	BRIDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held on 5th September 2022 at 7.00pm at Bridford Village Hall.
Present:    Cllrs J Padgham (chairman), S Purser, A Lord, J Topley, E Gallagher, K Tucker, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk)  and three members of the public.  Cnty Cllr Brook attended for part of the meeting.

	1
	APOLOGIES Cllr P Marriott

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – The Chairman declared an interest in items 20 & 21

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION  - A parishioner reported a missing road sign and also fly tipping which was reported to Teignbridge District Council, not yet having been removed.  Teignbridge will be chased up regarding the fly tipping.  The parishioner will send the Clerk details of the location of the missing road sign so it can be reported to Highways.  It was reported to the Parish Council that grit bags left at the side of the road are rotting. Highways will be contacted to find out if further bags of grit are to be supplied at strategic roadside positions this winter.  The checking of grit bins will be on the Parish Council agenda for October.

	4
	PRESENTATION OF BEST KEPT ALLOTMENT AWARD

The trophy was presented to Andy and Lyn Bornemisza.  It was suggested that the cup should not be won by the same allotment holders two years in a row.  Cllr Topley will speak with the allotment holders about this and report back at the next Parish Council meeting

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	5
	MINUTES – Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th July 2022, as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Purser, seconded by Cllr Lord.  The August Parish Council meeting did not take place due to insufficient attendance to be quorate.

	6
	PLAY PARK  

The fence has been completed but the owner of the adjoining land is concerned about the overhanging trees.  Cllrs Padgham and Topley will visit the owner of the neighbouring land to see the fence from both sides and to see the problem concerning the trees to ascertain which side of the boundary is affected and whose responsibility it is. They will also look at the fence adjoining the Play Park and Butts Close which has  been reported as in need of repair. Until the Play Park is transferred to the Parish Council, it is understood that Teignbridge still own the land and the Parish Council manages it. Cllr Topley agreed to speak with Mark Payne at Teignbridge about the trees once she and Cllr Padgham have undertaken their site visit.  The plastic goal post which does not belong to the Parish Council has been removed following advice from the Parish Council’s insurance company.
The Platinum Jubilee picnic bench has been delivered to Cllr Purser who kindly put it together.  It now needs to be decided where it will be positioned in the Play Park and how it will be secured.  It was suggested that the bench could be positioned near to the newly planted silver birch tree.  Cllr Tucker will make enquiries to ascertain the cost of a new goal post.

	7
	ALLOTMENTS
Re-hanging of gates at the allotments.  Cllr Gallagher will have a look at lower gate before the next Parish Council meeting to see exactly what work is required. It is understood that the company working on the overhead cables have offered to reinstall the top gate.

	8
	ROAD WARDEN – the Clerk at Dunsford is looking to organise shared Chapter 8 Road Warden training for Dunsford, Bridford and Christow.  Further details to follow.

	9
	BUS SHELTER

The table, bookshelf and CD’s / DVD’s have been removed.  CD’s and DVD’s will be given to a charity shop.  Currently trying to find out who owns the table and bookcase.  Cllr Marriot submitted designs to redecorate the bus shelter which the Parish Council approved.  Hanging baskets also suggested.  There is no great rush to do this work.  The Parish Council does not want anybody to feel overwhelmed.   Notice to be put on website and in Unity re the removal of the CD/DVD library facility.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Marriott.

	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the meeting at 7.45pm.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Brook and invited him to speak.

	
	Current inflationary pressures are affecting everyone. This imposes ‘big time’ on the County Council with other additional pressures which hadn’t been anticipated.  Back in February inflation was proposed at 2%, it is now 10%. Families with lower earning power are going to be under severe pressure.  There is a lot of emphasis on all of us to be vigilant and helpful.  This is the only way to get through this. It is not about handouts but how we deal with it.  The County Council is looking at planting trees on the County Farms Estate, but there are nine and a half thousand acres that are extremely wet or steep. A lot of things have been or are going to be put on hold. Highways in particular has a lot of different pressures ahead with the running of equipment currently costing an awful lot and is currently having to say no to a lot of requests. The outlook in respect of the budget is not good and there are difficult times ahead for everyone. Regarding public transport, a number of services have been cut or taken out of service completely.  Patronage on the rail network has also dropped.  These services will only stay alive if patronage is good and with the increase in costs, particularly in fuel, this is going to add more pressure.  It is going to be a massive challenge for all to overcome.  The Locality Budget was suspended some time ago. There is a real problem in Devon with Children and  Young People’s Services and will remain a challenge for some time.  There is constant communication with the Dept for Education.  

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.10pm

	10
	20’S PLENTY FOR DEVON -   Cllr Topley brought the new signs to the meeting for Councillors to see. Wooden stakes will be required.  Locations for the signs were discussed.Suitable locations at Weeke Barton, the end of the track to Venn Farm, by the bench at the top of Pound Lane, at the pull in above Stone Lane by the log shed, at the  T junction at top of Pound Lane, Neadon Lane by Windhill Gate,  and the top of back lane to Christow.  Cllr Topley to organise the stakes.  The Clerk to find out how the signs at Christow are fixed in position.

	11
	BRIDFORD WILDLIFE WARDENS – August report attached appendix (a).    Dunsford Parish Council has sent a letter to Rev Ruth Frampton pointing out that the re-wilding of the churchyards, particularly around gravestones, is disrespectful to families and friends of the deceased.  The Wildife Wardens wish it to be known that the rewilding of the churchyards is not their project but they were approached in an advisory capacity.  A Parish Councillor commented that grass piles left on the verge against the hedge on Pound Lane could result in gaps in the hedge, killing what is at the base of the piles of grass and the piles of rotting cut grass are not the most attractive.  Going forward, the Parish Council acknowledges that wild flowers are beautiful. However, with our normal method of grass cuttings disposal no longer being viable, the Wildlife Wardnes will be asked to take on the responsibility of removing the piles of grass as agreed as an option previously.  It is appreciated that it will not be possible to remove all of it but certainly a portion of it needs to be taken away and if this cannot be done then the Parish Council cannot agree to continue to support the re-wilding.  It is the first year for this project and there are bound to be things that go wrong.  It is suggested that we use our experience of what has happened to enter into a written agreement with the Bridford Wildlife Wardens with regards to what is planned and when.  Proposed by Cllr Purser, seconded by Cllr Tucker. 

	12
	DEFIBRILLATOR – the second defibrillator and cabinet has finally arrived. Arrangements in hand to have it installed by electrician Joe Elworthy who has agreed to undertake the work at cost.  The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her continued efforts in arranging and completing this project.

	13
	MEETINGS ATTENDED / ONLINE - none

	14
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT for August
Suddenly it is August and summer holidays in full swing. 

Those of you within Teignbridge planning area will have been contacted or already had site visits re the local plan which is currently under development.
Courtenay park, Decoy country park, Homeyards botanical gardens in Sheldon and the Den have all been awarded green flags for quality of management.
Work is being stepped up following an increase in homelessness to offer more help and advice in conjunction with the police.
The Household support fund is available to those struggling financially, please see website for details plus the cost of living advice page.
The fuel bank foundation is providing The Heat Fund for those off grid. See website for details.
Some 5000 households have not responded to requests for information re the £150 energy council tax rebate.
Those eligible for hmrc tax credits must claim before 31st July. There is an hmrc app.
The annual update of the register of electors is starting, when it arrives please check your details to ensure your eligibility to vote in elections.
Garden waste collection subscriptions are now open for renewal, the year starting on 1st September. 25 collections per year.
New anonymous digital mental health support service has been launched. Quell will be delivered by mental health provider Kooth.
If you see any sick or dead wild birds do not handle as avian flu is still around. You can report to Defra 03459 335577.
Please be cautious if wild swimming, sadly a number of deaths have already been reported.
Also in this dry weather be aware of fire risks.
A number and variety of jobs available at Teignbridge please see website.
I hope you all have an enjoyable summer.

	15
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT for September 

I think the next year will be very difficult for many people and Teignbridge has various hardship funds that can be applied for.
The Local plan review is slowly working its way through the system. A final Councillor review of sites is taking place on the 13th of September for incorporation in the final draft plan to go to Council on 15th December.
The launch of the Teignbridge lottery will be promoted this month with £1 tickets on sale in November with proceeds going to charities and not for profit community groups who have registered with the lottery operator.
A recent Kingsteignton fly tipper received a bill for more than £1500 for illegal fly tipping. Please report any incidents or perpetrators to Teignbridge.
Several initiatives being promoted at Teignbridge leisure centres, please see website for details.
As usual still a number of job vacancies in most departments. Sadly a shortage of LGV drivers and loaders is still impacting on the waste collection service which is struggling on in very difficult circumstances.
Bird flu restrictions now in place over Devon and Cornwall please ensure, if a poultry keeper, that all preventative measures are in place.
Digital Devon, please see website, is offering free tailored digital skills training for Devon residents.
Let’s Talk Teenagers webinars are to continue following the phenomenal success of the first ones. Please see website for dates, times and topics.

	16
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – item covered earlier in the meeting

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	17
	BUTTS COTTAGE, BRIDFORD – re proposed rear extension, solar panels, external landscaping , new shed and relocation of oil tank (DNPA ref. 0271/22) A site visit was undertaken by members of the Parish Council who, after discussion, were happy to support this planning application .

	18
	LAND AT SWANAFORD, BRIDFORD – proposed: Part-retrospective application for the change of use to equestrian and the provision of an equestrian storage building (DNPA ref. 0365/22) The details were circulated prior to the meeting and Councillors  viewed the application on the DNPA website.  The Parish Council had no objections to this planning application

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	19
	LAND AT BLACKINGSTONE WOOD, DOCCOMBE -  Notice of Approval of Planning Permission re installation of 30m lattice tower supporting 6 antennas, 4 transmission dishes, 2 equipment cabinets, 1 meter cabinet and ancillary development thereto, including a generator and associated fuel tank, a hard standing area and a 2.4m fenced compound for the Shared Rural Network project (DNPA ref. 0056/22)

	20
	WEEKE BARTON, BRIDFORD – Refusal of Planning Permission re proposed garden pod and plant room to provide an additional guest room at existing guest house (DNPA ref. 0176/22).  

	21
	ROBERTS ACRE FARM, BRIDFORD – Appeal Decision against a refusal to grant a certificate of lawful use or development.  Appeal Dismissed.  (DNPA ref. 308/21) 
(A Parishioner has asked what happens when an appeal is refused / dismissed.   Cllr Padgham is in contact with Nick Savin at DNPA to find out)

	22
	ANY PLANNING DECISION NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	23
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1st July  2022 

Current account

Investment account
	6,185.45
3,771.57
9,957.02

	24
	INCOME
Proceeds from contents of Clothing Bank
	52.00
52.00

	25
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re July Salary

Mrs J P Banks re-imbursement re purchase of basket ball nets  £  8.99
                                                  Re Microsoft 365 renewal sub    £59.99
Mrs K McCrea – reimburse purchase of wildflower seeds      

                           £58.33 + £11.67 VAT                                     £70.00             
                           donation towards wildlife competition costs   £25.00
Mrs J P Banks re August salary
Mrs J P Banks re reimbursement of defib pads £122.99 + £24.60 VAT

No Butts Bin Co. Ltd re ‘Jubilee’ picnic table     £545.00 + £109.00 VAT


	308.38
68.98
95.00
304.38
147.59
654.00
1,578.33

	 26

	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 September  2022 

Current account

Investment account


	4,659.12
3,771.57
8,430.69

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (808.89):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £308.76 Clothing Bank  /  £224.13 Play Park.

Cllr Purser, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked the expenditure and bank reconciliation.  The Parish Council resolved to accept the accounts and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Topley, seconded by Cllr Lord. The Chairman thanked Cllr Purser for checking the reconciliation and expenditure

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	27
	REVIEW OF PARISH PLAN – to be held in November.  The Chairman to circulate some possible dates for the meeting.  

	28
	DOG WASTE BINS – the base of the dog waste bin on the grass at the end of Butts Close has rusted out, dog waste bags are falling through and piling up on the grass below.   Teignbridge to be requested to either repair or replace the bin.  Dog pick up bags can also be deposited in ordinary roadside waste bins.

	29
	BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATURES – confirmation of change of signatories received from Santander relating to the Parish Council current account.  Certified copies of ID would be required to add the replacement signatories to the investment account.  As the signatories will be reviewed in May 2023 following the election of a new Parish Council, it was agreed to leave until then.

	30
	HIGHWAYS – Highways Officer has requested details of any roads, footpaths or cul-de-sacs requiring attention which need priority.   Potholes in School Lane, kerb stones at Scattor View to be submitted

	31
	DREAM-A-WAY  holidays for children and adults with disabilities are asking for a donation. The Parish Council has an unwritten policy that it does not give donations and it does not have a budget for them.  

	32
	SAA EXTERNAL AUDITOR APPOINTMENT ARRANGEMENTS.  The next five year  appointing period runs from 2022/3 -2026/7.  During the prvious 5 year period all smaller authorities were ‘opted in’ to the central procurement regime option to opt out .  All authorities must be given the option to opt-out of the central procurement and appointment scheme and appoint their own external auditor for the next five year period.   Bridford Parish Council agreed to remain part of the central scheme. Proposed by Cllr Tuck, seconded by Cllr Topley.

	33
	CIVILITY AND RESPECT – Parish Council agreed to pass a resolution to signing up to the Civility and Respect pledge.  The Clerk to find out about a Dignity at Work policy in order to complete the pledge statement.  Cllr Padgham is interested in taking part in current courses running.  

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	34
	NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE – parapet replacement at Southwood Dry Bridge.  Road closure has provisionally been planned from 3- 7 October 2022.  A diversion via Pound Llane and Bridford Village will be signed for the duration of the works

	35
	MAJOR CHANGES TO UPGRADE DNPA PLANNING APPLICATION HANDLING SYSTEM – after 12th September, DNPA will be consulting Town and Parish Councils in a different manner and will be requesting all comments to be submitted through its new line website.  Email comments will no longer be accepted after this date.

	36
	ACT (ACTION ON CLIMATE IN TEIGNBRIDGE) GATHERING 1ST OCTOBER at Teign Valley Community Hall.10.30am – 3.30pm

	37
	TEIGNBRIDGE TOGETHER, LOCAL HUB OF DEVON CONNECT – an online platform connecting Devon’s residents to their local community and promoting social action.  Visit your local hub at devonconnect.org/teignbridge  

	38
	LET’S TALK TEENAGERS – Autumn online sessions commencing 13th September 2022.  A new programme for parents and carers of Pre-Teens (8-12 year olds) will be delivered on line in November.

	39
	DIGITAL DEVON is offering free, tailored digital skills tutoring to community residents all over Devon.  Visit the website at www.digitaldevon.org.uk for more information.

	40
	DALC AGM will be held at Exeter Racecourse on 5th October 2022.  Parish Councils may appoint one voting and one non-voting representative to attend.  Bridford Parish Council will not be represented.

	41
	CONCERNS RE TEIGN HOUSING PROPERTY IN BUTTS CLOSE – Teign Housing has confirmed that the property is now void and being worked on.  It will be advertised on Devon Home Choice when it is ready for occupation.

	42
	ANY ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA  -  the use of a field in Bridford  for the exercise of dogs, previously reported to DNPA has been mentioned by a Parishioner, asking what is happening. ‘Dogs Dream’ has been followed up with Nick Savin at DNPA who has reported that investigations are ongoing but taking time.

	43
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Village Garden – Cllr Topley as the Village Garden liason and coordinator asked if a plaque could be erected next to the Normandy Boy statue in the Village Garden and also if the railings could be re-painted.  The railings were painted previously by Alan Fitzjohn. Cllr Padgham to ask him if he would be willing to undertake this task again.  Cllrs Pagham and Topley offered to organise a coffee morning to pay for the purchase of Hammerite paint and a suitable plaque for the statue. 

	44                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 10 October 2022 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall. 


