	Minutes of a meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 5th December 2022 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs J Padgham (Chair), S Purser, E Gallagher, J Topley, A Lord, K Tucker, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and three members of the public.  

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr P Marriott, Cnty Cllr Brook 

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Councillors to declare any personal or prejudicial interest relating to any item on the agenda - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parishioner who organised the purchase and planting of a commemorative tree for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee would like to plant a similar tree to commemorate the coronation of King Charles III and asked if the Parish Council would authorise and fund it, the cost to be in the region of £150. The Parish Council agreed to this request, proposed by Cllr Gallagher, seconded by Cllr Topley.  The Parishioner has undertaken to collect the tree, prepare the space, plant it and look after it. Cllr Padgham was invited to cut the ribbon at a official dedication ceremony to take place on Sunday 7th May.  Cllr Padgham was happy to accept the invitation.  The Clerk will obtain some quotes for an appropriate plaque.  A Parishioner enquired if the grit bins will be filled this year. It is currently not known, awaiting a reply from DCC Highways.  The Parishioner, together with Cllr Gallagher, offered to top up all of the bins with the bags of salt / grit that have become damp and are not therefore useable in the gritter.  The Clerk will email them both a copy of the Parish map showing the location of the bins. It was confirmed that there are three pallets of forty bags of useable salt / grit in the barn, this information to be passed on to the Snow Warden, who will also be asked to remind the volunteers that gritting should start from the farm.   Any remaining bags of damp salt / grit can be made available to the village pub, village hall and church if they can make use of them.  A Parishioner asked what the current situation is with regards to the ‘land slip’ along by New Houses.  The Clerk confirmed that a member of theDCC Highways team has inspected the piece of road and confirmed that it is not a land slip. The Parish Council was advised that there is running water on Poole Hill and that the buddle holes and gullies require clearing, also the bridge at the bottom of the path has a hole in it. DCC Highways will be notified.  The road is a mess at the top where the sign post is replaced, with a chunk taken out of the road.  Gullies and buddle holes near Plaistow need digging out with standing water ankle deep.  DCC Highways to be chased up over missing / broken directional sign posts.
The owner of Birch tree Farm has been in touch with the Parish Council regarding motor sport rallies which have taken place during the year in this area. On two occasions, the rallies used the back road, going so fast that four of them left the road by Birch Tree Farm at half past six in the morning.  The owner of the property is concerned about safety and possible injury and confirmed that there are ways and means to follow it up.  The Chairman offered to follow up with the RAC, the Police and DNPA.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolve to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th November 2022, as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Topley, seconded by Cllr Lord.

	5
	PLAY PARK  - Cllr Topley remains in contact with Mark Payne at TDC re responsibility for the boundary trees.  The situation continues to be monitored and a decision is awaited.    The picnic table purchased to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee needs to be installed and anchored at the Play Park.   Cllr Padgham to contact David Price about appropriate fixings.   Cllr Padgham has made a successful application under the Free Trees scheme.  The Parish Council will receive a mix of thirty trees to be planted in the Play Park.

	6
	ALLOTMENTS – still one half plot available which will continue to be advertised.

	7
	BUS SHELTER –  work is still in progress, looking like a work of art! Thanks to Cllrs Marriot and Topley.  It is planned to install a small notice board.

	8
	VILLAGE GARDEN  -  Nothing to report.  Looking good.   Event organised for the Spring to raise funds for the Normandy Boy plaque.  A Parishioner has an iron table which would be suitable for the Village Garden.

	9
	20’S PLENTY FOR DEVON – Most of the signs are up now and there have been mostly positive responses.  Just a couple more to install. The Chairman thanked Cllr Topley for taking on this project.

	10
	BRIDFORD WILDLIFE WARDENS – no report this month.   A Bridford Verges Review of 2022 and Management Plan for 2023 will be submitted to the Parish Council prior to the January PC meeting at which time it will be decided if the Parish Council is agreeable to continue its support for the next twelve months.  The verges have been cut throughout  the village as far as Heltor Rock, believed to have been undertaken by DCC

	11
	DEFIBRILLATORS – a metal sign has been purchased to fix to the wall above the defibrillator at Venn Park Garage.  As there are often vehicles parked in front ot eh machine, this will enable it to be easily located if required.  The proprietor of the garage has kindly agreed to fix it to the wall.

	12
	SNOW WARDEN / GRITTER – dealt with earlier in the meeting under item 3.

	13
	ROADSIDE GRIT BOXES  - dealt with earlier in the meeting under item 3.

	14
	VILLAGE HALL HIRE CHARGES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS   Cllr Topley is the PC representative on the Village Hall committee and will attend the Village Hall AGM and receive a copy of the minutes. The original constitution states that the PC representative is a full member and has a vote, but the constitution could have changed.  It is understood that the Parish Council actually owns the Village Hall and the management of it is passed to the Village Hall Committee.  The question has  been raised as to why the Parish Council as volunteers should pay for the hire of the room for its meetings, using public money that could be put to better use.  Cllr Topley will obtain an up to date copy of the constitution and it will be on the agenda for the January PC meeting.

	15
	CHURCH REQUEST FOR FUNDING  -   a conversation with Kathy Fitzjohn  has established that the Church committee was looking to the Parish Council to actually take over the regular cutting of the grass in the churchyard.  The Parish Council does not have a budget to pay for this and to add it to its budget for next year would result in an increase in the precept, which in turn would increase the amount payable in Council tax by local residents.  The Parish Council agreed that it has no plans to increase the precept for this purpose

	16
	MEETINGS ATTENDED / ONLINE – Cllr Topley was to have given feedback following her attendance at an online Good Councillors’ training session.  As the PC meeting was running late, this was deferred until the next meeting.

	17
	PARISH PLAN REVIEW DATE – a date is to be arranged for a review to take place in January or February.

	18
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
At full council this week it was agreed to submit a bid for £650,000 to the rural prosperity fund, hopefully we will hear early next year if successful. The fund will concentrate on innovative local transport opportunities and rural connectivity solutions and schemes will need to be worked up if the bid is successful.
Citizens panels are being set up for major proposed development sites in Teignbridge but currently are unlikely to impact on the Teign Valley.
Teignbridge lottery supporting 63 good causes is up and running with first draw this weekend (3 December).
An issue of the Recycling Rezine was published last week with useful tips on recycling over the festive season.
Refuse drivers have been given a substantial market supplement to ensure they stay with Teignbridge and stop them leaving , partly paid for by a £5 increase next year in green bin charges.
Maximum council tax increase allowed by Government before a referendum is around £5.37 a year but still looking at a £2.6 million annual deficit.
As usual lots of jobs available at Teignbridge.
May I wish you a Happy Christmas and hopefully a good New Year.

	19
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook could not, at the last moment attend the meeting but had sent his apologies.

	20
	CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE / DIGNITY AT WORK - the Dignity at Work Policy has been adopted by Bridford Parish Council, proposed by Cllr Gallagher, seconded by Cllr Purser. Thanks to Cllrs Topley and Padgham for their input.  The Parish Council has now signed up to the Civility and Respect Pledge.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION

	21
	HAZELDENE, BRIDFORD re proposed 24’ x 16’ storage shed to house field maintenance equipment (DNPA ref. 435/22) Details circulated to Parish Councillors and dealt with between meetings due to short timescales for responses.  Parish Council responded as follows:

This is an application to build a 24’ x 16’ storage shed at Hazeldene, Bridford. The proposed storage shed will be used to store field maintenance equipment for a plot of land which is part amenity and part paddock. The Parish Council notes the proposed shed, which is not visible from any public RoW, will be constructed of timber and black metal, which should ensure the shed blends into its surroundings and the countryside. Two rainwater butts will harvest rainwater from the roof.  Bridford Parish Council has no objection to the application.

	22
	HAZELDENE, BRIDFORD -   re proposed single storey extension to create garage (DNPA ref. 455/22)  Details to be resent out to Parish Councillors.  Enquires have subsequently revealed that these details were listed on a DNPA weekly list of applications received but the Parish Council has not yet been consulted on the application.

	OTHER PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION

	
	WOODLAND CREATION BEECH TREE FARM PARISH CONSULTATION re woodland replanting  – Bridford Parish Council supports this scheme.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	23
	LAND TO SOUTH OF BRIDFORD TO WESTCOTT ROAD – Notice of Prior Approval issued  re proposed agricultural building for a dairy and bulk tank rooms  (DNPA ref. 0386/22)

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	24
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1st November 2022 

Current account

Investment account
	9,195.21

3,771.57
12,966.78

	25
	INCOME
Proceeds from sale of commemorative mugs
Donation from Bridford Fete Committee for Play Park
	32.50
     100.00
132.50

	26
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs JP Banks re November Salary + backpay of £1.00 ph w.e.f. 1/4/22
Graham Dicker re Grass Cutting April – October 2022
	     492.22
859.12
1,351.34

	 27

	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 December  2022 

Current account

Investment account


	7,976.37
3,771.57
11747.94

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (736.76):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £360.76 Clothing Bank  / Play Park £100

	
	Cllr Purser, designated by the Chairman confirmed  that he had checked the bank 

reconciliation and expenditure.  The Parish Council resolved to approve the accounts

and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Purser, seconded by Cllr Gallagher 


	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	28
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION FOCUS GROUPS   The Chairman, Cllr Padgham,was invited to take part in a focus group.  The point was highlighted that there is no duty of care so that if there was an issue between Councillors, then Teignbridge District Council Monitoring Officer would be involved.   If there was an issue involving a member of the public, the matter woud be referred to the Police.

	29
	DRAFT BUDGET 2023/24 – the Clerk presented the draft budget for 2023/24 which proposed a precept of £11,750, an increase of £250 on the year 2022/23. The Parish Council agreed the draft budget and proposed precept without any amendments.  Proposed by Cllr Purser, seconded by Cllr Tucker

	30
	PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2023
9th January

6th February

6th March

3rd April

15th May

22nd May (Annual Parish Meeting)

5th June

3rd July

7th August

4th September

2nd October

6th November

4th December

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	31
	INTERNAL AUDIT 2022 / 2023 – the Parish Council agreed to the appointment of Penny Clapham to undertake the internal audit for the year end 31 March 2023.

	32
	TELEPHONE BOX LIBRARY – Cllr Topley to take over the management of the volunteer rota for 2023.  The Chairman thanked Gill Hartnell for organising the rota for 2022 and Cllr Topley for taking over from her.

	33
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – the Parish Council was advised that the seat at the top of School Lane is falling to bits, this will be on the agenda for January.  Concern was raised that a bag of salt outside Old Harriers will end up going down the drains.  It will be shifted.
It was suggested and agreed that the Parish Council representative links should be available on the Parish Council website.  Cllr Tucker to organise this..  

	34                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 9TH January 2023  at 7.00pm at the Village Hall. 


................................................................Chairman    ..........................................2023


