	Miutes of a meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 4th April 2022 at 7.00pm
Present:  Cllrs J Padgham (Chairman), S Purser, A Lord, E Gallagher, J Topley, K Tucker,

Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and 3 members of the public.

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr P Marriott

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Tucker declared an interest in item 20, the Chairman declared an interest in item 19

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Planning - two Parishioners addressed the Parish Council about their concerns regarding DNPA planning application, agenda item 17 and gave a short presentation.
Report of unauthorised dwelling – the Parish Council has been advised that a barn in a field off Neadon Lane is currently being used as living accommodation. The Chairman agreed to contact Nick Savin, Planning Officer at DNPA to find out if he is aware of the situation and if so, what action is being taken.
Report of the installation of a water supply having been put in to a field at Neadon Lane with a rumour circulating that there are plans for the site to be used for yurts.  The Chairman agreed to contact DNPA to see if any provisional plans have been submitted.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th March 2022, as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

	5
	QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Following concerns about costings, the Parish Council confirmed that it will fund the following events for the celebrations, being the presentation of commemorative mugs to Bridford children up to the age of sixteen, the planting of an oak tree on Pound Lane with the official Queen’s Green Canopy plaque and the materials for the construction and lighting of a fire beacon, one of fifteen hundred across the UK.  Other events will take place over the four day official public holiday and a full programme of events with times and locations will be displayed on the village notice board and on the Bridford website during May.
Tea Party in the Village Hall – organiser Cllr Lord.  There will be sports events for the children at the Play Park followed by tea in the Village Hall.  Item in Unity to request helpers and donations of cakes and draw prizes.  Draw prizes to be left with Mrs Blight at Wood View
Celebration Party at the Woodland Park –  the sub-committee is looking at ways to reduce the cost of this event and fund-raising possibilities.  It is planned to have a Big Jubilee Picnic Lunch with fancy dress through the reign followed by music, open mike, games and stalls,  barbecue and a bar courtesy of the Bridford Inn.
Queen’s Green Canopy Commemorative tree – the oak tree has been planted and the official Queen’s Green Canopy plaque has arrived.  It is planned to have a dedication and unveiling of the plaque ceremony on Friday 3rd June which will be performed by the current PC Chairman, Jennifer Padgham.
Commemorative mugs – the mugs have arrived bearing the official Platinum Jubilee logo and will be distributed to all children up to the age of sixteen, at the Tea Party on 4th June.  There will be a supply of these mugs available to anybody who would like to buy one at a cost of £5 per mug.  Anyone wishing their child to receive a mug or anyone wishing to reserve one to purchase, should contact the Clerk.
Fire Beacon – Acorn has kindly agreed to lend it’s mini-bus to use as a shuttle service from the bus shelter to the Fire Beacon site at Plaston Green.  The sub-committee has carried out a full risk assessment for this event.  Confirmation has been received that the Parish Council’s insurance policy will cover this event for public liability.

	6
	PLAY PARK – Cllr Tucker and Cllr Topley kindly agreed to oversee the playpark and to share between them the weekly inspections.   The silver birch tree, kindly donated by Tom French of Teign Valley Nurseries, which will be the centre piece of a small copse of trees will be planted shortly.  Thanks to Tom for this generous gesture, to David Price for his help and advice and to Karen Gervers and Cllr Padgham for their input to this project.  The Clerk will make enquiries into the Woodland Trust ‘free trees’ scheme and get things underway to  apply to the Trust for some trees as part of the November distribution.

	7
	ALLOTMENTS – two half plots remain vacant and continue to be advertised.

	8
	THREE PARISHES MEETING – Dunsford Parish Council is hosting this year’s meeting, the preferred date is 19th July, to be confirmed.

	9
	LITTER PICKS / GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 2022 – Safety clothing and equipment has been ordered.  Strong disposable gloves and warning triangles have been delivered, hi-vis vests and litter pick grabbers awaiting delivery.  Grant monies from TDC will pay for this equipment.  Cllr Gallagher to liase with Cllr Tucker to arrange a date for the first litter pick.  It is planned to have the village spick and span and litter free for the Jubilee celebrations.

	10
	BUS SHELTER –  re decoration / refurbishment.  Nothing further to report at this stage

	11
	20’S PLENTY FOR DEVON – The Parish Council agreed that it would support Devon County Council’s proposal for a 20 mph limit on country roads and lanes countywide. Cllr Topley will rewrite a draft resolution to support this which will be circulated to the members of the Parish Council and on the agenda for the May Parish Council meeting.  The Parish Council discussed the idea of erecting 20’s Plenty notices around the village designed by local school children as has been done in Christow and Dunsford.  This was supported in principle.  Christow PC will be contacted to find out if Bridford can arrange to order some of these signs

	12
	BRIDFORD WILDLIFE WARDEN REPORT – see appendix (a)

	13
	DEFIBRILLATOR – the machine and heated cabinet has been ordered and paid for. Arrangements to be made for an electrician to install it.  The Clerk will obtain some quotes for this installation.

	14
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE – Cllrs Marriott, Topley and Tucker attended an online Being a Good Councillor induction session which all agreed was very beneficial. A specific recommendation was that Parish Councillors should consider setting up a separate email address for Parish Council use only.
Cllr Purser attended an online South Devon and Dartmoor Community Safety Forum and gave a brief resume of the meeting.

	15
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Devon County council under Team Devon supporting Ukraine website are coordinating support for all Devon authorities giving the latest updates and guidance for those who want to provide sanctuary to Ukrainian refugees. As of today 34 households in Teignbridge have registered their interest. Currently in Devon some 350 households have come forward offering homes to 522 Ukrainians. Teignbridge CVS will be coordinating the community and voluntary sector support.
Devon Communities Together, the community council for Devon has opened a wildlife grant scheme up to £500 per application. See their website for more details.
Hardship fund is still available, see Teignbridge web site for more details.
A covid memorial tree (Sweet gum tree) has been planted with a short ceremony and minutes silence to pay tribute to those grieving.
Local landlords may be eligible for help in improving energy rating of their property, see Teignbridge website for details.
The let’s talk teenagers support course was a huge success with 750 delegates attending over 3 course dates. Further courses are planned.
Stagecoach should have been providing discounted books of bus tickets for students and hopefully this is now happening.

	16
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – No report this month as Cllr Brook not present at the meeting

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 
	

	17
	LITTLE WESTERPARK, BRIDFORD  -  proposed change of use of land from forestry and agriculture to a mixed use to include the production of charcoal (retrospective) DNPA ref. 0095/22.  A very lengthy discussion took place in respect of this application. 
Bridford Parish Council neither supports nor objects to the application but if approved by DNPA,  would wish to see the charcoal made from sustainable arising from the applicants' own woodland with no more than 10% of the wood brought in from hedge-laying or coppice restoration. The PC would want to see burns limited to 20 per annum, undertaken when the prevailing wind is blowing away from Burnicombe Farm and would add, the infrastructure does not currently support an increase in traffic to and from the site.

	 18
	BEREWOOD, BRIDFORD – proposed two storey rear extension with roof terrace, external flue and extension of terrace (DNPA ref. 0089/22)
The planned changes to the property would create a sensible layout through the house on the ground floor and enhance the main bedroom on the first floor. The planned extension is visually attractive, would enhance the lifestyle of the residents and does not exceed the 30% limit for increase in habitable floor space.

Ecological mitigation and an enhancement strategy to reflect the DNP requirement for net gain in bio-diversity, have been considered, while nesting facilities for birds and bat access have both been incorporated into the design and external lighting will be altered to provide a darker nocturnal environment.

No trees or hedges are affected the the planned extension, there is no impact on vehicle or pedestrian access and the site is not visible form the road or footpath.

Bridford Parish Council is therefore happy to support this application.

	19
	THE OLD PARLOUR, ROBERTSACRE FARM, WEEKE BARTON, BRIDFORD 
Appeal against Refusal to Issue a Certificate of Lawfulness for use as a single dwelling house – Use Class C3.   Parish Council invited to submit any additional comments to the Planning Inspectorate at Bristol.  Parish Council’s comment: “The Planning Inspectorate should apply the appropriate planning rules and guidelines when considering this application”

	20
	SEVEN ACRE FARM- request from the owners of the farm to meet on site with the Parish Council to discuss their future plans.  Clerk to contact the farm owner to suggest some dates for a meeting.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION - none 

	21
	ANY PLANNING DECISION NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA -none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	22
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1st March 2022 

Current account

Investment account
	5,355.50

3,769.19

9,124.69

	23
	INCOME

Grant monies from Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook for Defibrillator machine

Proceeds from contents of clothing bank
	500.00
44.00
544.00

	24
	EXPENDITURE

Imperative Training Ltd re purchase of defibrillator and heated cabinet

£1,495 + £299.00 V.A.T.

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary March 2022                                          295.93
                        re holiday pay 2021/22                                                    365.75
Mrs J P Banks re admin expenditure 1 Jan – 31 March 2022 –              141.64
                        Re us of home as office 1 Jan – 31 March 2022               78.00
HMRC re Clerk’s PAYE quarter ended 5 April 2022

Mrs J P Banks re-imbursement of expenditure:
Platinum Jubilee Commemorative mugs - 464.40 +92.88 VAT =           557.28
Queen’s Green Canopy commemorative plaque 52.00 + 10.40 VAT =     62.40
Litter Pick safety wear and equipment:
Litter grabs / 28.45 / strong disposable gloves 43.85 + 8.77 VAT / warning triangles 15.98 / 24 reflective vests 88.10 =                                              185.15

Playsafety Limited re RoSPA Play Park inspection 94.50 + 18.90 VAT

Bridford Village Hall re rooms hire 1 January – 31 March                        24.00
                                    re Post Office rent 1 January – 31 March                48.00

                 
	 1,794.00

  661.68
  219.64

     402.40
      804.83
    113.40

     72.00

4,067.95

	 25
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 April  2022 

Current account

Investment account


	1,831.55
3,769.19

5,600.74

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£793.89):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £308.76 Clothing Bank  /  £224.13 Play Park

	
	Cllr Purser, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked the expenditure and bank reconciliation.  The Parish Council resolved to accept the accounts and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Lord, seconded by Cllr Purser.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	26
	VILLAGE GARDEN -  a request has been received to relocate a statue given to Bridford by the French ‘Twinners’ currently in a parishioner’s garden, to the Village Garden.  The Parish Council agreed that this was a good idea and that the statue should be relocated.  Cllr Topley to make arrangements.  Thanks to Pip Morrison for repairing the statue.

	27
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022 – the Parish Council resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting will not take place this year

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	28
	INTERNAL AUDIT 2021/22- the internal audit will take place on 22nd April 2022

	29
	EXTERNAL AUDIT 2021/22 – PKF Littlejohn are the appointed auditors, submission deadline for receipt of the Annual Return is 1st July 2022

	30
	ANY ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	31
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parish Councillor suggested that the future proceeds from the clothing bank could be used to maintain the defibrillators which periodically need replacement pads and batteries. Residents could be consulted on this idea.
A Parish Councillor asked if the Parish Council could pay for the hire of an annual skip to replace the Rural Skip Service that has been provided by Teignbridge in previous years.  It was confirmed that the cost of a skip would be far too expensive and that the Parish Council would be unable to fund this.

	32                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 9th May 2022 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall. This will be the Annual Parish Council meeting followed by the May monthly meeting. 

.......................................................Chairman   ..................................................2022


