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A N N U A L CO U N CIL M EETIN G M inutes M ay 13th 2024 
M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish Council A nnual Council M eeting held on M onday 13th M ay 
2024, 7pm  in the Village H all.

Present – Cllr. Purser (Vice Chairm an); Cllr. G allagher; Cllr. Topley; Cllr. M arriott, Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce; 4 
m em bers of the public; Tam sin M ow at (Clerk).

Cllr. Purser (Vice Chairm an) presided over the beginning of the m eeting as Jennifer Padgham  has resigned 
as Chairm an and Councillor. Cllr. Purser thanked her for her years of service and she thanked all the 
Councillors for their hard w ork and com m ented that the Parish Council is in good shape. 

1) Election of Chairm an and thanks to outgoing Chairm an
a) Invite nom inations and elect a Chairm an for the year – Cllr. M arriott nom inated Cllr. Topley and she 
accepted. Cllr. Purser seconded the nom ination and all voted in agreem ent. 

b) Receive the Declaration of Acceptance of O ffice by the Chairm an – signed in the presence of the Clerk. 

Cllr. Topley took over Chairing the m eeting as the new  Chairm an. 

2) Election of Vice Chairm an and thanks to outgoing Vice Chairm an – Cllr. Purser intending to stand dow n 
from  the role of Vice Chairm an so Cllr. Topley asked for nom inations for another Councillor to step up to 
the role of Vice Chairm an. Councillor Purser agreed to continue for a further year in the absence of anyone 
else to take up the role. Cllr. M arriott nom inated and all voted in agreem ent. 

3) Confirm  appointm ent of signatories for authorisation of internet banking paym ents – Jennifer  
Padgham  to be rem oved – Cllr. Purser, Cllr. G allagher and Cllr. M arriott to continue as signatories. All in 
agreem ent. 

4) A ppointm ent/Confirm ation of Com m ittees – proposed no com m ittees needed as decisions w ill 
continue to be m ade as a full council. Cllr. G allagher seconded and all agreed. 

5) A ppointm ent to Groups: Footpath W arden – Dan Tidball, Snow  W arden – Anne M ayes, W ildlife w arden 
– Lucy Sm eardon, allotm ents – Francis Leversedge and Clerk, Book exchange – Cllr. Topley, clothing bank – 
Karen G ervers, Consultation – Cllr. M arriott, Cllr. G allagher and Cllr. Topley, notice boards – village 
noticeboard and bus stop – Cllr. M arriott to take over, play park – Cllr. Ashenden- Pearce and Cllr. Topley 
(Cllr. Topley to step dow n in tim e), village garden – Cllr. Topley, w ebsite - Clerk, w ildlife w arden liaison – 
Cllr. M arriott, VH observer – Cllr. Topley for now  but Cllr. M arriott w ill take over in tim e. Planning is on 
agenda every m onth and all Councillors involved so no group needed for that. All review ed and agreed. 
. 
6) A pologies For A bsence: N one

7) Declarations O f Interest: In accordance w ith the Code of Conduct, m em bers are required to
declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such
interests they m ay have, in item s to be considered at this m eeting.  M em bers are also rem inded
that any change to their Declaration of Interests m ust be notified to the M onitoring O fficer at
 District Council w ithin 28 days of the change. N one declared. 

8)   PU BLIC DISCU SSIO N
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An opportunity for m em bers of the public to m ake representations, answ er questions and give evidence in 
respect of any item  of business on the agenda, or any m atter of interest to the parish. The period of tim e 
designated for public participation shall not exceed 30 m inutes.  (Standing O rders 3e and 3f).
Rem inder that m em bers of the public are not allow ed to raise issues w hen Council is in com m ittee.

Trudy Cronin and Cllr. M arriott to liaise w ith Ines Pfister at Highw ays about the Tw inning sign in village. 
Footpath W arden raised issue of tw o trees dow n – W estcott W ood – W oodland Trust can’t do anything 
due to presence of a rare bird apparently. Footpath W arden to let DN PA know . Heltor Farm  and road up to 
W estcott – tree dow n – not sure w ho it belongs to – m aybe Seven Acres? Cllr. Topley to m essage local 
parishioner to find out w ho the tree belongs to. 

M ap of Bridford received from  parishioner in the village – ask Ray Spurr, Chair of VH com m ittee, about 
m ap and w hether w e can fram e it and display in Village Hall. Clerk to ask as already liaising over the King’s 
portrait received by the Parish Council and to be displayed in the Village Hall. Cllr. G allagher asked if w e 
could contact O rdnance Survey to see if w e can obtain a copy of the digital version for queries – Clerk to try
contacting Devon County Council first as m ap cam e from  the council originally and if not then O rdnance 
Survey. 

District Cllr. Andy Sw ain arrived at 7.29pm  

9) M inutes – to approve and sign the M inutes of the m ee ng held on the 8th April 2024 and agree 
am endm ent to M arch m inutes. All agreed and Chairm an signed. 

10) Insurance renew al – third and final year of fixed term  contract w ith G allagher due 1st June – renew al 
price £973.44 to be agreed – all agreed. 

11) A sset register – to be review ed and actions agreed for updating – need to update the cost of the 
printer and change the num ber of benches – one additional in village garden. Cllr. G allagher suggested that
w e need to check w hat the asset register is representing – current value or how  m uch they cost w hen 
purchased? All agreed. 

County Cllr. Jerry Brook arrived at 7.45pm  

12) Standing orders (revised 2023) - to be review ed and actions agreed for updating or to be approved  - 
review ed and all in agreem ent for them  to rem ain as they stand. 

13) PLA N N IN G
Planning A pplications - Dartm oor N ational Park has asked for observations from  the Parish Council on the 
follow ing planning applications:

Appeals: Robertsacre – C/22/3311609 and C/22/3311610 - The O ld Parlour and C/22/3311959 and
C/22/3311960 - The Sheep Shed 
The Parish Council are invited to speak at the virtual DN PA Appeals hearing on 14th M ay 2024 at 10am  – 
need to decide if w e w ish to do this and w ho the representative shall be – historically, Parish Council have 
not attended appeals – DN PA have all the inform ation so Parish Council are agreed not to add anything 
further at this point. DN PA to refer to policy. All in agreem ent. 

Planning Decisions 
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N one this m onth 

14) FIN A N CE
Expenditure

SLCC m em bership £113 BACS
Rospa – play park inspection – £127.20 BACS (retrospective approval)
Clerk’s salary – £325.92 Standing O rder BACS
Clerk’s additional hours for AG AR preparation 3 hours extra @  £20.37 per hour - £61.11 BACS 
Clerk £6 hom ew orking expenses for first w eek of April by BACS (retrospective approval)
Vision ICT £24 rather than £20 as includes VAT (retrospective approval) BACS
Solicitors and Land Registry fee for Village Hall registration - £1327.80 (approved at April m eeting and paid)
BACS
Insurance renew al (to include office equipm ent) - £973.44 BACS
DALC VAT for annual fees needed £28.65 BACS (TDC paid fees from  Precept but DALC m ade m istake so no 
VAT taken on fees) 

Bank Reconciliation and Statem ent 
Council to resolve to accept the accounts – all in agreem ent 

15) Village H all storage details and budget to be agreed and approved – Clerk – Cllr. Topley has spoken to 
Village Hall com m ittee – room  in the office upstairs for storage. O nce w e know  how  m uch space w e need 
w e can arrange storage – litter pickers from  Cllr. M arriott to be put in storage and likew ise item s from  
Jennifer Padgham . Clerk and Cllr. Topley to liaise over how  m uch space is needed and Cllr. Topley to liaise 
w ith Village Hall com m ittee. 

16) Village H all registration update – Cllr. Purser and Clerk – Cllr. Purser updated that the process is w ith 
the solicitors and Land Registry for com pletion. Clerk added that Jennifer Padgham  is happy to liaise w ith 
solicitors if needed. All original deeds are w ith solicitors. Jennifer Padgham  to em ail Cllr. Topley and Clerk 
once heard from  solicitors regarding com pletion of registration. Cllr. Topley to liaise w ith Village Hall Chair 
as necessary. 

17) Parish Council Stall at Village Fete – Cllr.Topley – July 13th – Cllr. M arriott and Cllr. Topley to liaise and 
do a stall to advertise the Parish Council w ith support from  Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce

18) Play park repairs – Cllrs. Topley and Ashenden-Pearce to report back on RO SPA’s recom m endation 
from  inspection and action plan – item s discussed and agreed upon: 
Algae treatm ent on BM X track – keep w atching brief 
Basketball court – keep w atching brief 
Large net sw ing – com ponents – need taking apart and inspected 
Bottom s of the equipm ent – caught by strim m er but asked not to strim  so close – no additional dam age 
occurred so keep on w atching brief. 
Litter bin – Cllr. Purser to request a new  one again from  Teignbridge District Council (TDC)
W ooden bench – Clerk to check to see if w e have enough to purchase a new  bench 
Boundary fence to right of park as you go in – Chairm an to contact TDC regarding fence replacem ent. Cllr. 
Ashenden- Pearce to look into grow ing a hedge – to contact W oodland Trust. Cllr. M arriott to liaise w ith 
Lucy Sm eardon over planting hedge. Cllr. G allagher to liaise w ith parishioners w ho ow n horses that are 
kept on the land in the field next to the play park. Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce raised issue over no goal posts in 
play park – need to be looked at to see if possible to position so neighbouring houses not affected. 



4

All in agreem ent. 

19) Com m unity W hatsA pp and Free Chat groups – Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce has prepared a Bulletin group 
from  his phone as a test (w ill eventually be from  Clerk’s phone once purchased and set up) to receive three
top new s item s from  each Parish Council m eeting. Village conversation group – num bers to be shared and 
m ore of a chat and social group. Third potential group could be a Parish Councillors W hatsApp group to 
support com m unication by em ail. The test versions w ere checked by Councillors and parishioners on their 
phones and all w orking ok. Continue to share docum ents and key inform ation by em ail. Consider gov.uk 
em ail system  at a later date – funding available. Clerk to look into at later date. All in agreem ent. 

20) A nnual Parish M eeting – 10th June 6.30pm  – details to be finalised – set up and refreshm ents – Cllr. 
M arriott and Cllr. Topley to do refreshm ents – Clerk to contact Anne Cronin – check hall booked from  6pm

21) Three parish m eeting – Bridford to host in the sum m er and date to be arranged – venue and plans for 
catering etc. Dunsford have now  offered to host again this year if w e’d like them  to: dates suggested 
Tuesday 9th or Tuesday 16th July – Cllrs. M arriott and Purser could m ake 16th – Clerk to check tim e w ith 
Lynne, Clerk at Dunsford. 

22) Councillor training - Being a G ood Councillor one training m odule each for new  councillors and new  
Chair training for our new  chair – Councillors to let Clerk know  w ho w ants to take part and how  m any 
m odules. Chairm an w ould like to attend training on Septem ber 16th – Clerk to book 

Code of conduct training – Lynne, Clerk at Dunsford asked if w e w ould be interested in sharing the training 
and cost betw een the tw o councils – details sent via em ail 
Cllr. Purser has already received training via Teignbridge 
– details sent via em ail - Dunsford have since decided to do a private training session catered to them  but 
w e could look into this ourselves either in person or online. Clerk to look into cost and m inim um  num bers –
carry over to June m eeting.

23) Safety on Pound Lane – Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce – follow ing recent accident on Pound Lane – need to 
flag up w here passing places are and N eadon Lane – need a sign to say unsuitable for large vehicles. Clerk 
to continue to contact Ines Pfizer at Devon Highw ays for a m eeting and to pursue regarding Sw annaford 
Road and N eadon Lane. Cllr. G allagher suggested using Parish W hatsApp to re-send m essages regarding 
reporting potholes etc. Hedges on Pound Lane – need rem inder to trim  for visibility on roads. In addition, 
Tw enty is Plenty signs need changing round for sign blindness. Cllr. G allagher rem arked that a parishioner 
had com m ented to her on speed at w hich agricultural traffic goes up O xengate and beyond – speed 
aw areness signs w ith flashing lights could be considered. Cllr. Topley to look into cost of signs – consider 
speed lim it as w ell. Three m ore 20 is plenty signs to go up – Cllr. Ashenden-Pearce to consider lighting over 
signs to m ake them  m ore visible. Carry over to June/July agenda and share thoughts in the m eantim e. 

24) Fencing – Cllr. M arriott – previous issue w ith fencing on footpath that DN PA are responsible for – 100m
further along - W ellcom be boundary fence has also collapsed. Clerk to contact Pete Rich Ranger to look at 
the fence to acknow ledge if DN PA are responsible. 

25) District and County Councillor Reports – Cllr. Andy Sw ain and Cllr. Jerry Brook attended the m eeting. A
sum m ary of their reports is below , full reports are available on the w ebsite: 
https://bridfordvillage.co.uk/category/parish-council/agendas-m inutes/ 

https://bridfordvillage.co.uk/category/parish-council/agendas-minutes/
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Cllr. Topley requested for us to m ove Councillor reports up the agenda (after m inutes item ) for June as 
District and County Councillors often visiting several m eetings the sam e evening so m ay need to leave after
their update

Cllr. Sw ain’s report: 
U pdate on Planning 
There has been a backlog but things are getting back on track 
DN PA process follow ed for Planning 
Request for Planning training to be m ade available to Parish Councils 

Cllr. Jerry Brook’s report: 
M ost Planning applications com e w ith a recom m endation before they com e to the Planning Com m ittee 
Cllr. Brook chairs Planning for Devon County Council 
Im portance of transparency in process – w hat is in the public interest? 
Im portant for Councillors to call in any issue 
Locality budget funding available to Parish Councils – give it som e thought as County have indicated that 
m oney should go to organisations that w ork w ithin the com m unity and give benefit to as m any people as 
possible – Clerk to contact Acorn to see if relevant – application could be put through Parish Council as VAT
could be reclaim ed
Cllr. Brook to send a report to Clerk w ith regards other Council updates 

26) Chairm an’s Report (for inform ation only) – no report this m onth due to new  Chairm an taking up role 
at this m eeting 

27) Clerk's report (for inform ation only) 

Internal audit is currently taking place ahead of the annual external audit of accounts – A nnual G overnance
and A ccountability Return (A G A R) Clerk has w orked additional hours to prepare for this. Clerk is also 
keeping a note of all additional hours w orked now  as having settled into the role after three m onths, the 
num ber of hours w orked each m onth is far exceeding that for w hich she is contracted and paid. Cllr. Topley 
asked the Clerk to report back on this at the July m eeting. 

U pdate on other w ork by Clerk: new  accounting spreadsheets have been set up for the new  financial year, 
A nnual Parish Council arrangem ents and invitations have been sent out, new s page on the w ebsite has now
been created and is being updated regularly, King’s portrait has arrived and is ready to be hung in the 
Village Hall once agreed w ith VH  com m ittee, all renew als for m em bership of professional bodies and 
insurance com pleted, closure of old Santander bank account nearly com plete – letter signed by all 
Councillors to be sent to bank. Clerk is liaising w ith parishioner interested in becom ing a Councillor. N o 
interest received in the Road W arden Schem e as advertised in U nity m agazine in M ay – carry over to June 
m eeting to discuss and m ake a decision about next steps.  

28) Councillor's reports and External M eetings attended (for inform ation only) 

District Councillor A ndy Sw ain’s report – for inform ation only: 

TDC has m ade very good progress m aking changes to ensure the planning backlog does not happen again. Funding 
has also been secured to outsource the backlog of applications m ade before 6th Decem ber 2023, and it is being 
cleared as quickly as possible. It does seem  as though planning is back on track and keeping up w ith the load but w e 
w ill of course continue to m onitor it, in fact m onitoring processes have also been tightened up.
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I recently brought a m otion to TDC for som e other im provem ents. The details can be seen at 
https://dem ocracy.teignbridge.gov.uk/m gA i.aspx?ID=11259 U nder M otion 2.

I am  asking to restore the ability to call in an application “both w ays” w hich is im portant w hen a m em ber of the 
planning com m ittee m ust not appear to be predeterm ined over an application, and it asks that argum ents based on 
public interest should be adm issible as a reason for call in as w ell as planning policy.

I feel quite strongly that Parish councils w ork hard to feedback on planning w ith little training or support, and w hile I 
believe their view s are considered by officers, I am  aw are that they often feel ignored, so I am  also asking TDC to 
consider offering the planning training (w hich is already provided to com m ittee m em bers) to Parish and tow n 
councils. I am  also asking that w hen a recom m endation goes against the parish council view , this should be 
acknow ledged and explained. 

The m otion w ill be considered by the procedures com m ittee. It is already attracting good support from  councillors 
and has started a helpful dialog w ith officers. I w ould be keen to have feedback from  parish councils about these 
issues.

M eeting closed at 20.58pm  

Item s for Inform ation - The next council m eeting w ill be on M onday 10th June 2023 at 7pm  in the Village 
Hall. The Annual Parish M eeting w ill be held beforehand from  6.30pm  – all are w elcom e and refreshm ents 
w ill be served.  

Inform ation by em ail 
Statutory review  of polling districts and places (sent 23/04/24)
DALC bulletin #15 (sent 23/04/24)
N ALC new sletter (sent 23/04/24)
D Day celebrations info from  RBL (sent 23/04/24) 
Planning appeal (sent 30/04/24)
DALC bulletin #17 (sent 7/5/24)
Asset register (sent 7/5/24) 
Current groups/responsibilities (sent 7/5/24) 
Standing orders (sent 7/5/24) 
Play park annual plan (re-sent 7/5/24)
DALC training courses (sent 7/5/24) 

Signed by Chairm an: 

Date: 


