	Minutes of a Remote Meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held online via Zoom on 
Monday 4 January 2021 at 6.00pm.  Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, G Hartnell, 

R Dowding, K Gervers, Dst Cllr Terry Tume, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk). Cllr A Lord joined the meeting via landline phone.  

	1
	APOLOGIES - none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST -  Cllr Lord declared an interest in item 16 and Cllr Padgham an interest in item 21

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – The Chairman was pleased to announce that Di Wastenage, owner of Seven Acre Farm has been awarded an MBE for services to agriculture in the New Years Honours list.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should send a letter of congratulations.
Clothing Bank – Cllr Padgham reported that the clothing bank was emptied in December as planned and despite the reduced rate per kilo, the contents raised £57. There were some loose muddy footwear items and some unbagged clothing which had to be discarded and a bag of soft toys was passed on to a charity. Another Councillor queried if the reward was worth the effort.  Cllr Padgham responded that she and her husband were happy to continue to sort the clothing bank contents and arrange for it to be collected to enable funds to be made available for the benefit of the village community.  The Chairman thanked them for their continued efforts.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the remote Parish Council Zoom meeting held on 7 December 2020 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – there is now one half plot vacant.

	6
	PLAY PARK - the Chairman reported that there is still no progress with regards to the transfer of the Play Park to the Parish Council from Teignbridge.  Refurbishment of the swings currently on hold.

	7
	NEW COMPUTER EQUIPMENT – awaiting confirmation from DCC that the Parish Council can spend the Locality Grant monies originally intended for the creation and set up of a new website, on updating the computer equipment.

	8
	BRIDFORD VILLAGE WEBSITE – an appropriate accessibility statement has been published on the website.

	9
	2021/22 BUDGET – no further amendments. Parish Council resolved to set the precept for 2021/22 at £8,500.   Precept request for £8,500 to be submitted.  A Councillor proposed that an explanation for the increase and subsequent rise in the Community Charge should be published.  The Chairman and Clerk will liaise to prepare an appropriate text for the website and Unity.

	10
	BRIDFORD PCC REQUEST FOR FUNDS TO FELL TREE - the PCC has now obtained funds from DCC Locality Budget and will no longer need financial assistance from the Parish Council.

	11
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE – none

	12
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT

The Chairman Stephen Purser in his role of District Councillor reported that there are a few Teignbridge events being currently in Tier 3 with all the relevant restrictions in place.

Teignbridge venues are observing all COVID requirements.  Teignbridge has received confirmation of a £9.19 million grant from the high Street fund; further information will follow on how and where this is to be spent.  New Housing numbers have been reduced from a proposed 1524 per year back down to around the current 760 per year.   Devon Home choice has put out a consultation on some procedural changes to the operation of the scheme, which closes on 31.1.2021 The Budget is going to Executive this week as start of journey to full Council.  There is likely to be a £5 increase on a band D property 2.88%. Inflation increases on car parks and some fees but savings to be made in all areas. Teignbridge is hoping to build social and affordable houses.  Rural aid likely to be suspended. Consultation on budget now open.

	13
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook had not logged into the short Parish Council meeting before official business was concluded.  The Chairman kept the meeting open in the event that Cllr Brook should arrive.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	14
	SWANAFORD HOUSE, BRIDFORD – re proposed single storey rear extension (DNPA ref. 0582/20).  This application was circulated to Parish Councillors and dealt with between meetings due to the short timescale for responses.  The Parish Council has no objections to this application

	15
	CORBYN, BRIDFORD – re proposed erection of single storey extension to replace porch (DNPA ref. 0603/20)  The Parish Council has no objections to this application

	16
	SNOOKVILLE – re proposed demolition of outbuilding and construction of detached annexe for purposes ancillary to the dwelling (DNPA ref. 0604/20).  The Parish Council has no objections to this application provided that any planning permission granted is subject to the annexe only to be for purposes ancillary to the dwelling

	17
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA – none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	18
	STONEMILL HOUSE – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re amendments to previously approved scheme under planning ref. 0532/19 including changes to building dimensions windows, doors and materials (DNPA ref. 0512/20)

	19
	WHEAL AUGUSTA, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re proposed erection of two storey rear extension with alterations to existing utility room roof (DNPA ref. 0529/20)

	20
	BIRCH TREE FARM, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re proposed demolition of existing derelict pig sty building and construction of new general purpose agricultural building (DNPA ref. 0491/20)

	21
	THE OLD PARLOUR AND SHEEPSHED, ROBERTSACRE, BRIDFORD - Notice of Enforcement.   DNPA should apply the appropriate guidelines and legislation when considering this case

	22
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	23
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 7 December 2020

Current account

Investment account
	7,984.75

3,769.19
11,753.94

	24
	Chilcorn Ltd re proceeds from contents of clothing bank
	57.00
57.00

	25
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary December 2020      
Mrs J P Banks re Admin 1 Oct – 31 Dec                           £65.34

                        re use of home as office     1 Oct – 31 Dec £78.00

                        re use of home as office backdate increase £48.00      
HMRC re Clerk’s PAYE quarter to 5 January 2021   
Bridford Mills Gospel Hall replacement of out of date cheque no. 966    
Mr S Newman re repayment of refundable deposit on allotment plots       
                        
	242.56
191.34

191.60
10.00

45.00
680.50

	26
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 January 2021 
Current account

Investment account
	7,361.25
3,769.19
11,130.44

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£3,043.46):  £105 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £210.76 Clothing Bank  /  £2,001.70 Play Park / £600 Locality budget grant

	
	Cllr Dowding designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had agreed the bank reconciliation to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 1st January 2021

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION -none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	27
	RESPONSE FROM DNPA RE DARTMOOR LOCAL PLAN 2018-36 – the Parish Council is of the opinion that comments and recommendations from Parishes are not being taken notice of or acted upon and the response to a letter sent from the Parish Council to DNPA was that further comments were not being invited or accepted at this stage.  It was agreed that Cllr Dowding should draft a letter to send to Pamela Woods, Chairperson of DNPA Committee, together with copies of the Parish Council’s previous correspondence and response to the Local Plann 2018-36.

	28
	CONNECTING DEVON AND SOMERSET – Connecting Devon and Somerset with support from DCMS, have signed new contracts with three separate suppliers, Airband, Truespeed and Wessex Internet that will deliver full fibre connectivity to 56,396 homes and businesses across six procurement lots within Devon and Somerset. Delivery will be in phases between 2021 and 2024 and now the contracts have been placed, the CDS team will soon be able to share further detail relating to the phasing and sequencing of the work.  The contacts covering Devon have been awarded to Airband. 

	29
	ELECTRICITY FOR CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS – the electricity to power the fairy lights on the Village Garden Christmas tree was kindly made available by Joe Hewings and Rachel Sim at Barnstone.  Kathy Fitzjohn has given them some money to cover the cost of the electricity which the Parish Council has agreed to reimburse.

	30
	ANY ITEMS OF  INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA – none

	31
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – the Snow Warden has advised the Parish Council that the team is using twelve bags of salt each time it goes out.  Volunteers went out on five successive nights last week, leaving supplies a little low.  One hundred and twenty bags of salt have been ordered.  Three more volunteers have been recruited but ideally two more are required who have the use of a vehicle with a tow hitch.  It was agreed that an item should be published in Unity thanking the Snow Warden and her team of volunteers.

	32                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday February 1st 2021 via online Zoom meeting.  Meeting ID and access code to be advised.

…………………………………………Chairman   ……………………………………2021


