
M inutes of the m eeting of Bridford Parish Council held on M onday 4th M arch, 7pm  in the Village Hall.

Present – Cllr. Padgham  (Chairm an); Cllr. Purser; Cllr. Gallagher; Cllr. M arriott; Cllr. Topley; 5 m em bers of 
the public; Tam sin M ow at (Clerk).

1)   PU BLIC DISCU SSIO N
A n opportunity for m em bers of the public to m ake representations, answ er questions and give evidence in 
respect of any item  of business on the agenda, or any m atter of interest to the parish. The period of tim e 
designated for public participation shall not exceed 30 m inutes.  (Standing O rders 3e and 3f).
Rem inder that m em bers of the public are not allow ed to raise issues w hen Council is in com m ittee.

Parishioner raised - N eadon Lane; road dropping aw ay and puddle and pothole causing w ater – m em ber of 
the public to send photos and details. 
Parishioner raised Bridford Hill – seem s to be in a good state - w hy is it being re-m arked for repair? (See 
Highw ays update below ) 
Parishioner asked about A pril road closure 12th-16th – w ill they be w orking overnight and at w eekends? 
(see Highw ays update below ) 
Parishioner raised village roads unsuitable for heavy farm  and tim ber vehicles on road up above Village Hall
(unnam ed road) – cracks appearing on roads and deteriorating, and w ater supply runs underneath so 
vulnerable. 
Parishioner queried verges – can w e agree to do the sam e thing this year? N eeds to be an agenda item  for 
a decision to be m ade. N eeds to be agreed in A pril – form al decision to be m ade and sent to Lucy. Graham  
needs to know  for cutting to start in the next few  w eeks. Butts Close – daisies to be planted to enhance the
area. 
Parishioner reported that the signpost at Sevenacres has been repaired – W oodland Park undertook the 
w ork. 
Cllr. Purser updated on Parishioner query from  last m eeting - fence on the footpath at the back of Pynes - 
Dartm oor N ational Park to sort out repair 

2) A pologies For A bsence:  District Cllr. Sw ain, County Cllr. Jerry Brook and Ines Pfister from  DCC 
Highw ays.  A pologies accepted.

3) Declarations O f Interest: In accordance w ith the Code of Conduct, m em bers are required to

declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such

interests they m ay have, in item s to be considered at this m eeting.  M em bers are also rem inded

that any change to their Declaration of Interests m ust be notified to the M onitoring O fficer at

 District Council w ithin 28 days of the change.  N one declared.

4) Ines Pfister from  DCC Highw ays to update on Highw ays – apologies sent 

From  Highw ays Com m unity liaison – Pound Lane to be closed for up to 2 days w /c 11th M arch to patch and 
full redressing due in A pril as part of countyw ide program m e of repairs (see details below  at end of 
m inutes). 

Issues raised to report back to Ines at DCC Highw ays: 
Lights and fingerposts around village need to be fixed 
Spring plate at bottom  of the hill on Pound Lane
Higher Spring on Pound Lane opposite the quary – near Kiln House 
Sm ithacott Cross – sign needs repairing 



Laployd Cross – sign broken and needs repairing  
Hole Hill – outside Poole Farm house – bridge w ith a hole in 
Q uestion: is there a statutory duty to keep the roads clean from  m ud? Hole Hill very m uddy. Three field 
shelters in the field on Hole Hill (halfw ay up on the right, before Low er Hole). Raise query for enforcem ent 
officer. 
O penreach closure of the village Road 19th-21st M arch 
N otice needed for people to know  about O penreach and Highw ays updates – Cllr. Topley to create posters 
w ith details to be put up on the Parish Council noticeboard. 
Cllr. Padgham  to report issues back to Ines at DCC Highw ays. 

5)  District and County Councillor Reports – 

District Councillor Sw ain’s report (in his absence) - at end of m inutes  
O ne Teignbridge Strategy – details of how  to contribute to shaping the approach of the District Council 

District Councillor Purser’s report – at end of m inutes 
A lso, Cllr. Purser has reiterated to TDC that Bridford Parish Council w ould like to take over ow nership of the
play park 

6)  Chairm an’s Report (for inform ation only) – attached to the end of these m inutes.

7) M inutes –the M inutes of the m eeting held on the 29th January 2024 w ere approved and signed by the 
Chairm an as a true record. 

PLA N N IN G
Planning A pplications -  Dartm oor N ational Park has asked for observations from  the Parish Council on the 
follow ing planning applications:

N one this m onth 

Planning Decisions 

N one this m onth 

FIN A N CE
Expenditure

Locum  Clerk expenses January £281.25 – BA CS
Clerk/RFO  Salary February £325.92 – BA CS 

Bank Reconciliation and Statem ent circulated prior to this m eeting. 

Council resolved to accept the accounts.  Proposed by Cllr. M arriott, all agreed by show  of hands.

8) Co-option of potential new  councillor 

Discussion about application. A ll agreed strong application and w ould add value to the Council. Cllrs. 
Topley and Gallagher proposed and all in agreem ent. Clerk to contact candidate officially and invite to next 
m eeting in A pril. 



9) Discuss posting m inutes as draft or final copy to w ebsite and Parish noticeboard 

Discussion around w hen is best to post m inutes after each m eeting and w hether to post as draft or final. 

Decision: Cllr. Purser proposed and all agreed – update w ebsite and Facebook w ith top three item s of 
public interest and then send final m inutes out once agreed at follow ing m eeting. Post final approved 
m inutes to w ebsite and noticeboard after next m eeting. Keep Facebook and w ebsite as Parish Council info,
turn com m enting off, clerk only to post w ith updates from  m eetings.

10) Village Hall update 

The PC received a request from  the VH M anagem ent Com m ittee regarding the w ording in respect of 
registration of the Village Hall. The request w as considered by the Councillors, along w ith VH M eeting 
N otes provided by Councillor Topley, further inform ation from  A CRE and alternative inform ation available 
online referred to by Councillor Purser. It w as agreed the Solicitors are the legal experts, they have all the 
paperw ork pertaining to this specific situation including the purchase docum entation and Trustee deeds. 
Therefore, the Parish Council feels they should be guided by them . A  response w as decided upon and this 
w ill be sent to the VH Chair.

11) RO SPA  play park annual safety check – tim e for the annual check – last year’s w as 9th M arch 

Clerk to contact Rospa – see details from  Cllr. Topley
Cllr. Purser raising ow nership of play park w ith TDC – Bridford Parish Council w ould like to take over 
ow nership
Replacem ent bin queried – w ait until ow nership of play park determ ined

12) Parish Council printer

Printer not w orking properly despite running m aintenance program m es and currently unable to print; 
Clerk looking into possible repair at Cartridge W orld or cost of a replacem ent if not repairable. 
Cllr. Purser has proposed Clerk to buy a new  one and all agreed – HP m onitor and get supplies sent; re-
supply of ink and paper £100 budget and ink and paper costs m onthly 

13) Em ail hosting cost increased from  £18 to £20 

N ot clear from  em ail w hether annually or m onthly – Clerk to check. Carry over to next m onth for approval. 

14) Street nam ing survey from  Teignbridge – survey closes 11th M arch 

Tradi onally TDC have follow ed the recom m enda ons of Tow n and Parish Councils in street nam ing in their
area. Changes to the policy can be found on TDC w ebsite along w ith the survey. Tow n and Parish councils 
have been asked for their input. 

Cllr. Padgham  to com plete survey on behalf of Parish Council. 

15) Free portrait of King Charles III for Tow n and Parish councils – need to apply by 28th M arch 

Cllr. Topley proposed and all agreem ent. Clerk to order. 

16) Devon devolution deal - public consultation running until 24th M arch – see DCC w ebsite for m ore 
inform ation 



Clerk's report (for inform ation only) 
a. W ebsite - updating to be taken on by Clerk rather than Jarrod. Jarrod has sent invoices for his w ork 

to date. Invoices to be presented at next m eeting in A pril. 
Clerk to update pages on w ebsite as w ell 
Check w here em ail on w ebsite goes to – currently Jarrod but w ill this be clerk? Clerk to check. 

b. Parish Council Facebook page 
W e currently don’t have one; w ould w e like one or are w e happy to post directly to the Teign Valley
page? Clerk to set up for inform ation only and direct people to it – no com m enting – contact Clerk 
directly for any queries – at em ail address not private m essaging 

Councillor's reports and External M eetings attended (for inform ation only)

Item s for Inform ation - The next council m eeting w ill be on M onday 8th A pril 2024 at 7pm  in the Village 
Hall.   

Em ail inform ation: 
Councillor application form  
Village Hall ow nership notes 
Street nam ing survey 
Devon Devolution Deal 
DA LC Bulletins (08 and 09) sent by em ail 2/3/24

M eeting closed at 8.54pm  

Signed… … … … … … … … … … … … … … Date… … … … … … … … … … … … .

Chairm an’s U pdate for Parish Council M eeting on M onday 4 M arch 2024:

1 The query from  a resident re the status of the road at EX6 7HS w as taken up w ith Highw ays w ho confirm ed it w as a highw ay 
and m aintained by them . Therefore all rules and regulations pertaining to highw ays w ere relevant. A ccess needed to be kept 
clear and the road could not be blocked by parked cars.
PC Chair visited the resident to discuss and provide w ritten feedback.

2 The PC footpath w arden reported a broken road sign near Seven A cres. U nfortunately the Chair and Councillors w ere unaw are 
of the exact location so Highw ays w ere unable to visit. PC intention w as to find out the exact location and m ake a re-referral to 
Highw ays. How ever, the good new s is this has been repaired by the Bridford Trust.  M any thanks to them . 
Highw ays follow ed up on the broken lights in Scattor View  and a delighted resident contacted the PC to say the lights w ere now  
all w orking. 
Thanks have been passed on to Highw ays.

3 the process of closing the Santander Corporate A ccount hit another delay as the dorm ant account is so old few  of the current 
Councillors w ere recognised as signatories. How ever, the Deputy Chair and Chair w ere able to sign. W e are just w aiting for new s 
now  that the funds can be accessed and transferred to the PC’s new  account w ith U nity Bank.

4 Tw o m ore people w ere contacted re the ongoing PC vacancies and one responded favourably. 
The other person w as very kind, expressed their appreciation of the w ork the PC undertook on behalf of the com m unity, but said 
they w ere not currently in a position to be able to give up the necessary tim e. 

5 Councillor Topley liaised w ith an anonym ous donor w ho w anted to m ake a gift of a colourful bench to the playpark. The bench 
is m uch appreciated by the PC and w ill be enjoyed by m any fam ilies w ho visit the playpark. 
M any thanks to the donor for their thoughtful and generous gift. 

6 O n behalf of the PC, the Chair w as invited to attend an open day on Saturday 2 M arch at TVCH. It w as interesting to m eet m any
of the groups and organisations that use the TVCH. It w as also delightful to see Joan Banks, a previous Bridford PC Clerk, w ho 
played the piano during the afternoon. 



7 Storage of PC paperw ork and item s ( com m em orative m ugs, book of condolences, etc) is an issue. It w ould m ake sense to have 
a central storage location and avoid storage being linked to an individual. W ith this in m ind m aybe ‘PC storage’ should be a 
future agenda item , possibly linked to a request the PC ask the VH for a place to locate a secure cupboard?

8 Bridford Chapel is com ing up for auction. O ne resident got in touch to explain she is keen to purchase the Chapel for use as a 
com m unity asset and turn it into a Com m unity A rt Space for A ll. The resident is seeking financial pledges to help her achieve her 
goal. Inform ation is available on how  you can pledge at w w w . kickstarter.com  / projects / bridford chapel and w ill be available at
Joan’s Coffee M orning in the Village Hall on Saturday 9th M arch from  10am  to m idday. 
The PC are also aw are that there are other interested parties w ith a variety of plans and ideas for how  the Chapel can be used 
going forw ard. 

9 Next to the Chapel, is Bridford Village garden, the location of the new ly unveiled Norm andy Boy. This w as a gift from  St Vaast 
sur Seulles to the village of Bridford and sym bol of the enduring friendship, fostered through a thriving Tw inning A ssociation, 
betw een the tw o villages. The Norm andy Boy is a delightful and w elcom e addition to the garden.

D istrict Councillor Sw ain’s report dated 2/3/24 for inform ation: 

TDC are review ing the council strategy, the priorities that underpin all decision m aking. I think there is a need to im prove 
engagem ent w ith the com m unity and w e are w orking to becom e m ore of a “Com m unity pow ered council”.

TDC are running a series of w orkshops to hear from  the com m unity how  this can best w ork including one at Tedburn St M ary 
Village Hall on Tuesday 16 A pril from  10am  - 12pm .

The 10 tw o hour w orkshops are an opportunity for local people to help shape the O ne Teignbridge strategy and TDC is offering a 
£25 Love2Shop gift voucher as a thank you.

If you can, please com plete the availability survey by next Friday (8 M arch). W e w ant to hear your view s.

There is also the business specific O ne Teignbridge survey w hich runs until 29 M arch.

TD C Purser’s report for inform ation 

Q ueen street pedestrianisation in New ton A bbot w ith the row  still going on w ith several heated m eetings. Full council did vote for
the schem e to continue but w atch this space.

Teignbridge council voted to petition governm ent directly to save Teignm outh hospital from  closure.

M ore inform ation on the Devon Torbay devolution deal w hich now  w ith the detail does not look beneficial to the Disticts w ith 
little or no say or vote on w hat happens w ith yet another layer of bureaucracy.

Changing places fund has provided £200,000 for disabled toilet upgrades at three sites in New ton A bbot and Daw lish.

A nd on the lighter side Teignbridge is running a com petition for children to nam e the new  recycling baler. See w ebsite for details 
and also for job opportunities.

D CC H ighw ays report from  Ines Pfister for inform ation in her absence:

Please can you let the Parish know  that Pound Lane patching w orks are occurring this m onth as per O ne.Netw ork.  I have 
requested that the road is ploughed and cleaned before hopeful (w eather dependant) surface dressing in A pril.
O ur public liaison officer is aw are of the w orks, and is hopefully w orking w ith residence, bus com panies and business to m itigate 
potential disruption.

D CC H ighw ays further inform ation on road patching w ork from  H ighw ays com m unity liaison officer: 

Early next w eek, (w /c 11th M arch 2024) Pound Lane w ill be closed for a m axim um  of up to 2 days to allow  som e Post W inter 
Patching to take place. These w orks w ill involve gate people to allow  access for residents directly affected and there w ill be a fully
signed diversion via the low er road in Christow , as per the w orks in 2023. These w orks do not appear to be large in term s of area 
and w e w ill try to keep disruption to a m inim um . These post w inter w orks are being com pleted ahead of the surface dressing 
program m e w hich w ill com m ence in early A pril countyw ide.



 Looking at Kiely our contractors latest schedule, they plan to use the largest m achinery available to them  called the “M aintrain”.
Kiely have applied for a 5 day closure, how ever, w orks can be done m uch quicker than that, and this 5 day w indow  allow s for any 
bad w eather. Looking at the latest schedule, the w orks are program m ed in for 12th A pril as the m iddle site of the day (starting in 
O gw ell and m oving to north of O keham pton afterw ards). O bviously a lot depends on the w eather in A pril, and if the schedule 
w hich starts on 2nd A pril m oves I w ill be in touch accordingly. O nce com pleted it is actively encouraged to be driven on. O nce 
com pleted this w ill prolong the life of the road for up to 20 years and should m ean that w e don’t have to return anytim e soon.

 In term s of buses, despite all the efforts of last year, the taxi service w as not a success and not used and w ill not be im plem ented
this tim e. School buses I w ill arrange for the sam e location as before w ith that team  for collection and drop off on the Teign 
Valley Road.

Cllr. Topley 
Parish Plan in hand but delayed 
Defribrilator – battery has been replaced but out of action due to pads – due to be replaced – Clerk has this in hand 

VILLA GE HA LL M EETING – M O NDA Y 26TH FEBRU A RY 2024
NO TES REGA RDING VH O W NERSHIP FO R INFO  A ND TO  INFO RM  DISCU SSIO N A T NEXT PC M EETING

1. VH Com m ittee agreed to contact PC Chair prior to PC m eeting on M onday M arch 4th 2024 w ith feedback from  m eeting 
to inform  discussion 
2. VH Chair has been in touch w ith A CRE (A ction w ith Com m unities in Rural England) for guidance and advice on the 
m atter
3. This is the reply from  A CRE:
The Parish Council are the Custodian Trustees and hold the legal title as a corporate body. They do not ow n it in the sense that 
w e understand hom e ow nership for instance.   If the Parish Council go ahead w ith the Land Registration then they m ust ensure 
that the entry is clear. There are m any cases w here the registration has been done incorrectly by the Parish Council and caused 
problem s w ith m atters of ow nership in the future.  Solicitors have had to be engaged to m ake the necessary changes.
So the entry m ust state:  Bridford Parish Council as holding (or custodian as appropriate) trustee(s) of Bridford village hall.

Notes by Judy Topley (Bridford Parish Council councillor) – 
February 27th 2024

No other reports from  Councillors 


