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M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish Council held on M onday 1st July, 2024 at 7pm  in the Village Hall. 

Present – C llr. Topley (C hair); C llr. Purser; C llr. Marriott, C llr. Symons; 1 member of the public; Tamsin 
Mowat (C lerk)

M eeting opened at 7.00pm  

1)  PU BLIC DISCU SSIO N

Parishioner raised issue of Bridford’s w ater supply, after the recent contam ination issue in Brixham , and 
w ould like South W est W ater (SW W ) to be contacted by Parish Council as the w ater supply is in a corner of 
a field surrounded by cattle. Clerk to contact SW W  and report back by next m eeting in Septem ber. 

Parishioner also raised that Pound Lane hedges are grow ing so fast. Clerk to em ail Ines Pfister at DCC 
Highw ays to ask for safety cut for Pound Lane again. 

Parishioner reported that, after a conversation w ith local w aste contractors, com postable bags are not 
helpful for com postable w aste as they get stuck in the com poster; alternatives such as new spaper, etc 
should be used. Clerk to add to U nity m agazine piece for August. 

2) A pologies For A bsence: Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce, Cllr. G allagher and Cllr. Sw ain – all apologies accepted. 

3) M inutes – to approve and sign the M inutes of the m eeting held on the 10th June 2024 and the m inutes 
of the Annual Parish M eeting held on 10th June 2024 also. Cllr. Purser proposed and Cllr. M arriott 
seconded. 

4) Declarations O f Interest: N one. 

5) W elcom e to Sean Sym ons as new  Parish Councillor – Cllr. Topley w elcom ed Sean and he joined the 
m eeting, having signed the declaration of acceptance before the m eeting. Clerk to send Cllr. Sym ons 
new  Councillor training dates, em ail details to set up and add to Councillors m ailing list and Cllr. 
M arriott to add to Councillors’ W hatsApp group.

6) District and County Councillor Reports – sum m arised here and full text available on the w ebsite

District Cllr. Purser reported on the proposed refurbishm ent of Q ueen Street in N ew ton Abbot. O therw ise 
all relatively quiet due to the election. 

County Cllr. Brook arrived at 7.13pm  
Devon County Council (DCC) report on concerns over Special Educational N eeds and Disabilities (SEN D) 
overspend and im pact on children and young people. Highw ays issues around resurfacing on B3193 Valley 
Road. Clerk to m eet w ith Ines in Septem ber to discuss all outstanding Highw ays issues. 

7) Chair’s Report (for inform ation only) - sum m arised here and full report available on the w ebsite 

Cllr. Topley reported on fete preparations, plans for the play park and lighting issues 

8) PLA N N IN G
Planning A pplications - Dartm oor N ational Park has asked for observations from  the Parish Council on the 
follow ing planning applications:
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ApplicaƟons: 

0236/24 - RetrospecƟve applicaƟon to retain engineering w orks associated w ith exisƟng farm yard at 
W estcoƩ  Dairy Road from  Plaston G reen to Plaistow  G reen, Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7EJ – no objecƟons noted

0250/24 - To retain an exisƟng m obile hom e as perm anent accom m odaƟon for an agricultural w orker at 
Seven Acre Farm , Bridford, Exeter, EX6 7AR – no objecƟons as long as retained for an agricultural w orker 
and if need for this w as no longer there it should be rem oved – should be Ɵed to this as a condiƟon 

Decisions:

Robertsacre appeal decisions - appeals against enforcem ent noƟces: 

C/22/3311960 – The Sheep Shed, Land at Robertsacre Farm , Bridford, EXETER, Devon, EX6 7HH - allow ed 
C/22/3311959 - The Sheep Shed, Land at Robertsacre Farm , Bridford, EXETER, Devon, EX6 7HH – allow ed 
C/22/3311610 - The O ld Parlour, Land at Robertsacre Farm , Bridford, EXETER, Devon, EX6 7HH – dism issed
C/22/3311609 - The O ld Parlour, Land at Robertsacre Farm , Bridford, EXETER, Devon, EX6 7HH – dism issed

9) FIN A N CE
Expenditure

Clerk’s salary – £325.92 standing order 
Clerk’s hom ew orking expenses - £6 per w eek by standing order
Clerk’s m obile phone – retrospective approval £99.99 The IO utlet - BACS to Clerk as paid on CC
Clerk’s SIM  and data plan - £0.49 x 3 m onths then £3.99 per m onth thereafter – SIM  only and Lebara plan 
per m onth – set up Standing O rder to Clerk as paid on Credit Card  
M icrosoft renew al £59.99 – BACS to Clerk as paid on Credit Card 
Key for safe storage box in Village Hall – to Judy Topley BACS £5.95
Printer ink to Judy Topley – £43.69- BACS 

Bank Reconciliation and Statem ent 
Council to resolve to accept the accounts.

10) A  year in the life of Bridford – 2025 celebraƟon book suggesƟon – decision to be m ade w ith regards 
funding for book – a huge undertaking – w ho w ill do the pieces and photos? How  m uch funding is needed? 
Could potenƟally support in principle w ith a reim bursable contribuƟon. W e need further inform aƟon in 
order to m ake a decision. Cllr. Topley to contact Corinna M edland to discuss details. Clerk to carry over to 
Septem ber agenda. 

11) 20 m ph speed lim it cam paign for Dartm oor tow ns and villages – M oretonham pstead Chair’s leƩ er – 
decision to be m ade w hether to support cam paign – Cllr. Topley found draŌ resoluƟon from  2022 w hich 
w as sent to DCC – issue has been previously raised w ith DCC. All agreed happy to support again – Clerk to 
let Clerk at M oretonham pstead know  and send previous leƩ er. 

12) Clerk’s w orking hours and contracted hours – decision to be m ade w ith regards contracted hours and 
addiƟonal hours. Cllr. Topley proposed that w e agree to 30 hours per m onth, as recom m ended by the 
Society of Local Council Clerks for a parish of this size and range of am eniƟes, as the contracted hours and 
am end the contract accordingly - seconded by Cllr. Purser. Cllr. Topley to conduct appraisal on Thursday 4th 
July – subject to a saƟsfactory outcom e of this m eeƟng, Cllr. Topley proposed that new  hours begin on 2nd 
August 2024 (the day aŌer probaƟonary period ends). N oted that it is com m on pracƟce for Clerks to claim  
addiƟonal hours for the extra w ork for the AG AR each year. All agreed. Clerk to draŌ leƩ er to be signed by 
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Cllr. Topley to thank Penny Clapham , Locum  Clerk for her support in her role as m entor to current Clerk 
during her probaƟonary period. 

13) A llotm ent judging – a decision to be m ade for issuing the prize – suggesƟon that Lucy Sm erdon as 
W ildlife W arden to be judge. Decision for Clerk to ask Lucy to go and judge this year’s allotm ents in the 
beginning of August and contact Cllr. Topley. 

14) Clerk’s report (for inform aƟon only)

W ebsite updated fully w ith finances, m eeting dates and policies. N otice of casual vacancy for last 
rem aining Councillor vacancy is currently up and co-option possible after 10th July 2024.
Locality funding application update – deadline is February 2025. Cllr. Topley and Clerk to m eet w ith Acorn 
to put plan together on their behalf. Play park refurbishm ent costings need to be agreed at Septem ber 
m eeting – Clerk to add to agenda. Liaise w ith Sam , Clerk at M oretonham pstead – need to look into N ed 
Care; w ould they support? Clerk to inform  and keep in touch w ith Jerry at DCC to let him  know  figures 
follow ing m eeting in Septem ber. 
Lighting update 
Highw ays update – Clerk to agree m eeting date w ith Ines for Septem ber 
Financial report for first quarter – Councillors to let m e know  any feedback 

15) Councillor's reports and External M eetings attended (for inform ation only)
W hatsApp for Village Fete – Cllr. Ashenden Pearce – Cllr. Topley to follow  up w ith him  

Item s for Inform ation - The next council m eeting w ill be on M onday 2nd Septem ber at 7pm  in the Village 
Hall. (There is no m eeting in August.) 

M eeting closed at 8.32pm

Inform aƟon by em ail: 

DALC bulleƟn #24 (sent on 13/06/24)

M oretonham pstead enquiry on 20 m ph speed lim it (sent 13/06/2024) 
Planning decision - Robertsacre appeals (sent 18/06/24) 
Planning application 0236/24 (sent 18/06/24) 
N ALC bulletin (sent 20/06/24)
Planning application 0250/24 (sent 20/06/24) 
DALC bulletin #26 (sent 26/06/24) 
N ALC new sletter (sent 26/06/24) 
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County Cllr. B rook’s report for July 2024

Special Educational N eeds budget concerns. £160 m illion currently – G overnm ent have dealt w ith half of it. £20 
m illion put aside in February to support it. County still left w ith huge overspend and m ajor concerns exist for the 
future support of children and young people and the service they w ill receive in the future.  O ne of the agreem ents 
m ade w ith the G overnm ent w as the financial plan for the future to spend w ithin budgetary restraints w hich is a big 
ask as the num ber of young people requiring specialist assistance has increased and w ill continue to do so and som e 
need really specialist help. O keham pton and Daw lish facilities for residential SEN D have increased bed space. Concern
is that staying w ithin budget m eans that som e people in the future m ay not get the sam e level of service.

H ighw ays – B 3193 Valley Road through the Teign Valley w hich serves our parish and the others in the valley -  
concerns over deterioration of surfacing. W orth trying to apply pressure w ith other local parish councils to try and get
the resurfacing done before the w inter. Put on the agenda for the Three Parish M eeting on 16th July if it goes ahead. 
Clerk to contact Ines Pfister at H ighw ays to report and request further action and contact Clerk at Dunsford re. 
agenda for Three Parish M eeting. Cllr. Purser added that H ighw ays did a good job on Pound Lane resurfacing but that
w e raised the issue of the spring plate at the bottom  of Pound Lane w here it m eets the Valley Road and it still hasn’t 
been repaired properly and w ill freeze com e the w inter. Cllr. B rook agreed. 

Chair’s report for inform aƟon only 

Follow ing the annual m eeƟng and the annual parish m eeƟng it feels like things are beginning to seƩ le dow n.

The fete stall is com ing along, w ith ideas from  a range of sources, so far: Councillor photographs and contact details, 
request for one new  co – opted councillor, children’s area for consultaƟon, especially re the play park: seƫ ng up a 
Playpark com m iƩ ee – young parents/carers and parent/carers w ith young children, launch of com m unity W hatsA pp 
group, consultaƟon re speeding in the village, consultaƟon re tw o com m unity iniƟaƟves: sum m er and w inter, copies 
of the N aƟonal register of 1939 for the village

W e have a new  councillor w ho is m ost w elcom e. W e now  just need one m ore co-opted person to com plete the 
council. W e’ll conƟnue to put the w ord around in as m any w ays as possible.

The Play Park is in need of som e aƩ enƟon at the m om ent.  A  w ildlife area has been leŌ, follow ing m ow ing, w hich w e 
intend for the sake of health and safety to ask the contractor to m ow ; w e are w aiƟng to hear from  Teignbridge 
District Council property departm ent about the fencing; bam boo has been spreading in one corner, so to prevent it 
becom ing pervasive it is to be cut dow n; a councillor visit w ill be arranged to discuss football posts and their 
posiƟoning, gate closure diffi culƟes and the siƟng of a new  no parking sign; funding for a new  picnic table is being 
sought through a com m unity fund; our clerk is in discussion w ith Teignbridge District Council regarding the costs of 
em ptying the liƩ er bin w hich has lead to on–going discussion about the m anagem ent of the play park versus the 
ow nership of it; som e preservaƟon w ork needs to be done on the fort/slide equipm ent. 

Liaison w ith B ridford W ildlife W ardens has begun and there w ill be an agenda item  in Septem ber. This w ill include 
talks about the planƟng ides for the Playpark. The inform aƟon leaflet for the telephone box is ready to be fixed up; 
actually a m ore aw kw ard process than w as iniƟally envisaged!

LighƟng in the village has been discussed, through consultaƟon last year, general feedback from  parishioners and 
w ith reference to the dark skies iniƟaƟve. Som e lights in the village are on all the Ɵm e, som e don’t w ork and in som e 
places there are too m any. I intend aŌer the sum m er to liaise w ith streetlighƟng on these issues: currently they are 
too busy to m ake a site visit so I w ill gather specific inform aƟon before geƫ ng in touch w ith them  again

Repair w ork has been carried out on the allotm ents and a thank you leƩ er sent out to M r H aw kins w ho m ended the 
w ater leak and standpipe so prom ptly. 

I have been regularly aƩ ending Village H all M eeƟngs as an observer. The boƩ om  hall is being redecorated over the 
sum m er, aŌer w hich the King’s portrait w ill go up.
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Signed: D ate: 

C hair of Bridford Parish C ouncil 


