected in fields close to Poole. 

The Footpath W arden raised that in the W oodland Trust at W estcott W ood the 
trees have been trim m ed as prom ised. Fence falling dow n on footpath betw een 
W elcom be/Pooks and the back road to Christow . Cllr. Purser contacted DN P 
Ranger and they w ill get the fence posts replaced to straighten up the fence. Paths 
responsibility of DN P but hedges responsibility of landow ner so can be trim m ed by 
Footpath W arden. 

A parishioner raised land they’d recently purchased w ith tw o others on Pound Lane
– betw een Seven View s and the Lim e K iln. 8 acres sm allholding w ith a view  to 
starting a m icro dairy and increase production to be producing local food. Also 
im port and sell scythes and do courses in scything. Parishioners w elcom e to look 
around. Planning perm ission put in for a barn. Looking for affordable 
accom m odation locally. 

Thanks to be 
passed on to 
G raham

Raise hedge 
cuƫ ng for 
visibility w ith 
Ines Pfister, DCC
Highw ays 

Follow  up w ith 
DN PA planning 
offi cer re. 
further field 
shelters as 
previously 
raised

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

2) A pologies For A bsence: District Cllr. Andrew  Sw ain

3) M inutes – to approve and sign the M inutes of the m eeting held on M onday 1st 
July 2024. Approved and signed. 

Post m inutes to 
w ebsite 

Clerk

4) D eclarations O f Interest: Cllr. Sym ons declared an interest in W est Dow n Farm  
planning decision
5) A llotm ent judging results and cup presentaƟon to w inners – Stephen Sm erdon 
presented the cup to the w inners Andy and Lynne Bornem isza

6) D istrict and C ounty C ouncillor Reports 
Cllr. Purser – August very quiet. Audit m eeting of TDC accounts has taken place. 
County Cllr. Jerry Brook: August recess of the Council. Discussed locality funding 
application and local road closures. (Full report at end of m inutes and on w ebsite)
7) C hairm an’s Report (for inform ation only) Chair reported back on public 
consultation about the play park at the Bridford Village Fete (full report at end of 
m inutes and on the w ebsite).

TVCH m eeƟng 
m inutes to be 
available on 
w ebsite 

Clerk to 
check
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8) PLA N N IN G
Planning A pplications - Dartm oor N ational Park has asked for observations from  
the Parish Council on the follow ing planning applications:

ApplicaƟons: 
0275/24 - ErecƟon of roof over exisƟng livestock yard at Seven Acre Farm , Bridford, 
Exeter, Devon, EX6 7AR – no objecƟons – ideal opportunity for solar panels to be 
installed on the roof 
DO C/0361/23 4 5 – Discharge of condiƟons - ErecƟon of tem porary agricultural 
w orkers dw elling w ith associated w orks - W estcoƩ  Dairy Road from  Plaston G reen 
to Plaistow  G reen, Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7EJ – no com m ent 
0315/24 - Replace a flat roof w ith a pitched roof on an exisƟng outbuilding and 
erect a Ɵm ber clad poƫ ng shed/greenhouse aŌer dem oliƟon of an exisƟng 
greenhouse at M iddle Hole Farm , Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7HU  – full planning 
perm ission – no objecƟon 
0316/24 - Replace a flat roof w ith a pitched roof on an exisƟng outbuilding and 
erect a Ɵm ber clad poƫ ng shed / greenhouse aŌer dem oliƟon of an exisƟng 
greenhouse at M iddle Hole Farm , Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7HU  – listed building 
consent – no objecƟon 
0344/24 - Tim ber barn and covered yard at Disused Q uarry, South of Pound Lane, 
Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7LQ  – no draw ings to see w hat the barn w ill look like (prior 
noƟficaƟon) Parishioner’s com m ent: elevaƟons w ere subm iƩ ed to DN PA Planning 
(hand delivered) but seem  to have been lost in the process. Roof Ɵles proposed for 
roof. Clerk w ill em ail DN P Planning Authority to request elevaƟons.
 
County Cllr. Jerry Brook arrived 19.35 

Decisions:
0196/24 - Replacem ent store/w orkshop, Higher Pooks, Bridford, Exeter, Devon, EX6
7JA – condiƟonal planning perm ission granted 
0209/24 - VariaƟon of condiƟon 2 of approved planning ref: 0211/23 - loŌ  
conversion/roof rebuild, and internal/external alteraƟons, Higher Pooks, Bridford, 
Exeter, Devon, EX6 7JA
0017/24 - Establish law ful use cerƟficate of caravan as dw elling – W est Dow n Farm , 
M oretonham pstead, N ew ton Abbot, Devon, TQ 13 8SJ - cerƟficate issued – Cllr. 
Sym ons declared an interest 
0275/24 - ErecƟon of roof over exisƟng livestock yard, Seven Acre Farm , Bridford, 
Exeter, Devon, EX6 7AR – grant of condiƟonal planning perm ission 

Send planning 
com m ents to 
DN PA Planning 
dept

Clerk

9) FIN A N C E
E xpenditure
Clerk’s salary – SO  of £325.92 and BACS additional paym ent of £285.18 for August 
to total £611.10 and SO  of £611.10 from  28th Septem ber 2024 onw ards, as per the 
am ended contract to be signed here w ith new  hours and salary, as previously 
agreed at July m eeting and w hich com m enced on 1st August 2024 
Clerk’s hom ew orking expenses - £6 per w eek by standing order
Clerk’s SIM  and data plan - £0.49 DD
Repairs to leaking pipe in allotm ent - £30.50 BACS (retrospective approval) 
Clerk’s online finance training course fee – DALC - £36 BACS attended 9th July 2024
(retrospective approval) 

Banking and 
W hatsApp 
rem inders to 
Councillors to 
authorise 
paym ents

Clerk
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O ffice supplies: stapler, staples, folder, biros, post its, clips - £33.10 by BACS to 
Clerk as bought on Am azon by CC 
Village Hall hire for Parish Council m eetings January to July 2024 - £112.50 BACS
Post O ffice use of Village Hall January to July 2024 - £174.00 BACS

Bank Reconciliations and Statem ents for July and August 2024.  
Council to resolve to accept the accounts. Proposed by Cllr. M arriott and seconded 
by Cllr Purser.
10) W histleblow ing policy – to be approved and adopted. All in agreem ent. U pload to 

w ebsite
Clerk

11) C redit C ard for expenditure – to agree if w e should apply for U nity Bank credit 
card. £50 fee w ith £3 per m onth fee. Discussed pros and cons. All agreed to apply 
for U nity Credit Card w ith £500 credit lim it. 

Apply for Credit 
Card w ith U nity 
Bank

Clerk 

12) O bjecƟves of the C ouncil to be agreed for the follow ing year to inform  budget 
planning (budget to be agreed N ovem ber m eeƟng for January 2025). Clerk’s 
pension. Councillors to consider objecƟves and let Clerk and other Councillors 
know . Play park funding? 

Look into Clerk’s
pension 
Check play park 
funding 
and bench w ith 
Cllr. Brook

Clerk

13) Gov.uk em ail system  – discuss and agree w hether to im plem ent and Ɵm escale. 
Discussion around pros and cons. Costs seem  to be unclear and am ount of w ork 
involved. W ould need to consider w ebsite and em ails. Consider security factors and
W hatsApp. Consider transparency. 

Further research
and consider 
next steps 
Add to agenda 
for Three 
Parishes’ 
M eeƟng

Clerk 

Clerk

14) Play park – plan needed for im provem ents and Locality Funding applicaƟon. 
Cllr. Sym ons to m ake repairs to play park gate, rem ove bin and treat fort. N o 
parking sign on pedestrian gate needed and chat to residents. Clerk to contact 
Teign Housing re. parking in BuƩ s Close, increase in vehicles, obstrucƟng access to 
play park – consider dropping kerb for residents to allow  parking in front of 
properƟes. 

Plan for 
developm ent of 
park for O ctober
m eeƟng 

Contact Teign 
Housing re. 
parking in BuƩ s 
close 

Cllr. 
Topley 
and Cllr.
Ashend
en-
Pearce
Clerk

15) H edgerow  and w ildlife m anagem ent and tree planƟng – next steps to be 
agreed. Lucy Sm erdon has sent details to support decision m aking. G rants and 
advice to farm ers and landow ners from  DEFRA already in place and up to each 
individual landow ner to decide. Biodiversity acƟon plan - could be w riƩ en and 
incorporated into Parish Plan for the land that Parish Council m anages in the 
village. Play park - although m aking a m aze w as considered a good idea in principle,
the Parish Council has previously agreed to keep grass short to m inim ise risk of Ɵcs,
glass, stones, etc. Free tree schem e sƟll available. Top and end hedges could be 
reinforced. A planƟng schem e for the top end that w ould provide a natural play 
area for w as thought to be an excellent idea. W ildlife w arden and Chair w ill m eet 
about this in due course.

Post arƟcle on 
Hedgerow  
m anagem ent to 
U nity m agazine 
and w ebsite

M eet w ith LS to 
discuss and plan

Clerk 

Cllr. 
Topley 

16) A llotm ent hedge cuƫ ng – discuss and decide. Ask Lucy about best w ay to 
m anage hedges in allotm ent. Hedge on lane cut by volunteers. O ther side needs 
doing. Clerk to check am ount available in allotm ents fund. M anual cut due to 
access. c.£250 all in agreem ent if available in budget. 

Check am ount 
available in the 
budget 

Ask FL and/or 
G D

Clerk 

Cllr. 
Topley
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17) Volunteering in Teignbridge – Aw ard Cerem ony on 15th N ovem ber – discuss 
possibility of nom inaƟng a volunteer or organisaƟon from  our Parish

To discuss by 
em ail at later 
date

Cllr. 
Topley 

18) D evon and C ornw all police C ouncillor advocate Schem e – Cllr. Purser to 
conƟnue as already an advocate. 
19) Three parishes’ m eeƟng – date agreed for Tuesday 15th O ctober 7-9pm . Cllrs. 
Topley, M arrioƩ  and Purser to aƩ end. Tea, biscuits and sandw iches from  Chair’s 
budget. Cllrs Topley and M arrioƩ  w ill prepare the tea.

Send date to 
Dunsford and 
Christow  Clerks. 
Book Village 
Hall. 

Clerk

20) VE  D ay M ay 8th - councils are being encouraged to light beacons and lights of 
peace at 9.30pm  - plus parƟes - decide if the Parish Council w ants to be involved. 

Carry over to 
O ctober 
m eeƟng

Clerk

C lerk’s report for inform aƟon only 
South W est W ater update 
Highw ays – Pound Lane, Valley Road, m eeƟng w ith Ines Pfister from  DCC
Training aƩ ended – Finance course for new  Clerks – passw ords, credit card and VAT 
reclaim ing and G ov.uk dom ain 
VAT claim  
W elcom e book and w ebsite 
LeƩ er of thanks to Penny Clapham  
Pension schem e 

SW  w ater 
update - 
sum m arise and 
add to end of 
m inutes for 
w ebsite

Clerk

C ouncillors reports for inform aƟon only 
Cllr. Sym ons - Road dow n past the new  dairy to W estcoƩ : Sat N avs sending people 
dow n there but need to be w inched out. Sign needed to ask people not to go dow n
there w ith HGVs – roots grow ing out of hedges so lane very narrow . W hat three 
w ords: beep.random .instructs Sign at Thorn Cross: item s.preparing.everybody 

Em ail Ines at 
DCC Highw ays 
to ask advice 

Clerk

E m ail inform aƟon 
DALC bulleƟns #27-36 (sent 4/7/24-21/08/24)
Report on Devon’s village halls (sent 11/07/24) 
N ALC bulleƟns (sent 11/07/24-14/08/24)
W oodland creaƟon proposal Robertsacre (sent 11/07/24)
BaƩ eries bill cam paign inform aƟon (sent 16/07/24) 
Highw ays update on road patch m arkings (sent 16/07/24) 
DN PA Developm ent M anagem ent Com m iƩ ee M eeƟng (sent 18/07/24)
DN PA Planning applicaƟons (sent 18/07/24-21/08/24)
DCC update (sent 26/07/24)
Devon and Cornw all Police m essage via TDC (sent 14/08/24) 

M eeƟng finished at 21.09 

Date of next m eeƟng M onday 7th O ctober 2024. 

Signed: Date: 

Chair of Bridford Parish Council 
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C ounty C ouncillor Jerry Brook’s report: 

Recess in August so not m uch going on to report from  the Council. 

Cllr. Brook asked about Acorn – how  funding from  the locality funding application m ight be used. Cllr. 
Topley explained about the discussion w ith Acorn w as around how  to expand their offer for carers for all 
the local villages from  G P Surgery at Christow  and surrounding areas to go out and visit carers and increase
volunteer visits. Is there any funding for infrastructure? N ed Care does personal care but Acorn doesn’t 
offer that so they com plem ent each other. Cllr. Brook has already agreed to support N ed Care in N orthern 
Dartm oor. Funding available in the region of £800-900. O n a past annual basis, how  m any people have they
actually supported in the Teign Valley? People living on their ow n – this sort of organisation can support. 
Acorn looking into a bespoke, individualised plan to support them  in a care in the com m unity sort of role. 

A lot of local disruption w ith road closures. Council have asked Highw ays to specify on road closure signs 
w here the closures are so that people can choose other routes. 

C hair of Bridford Parish C ouncil’s report:

W e are very pleased to report that our clerk Tam sin M ow at has successfully passed her probaƟonary period
and is now  a perm anent em ployee of the Parish Council. W e have agreed that annual appraisal w ill take 
place every February.

Since the last m eeƟng the allotm ents have been judged by Lucy and Stephen Sm erdon w ith Lynne and 
Andy Bornem usza com ing aw ay w ith the cup. CongratulaƟons to them  and thanks to the judges.

W e have sent our leƩ er of support for the Lithium  ion baƩ eries Bill.

W e enjoyed Bridford Village Fete in July. W e had som e interesƟng conversaƟons and sharing of opinions. A 
leƩ er w as sent to the fete Chair and Com m iƩ ee thanking them  for organising such a good day. 

O ur consultaƟon focus w as on the Playpark, about w hich overall people w ere very posiƟve. Fam ilies liked 
the BM X track, the zip w ire and the fact that there w as a reasonably good m ix for all ages. W e received 
several queries and suggesƟons for consideraƟon: m ore flow ers; idenƟfying an area w here dogs can be 
allow ed; football posts; m onkey bars; a sm aller slide for the youngest ones. The latch gate needs repair; a 
no parking sign on the gate to allow  pram  and w heelchair access; grass needs cuƫ ng everyw here; paint the
fort. All suggesƟons are being considered and repairs are in hand. Cllr Sym ons has agreed to lead on the 
gate and the fort, as w ell as rem oval of the bin, w hich is not only a risk hazard but from  next financial year 
TDC have said w e w ould have to pay if w e conƟnue to w ant the bin em pƟed. As the cost is considered too 
expensive for a regular com m itm ent, first the bin w ill sim ply be rem oved and a noƟce provided idenƟfying 
three bins available for rubbish at the top of BuƩ s Close. Cllr Topley and Lou LucraŌ had a w orking party to 
cut back invasive bam boo and clean up sheep and bird droppings from  under som e equipm ent. Further 
clean-up of bird droppings is considered to be parental risk at the m om ent, but purchase of a deterrent to 
run along the horizontal pole w hich w ould prevent birds from  alighƟng is on the list for consideraƟon. 

There are a lot of good ideas for the Playpark but at the m om ent there is a capacity issue so plans w ill have 
to be prioriƟsed; a visit is required by idenƟfied parish councillors to w ork out a m anageable acƟon plan for
Playpark w ork. I suggest this is com bined w ith a visit from  the W ildlife w arden to discuss ideas for planƟng 
(see agenda item  15) 
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O ther consultaƟon feedback:                                                                                                                             

LighƟng: “I w ould like the lighƟng to be turned off betw een 11pm  and 6am ”. I intend to lead on this as the 
evenings draw  in. Speeding: “I w ould like a 20m ph lim it for M oreton Road” from  one parishioner                    
Tw o  people expressed an interest in becom ing a councillor, but at the Ɵm e of w riƟng the first  w as unable 
to m ake a regular com m itm ent to M onday evenings and the other w asn’t ready yet                                           
A gym  – there w as talk of  this for the W oodland Park a couple of years ago, but the idea did not m aterialise
“G et up a SkiƩ les Team  for the Playpark” for the w inter tournam ent. A parishioner has been trying to 
organise this but so far has had no luck recruiƟng.

Speeding in the village w as discussed at the last m eeƟng; this is a chronic problem  for w hich there seem  to 
be no clear soluƟons. There are sƟll three 20s plenty signs to go up; apologies that this job is sƟll 
outstanding, though it is in hand.

The W elcom e Book is now  updated. Paper copies are ready to give to our Teign U nity Co-ordinator. 
Volunteers w ho deliver Teign U nity are the first to idenƟfy and w elcom e new com ers. Thanks to N ige Skelly 
w ho has kindly finalised the booklet and prepared a copy for Bridford Parish W ebsite

TVCH RepresentaƟon - Joseph Dunkley conƟnues to represent Bridford at the Com m iƩ ee m eeƟngs and to 
forw ard m inutes. A Book Exchange has recently been set up in the hall. M inutes available on Bridford 
W ebsite.

The Year in the Life Book Proposal has been shelved – parishioner has decided against the project 

U pdate from  South W est W ater regarding a query a Parishioner raised at the July m eeƟng regarding the 
w ater tank at Bridford:

1. Details of the regular round of w ater quality tesƟng

 A ll of our sites are visited on a regular basis and reservoirs are visited w eekly by our W ater Q uality 
Specialists w ho sam ple to ensure the reservoir is operaƟng as expected. 

You can also view  the local W ater Q uality Report for your area on our w ebsite by inpuƫ ng your postcode. 
Please see Your drinking w ater | South W est W ater for m ore inform aƟon.

 2. Details of the last Ɵm e the w ater tank at B ridford w as checked and specifically the valve on the tank

 A s m enƟoned above, w e visit all reservoir sites on a w eekly basis alongside addiƟonal visits from  Site 
M anagers. Furtherm ore, all m ains and valves w ere surveyed follow ing the Brixham  incident to ensure there 
are no further com plicaƟons elsew here on our netw ork. N o concerns w ere raised over the Bridford site.

 3. A ny details of a site visit and the findings of that visit, if one has been undertaken recently

 The findings of our surveys show ed no com plicaƟons w ith the site in quesƟon and all equipm ent is at a 
suitable standard for daily operaƟon. W e w ill conƟnue to aƩ end on a regular basis to ensure w e are 
providing clean, safe drinking w ater.

 

https://www.southwestwater.co.uk/household/your-services/your-water

