	Minutes of a meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 7th February 2022 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs J Padgham (Chairman), A Lord, E Gallagher, P Marriott, Ms J P Banks (Clerk) and four members of the public.  

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr S Purser

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Councillors to declare any personal or prejudicial interest relating to any item on the agenda - none

	3

	PUBLIC DISCUSSION –
Item 28 was brought forward.

DOG DREAMS There is what appears to be a business being run in a field at the top of the back road from Bridford to Christow. A parishioner reported that there is constant dog barking and people shouting / screaming at their dogs from dawn to dusk.  Heras fencing, old car tyres, a tunnel and other equipment have created an eyesore. There is occasional night work maintenance taking place.  Dogs are driven to the field and released to exercise and play. There have been instances of dogs escaping and worrying neighbours’ chickens.  
Nick Savin Enforcement Officer at DNPA has confirmed that he has spoken with the owner and some of what is being said about the set up is inaccurate. He has made contact with the business operator but has failed to establish if they are intending to apply for planning permission. If they don’t make contact with Mr Savin it will be determined that they do not intend to submit an application and this will be pursued through the usual  process. If they do make contact and / or submit a planning application, that will follow the usual route and everyone will have an opportunity to make comments on the application. There is a similar business in the DNP where an application has been approved with restrictions.  It is a long process. The Parish Council has been advised by DALC that it would be best placed at this stage to remain neutral rather than become involved in a dispute between neighbours. If a planning application was to be submitted to DNPA, the Parish Council would be asked for its views.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2022, as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

	5
	APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN – Cllr Purser although not at the meeting, had already agreed to be nominated for the position of vice Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Gallagher, seconded by Cllr Lord, unanimously agreed.

	6
	CASUAL VACANCIES – two casual vacancies remain and will continue to be advertised.

	7
	PLAY PARK – David Price (tree warden) met with Cllr Padgham and Karen Gervers to discuss the proposal to plant trees in the Play Park, including a silver birch tree to commemorate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. David has kindly submitted a very detailed report which was only received today (the day of the PC meeting).  Therefore this will be circulated to Parish Councillors and discussed at the March PC meeting.  An idea has been put forward that the Play Park should be renamed ‘Jubilee Park’.

	8
	ALLOTMENTS – two half plots remain vacant and continue to be advertised.

	9
	BUS SHELTER – application submitted to Teignbridge Clean Up fund for grant monies to purchase paint and other materials to redecorate.  

	10
	GRASS CUTTING – the Wildlife Warden group are in touch with the contractor with regards to the maintenance of the grass verge on Pound Lane.

	11
	BRIDFORD WILDLIFE WARDEN – report received from the Bridford Wildlife Warden group - We met on 29th January to plan our activities for the months ahead.  As well as following through on the Grass Verge Management Plan we have identified two further projects:
1. Re-wilding the Churchyard.  We have been approached by Joseph and Lorraine Dunkley who have agreement from the church elders to “re-wild” the churchyard as part of their Eco Church project.  We have offered our help with this and will be liaising with Joseph and Lorraine to see how we can be involved, for example in surveying the existing flora and fauna.  This is an exciting project because the churchyard is likely to be the most bio diverse area in the whole Parish with many different wildflowers, insects, birds, and lichens.   

2. Parish Wildlife Gardening Competition.  We plan to organise a competition for the best wildlife-friendly garden projects in the Parish, with prizes for the best adult effort and best child effort (5-16).  We will be approaching various local businesses to see if they will donate a prize although we are a little stumped as to a suitable local prize for children.  Please let us know if you have any ideas! We will start to publicise this in the March Unity magazine with a view to having entries judged in the autumn.  We thought that judging could be done with before and after photos with a description of the project and will approach Audrey Compton from Action on Climate Teignbridge (ACT) to see if she will do the judging.

3. Liaison with other parishes and groups.  We are keen to ensure that we do not work in isolation from other initiatives that are taking place.  We will be meeting on 17th February in the Bridford Inn with wildlife wardens from other Teign Valley parishes and other interested individuals to share ideas.  We have also approached Bridford Trust to see if we can have a representative on the Committee.
4. Training.  We completed our initial wildlife warden training in December and on 7th February we will undertake training to allow us to work safely with volunteers.
The Parish Council will consider the groups dilemma of a suitable prize for children and will pass on any idea.

	12
	PARISH PLAN REVIEW to be postponed until the end of the summer and included in the September agenda.

	13
	LETTERS FROM BRIDFORD CHILDREN AT CHRISTOW SCHOOL re the Climate Emergency – an acknowledgement has been sent to the children.  The Chairman will draft a reply including thoughts from DNPA.

	14
	TEIGNBRIDGE LOCAL AREA CLEAN UP FUNDING – an application has been submitted for funds to purchase equipment and safety wear for local children to carry out litter picks around the village and to purchase paint and other equipment required to redecorate the bus shelter including a project by the Scouts to paint murals on the interior. A decision on applications to be made by 25th February.

	Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook joined the meeting at 7.45pm

	15
	QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
The village pub is holding an event on Thursday 2nd June.  This date is also when beacons will be lit nationwide.  A party and children’s sports event will be held on Saturday 4th June.   Cllr Ann Lord and Trudy Cronin will form a sub-committee to organise this.  The village hall has been booked.  The fete marquee has been offered.  Cllr Lord to provide a progress report at the March Parish Council meeting. At the January PC meeting it was agreed that a silver birch tree should be planted to commemorate the Jubilee.  Teign Valley Nurseries has a 6’ tree (Silver Queen) at a price of £22.50.  This has been reserved; the Chairman will look at it and ask David Price (tree warden) if it would be suitable.   It was suggested that the proposed litter pick by local children should coincide with the Jubilee to ensure that village is looking at it s best for the celebrations. The local Scouts could be invited to join the litter pick. Cnty Cllr Brook indicated that he would be happy to provide some funding from his Locality Budget to assist with the cost of the celebrations.

	15a
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT brought forward from item 20

Cllr Brook still has funds available in the current financial year for community projects.  Closing date for applications 11th March.

DCC budget 2022/23 – the County Council contribution to the increases in Council tax means £45 on a band D property.  A 2.99% increase sees 1.99% to the whole fund and 1% to adult and young people’s services.  The amount to run adult services is immense and by the end of the year, this sector will not be within budget.  Virtually no increase to roads, corporate services will see an increase of 2%.  An area of real concern is the debt that is accruing for educational needs. DCC has responsibility for children in care up to the age of 25.  The worrying issue is where the money will come from in future years. It will be a real struggle for a lot of people. The climate change package put together by DCC needs to be pushed forward as soon as possible with transport being a big issue. Many NHS workers live in rural locations, there are concerns with early and late shifts and how it will work. There is a responsibility to ensure that people are not left behind. Supporting climate change is about ensuring that people who live in rural areas are not isolated.  Cllr Brook was asked about the Parish Council’s application for funding to purchase a second defibrillator.  This had not been received. The Clerk will liaise with Cllr Brook and resubmit.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.00pm

	16
	DEFIBRILLATOR – David Wood, Teign Valley First Responder has agreed that the location at Venn Park Garage proposed by the proprietor James Scott, will be suitable.  No charge will be levied against the Council for the electricity used.    Still awaiting confirmation of grant monies before the machine and cabinet are purchased.

	17
	COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANS – although there was an emergency plan put together some years ago, it was decided to start again with a new plan. Cllrs Marriott and Gallagher to lead on this project.  There is guidance, templates and possible funding available details of which the Clerk will investigate and bring to the March PC meeting.

	18
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE
Cllr Marriott recently attended an online short session hosted by South Devon and Dartmoor CSP hosted a short session about Community Payback. These are her notes following the meeting:
Community Payback and Unpaid Work Requirements (UPW) have developed as a sentencing option over the years. An UPW requirement is managed by the Probation Service.  Community Payback is unpaid work which is usually conducted in an area local to the person who has been given an order for UPW and is managed by a Community Payback supervisor. People taking part must wear high vis clothing and are expected to complete anything from 40 to 300 hours of Community Payback, depending on how serious their crime The order is likely to be for 3 or 4 days each week unless the person has work, in which case it will be arranged outside working hours..  Public transport needs to be sufficiently frequent to allow travel to and from the site of the work.  None of the examples given were based in areas as rural as Bridford, but it was clear that the benefits - both to individuals and the local communities - are measurable and worthwhile.

The Chairman attended an online meeting ‘Introduction to the DNPA Local Plan’ on 25th January.  These are her notes following the meeting:
1 DNPA Local Plan currently only available online. Hard copies will be sent to PCs soon
2 DNPA Local Plan needs to be consistent with Govt Policy. DNPA decisions must be in line with Local Plan. Local Plan describes how conservation and enhancement fit with development.
3 Scope of Local Plan covers everything from mineral mining to community development so a very wide range of background evidence is gathered.
4 DNPA Local Plan needs to be read as a whole because the whole plan interacts.
5 Local Plan headline policy changes include.....new local occupancy and self build policy, revised definition of ‘local person’ to support those working in DNP, electric charging point requirements, higher standards of energy efficiency, adaptability and accessibility in new buildings, limitation on size of extensions to prevent loss of smaller homes, requirement for development to deliver biodiversity net gain and opportunities for new homes in farms through conversion of traditional buildings.
6 The new Local Plan is colour coded for easier navigation

	19
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 

Covid rules have changed again with lifting of restrictions although care for your own safety is still advised.  Omicron hospitality and leisure grants for businesses are available and up to £6000 per business. Please apply online.  There are changes coming from BT, albeit 2026 on when the use of copper wire for analogue phones will change. This may well affect those people who have broadband through a copper wire supply, even if only a short length from a cabinet and also businesses which have a mini exchange run through copper wire. I am researching this further and will keep you updated.  Not too late to complete garden birdwatch.

	20
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – see item 15a

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION – none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	21
	ROCKSIDE, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re creation of wildlife pond (DNPA re. 0634/21)
At this point in the meeting, and relating to a query from a Parish Councillor previously, the Chairman referred to a discussion with DNPA regarding ponds and small lakes and confirmed that if a wildlife pond was to become a fishing lake, then it would be a concern.   Ponds and lakes on private land with no public access do not have to provide a life belt.

	22
	RHUS, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re demolition of conservatory and outbuildings to replace with single storey extension (DNPA ref. 0636/21)

	
	ANY PLANNING DECISION NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	23
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1st January 2022 

Current account

Investment account
	5,433.04

3,769.19

9,202.23

	24
	INCOME

Grant monies from Dst Cllr Purser for Defibrillator machine

Refund re returned unused parts from Playdale Ltd


	400.00

98.52

498.52

	25
	EXPENDITURE

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary January 2022
Bridford Village Hall re PC meetings                            16.00

                                   re contribution to PO room hire   40.00


	      247.10

56.00

303.10

	26
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 February 2022 

Current account

Investment account


	5,628.46
3,769.19

9,397.65

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (1,149.89):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £264.76 Clothing Bank  /  £224.13 Play Park, £400 Defibrillator 

	
	Cllr Purser, designated by the Chairman, confirmed prior to the meeting, that he has checked

 the expenditure and bank reconciliation.  The Parish Council resolved to accept the accounts

 and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Gallagher, seconded by Cllr Marriott.


	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	27
	BANK ACCOUNT CHANGE OF SIGNATORIES –  two of the Parish Councillors who have resigned were signatories to the bank account.  These need to be removed.  The Parish Council resolved to add Cllrs Marriott and Gallagher as signatories.  The Clerk will prepare the change of details form for completion and signature.

	28
	DOG DREAMS –  see item 3

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	29
	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST  - a request has been received from a member of the public relating to Parish Council emails between the Chairman and Clerk.

	30
	NOTICE OF TEMPORARY SPEED LIMIT - Teign House Inn to Weir View, Bridford Thursday 3rd March between the hours of 09:30 and 15:30.  A councillor pointed out that this stretch of road already has a 40mph limit.

	31
	360 BUS SERVICE – the operator of the 360 bus service is currently intending to stop operating from mid February due to the route, even though subsidised, being not financially viable. Devon County Council which is the responsible authority is seeking a new provider who hopefully, will be in place by mid February.

	32
	ENERGY BILLS THIS WINTER – free one to one advice sessions available to book online or by phone. Details on the notice board and the Bridford village webpage.

	33
	NEW ASSISTANT CHIEF CONSTABLES APPOINTED in Devon and Cornwall.  Chief Superintendent Nikki Leaper and Chief superintendent Glen Mayhew will formally start in their new roles in February,

	34
	SOUTH DEVON AND DARTMOOR COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP – Forum Event to be held online via teams on Wednesday 23 March from 9.15 – 13.00.  

	35
	DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK – Local List Public Consultation.  Local Planning Authorities are required to publish a list of information they need to “validate” planning applications they receive.  The local list must be reviewed every two years.  The DNPA new Local Plan was adopted in December 2021 and it is considered a good time to update the Local List.   A public consultation will run for six weeks from 26 January – 10 March 2022

	36
	NATIONAL PARK FORUM – Parke, Bovey Tracey, 17 February to be held at the Meeting Room at Parke, Bovey Tracey

	37
	AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW DARTMOOR LOCAL PLAN FOR PARISH/TOWN CLERKS AND COUNCILLORS – repeat extra evening session of the one already held, taking place Thursday 10 February 19.00 – 20.00 (Microsoft teams)

	38
	ANY ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
CLOTHING BANK – the next collection will be on 25th March.  A reminder that all bags put into the bank must be securely tied up.  If anyone need bags, please contact Karen Gervers tel. 01647 252152

DAMAGED ROAD SURFACE – a Parishioner has reported an issue on the road between Blackingstone Rock and Heltor Rock where a great deal of extreme hedging is being carried out.  The road is inches deep in mud and large pieces of tarmac, some too heavy to lift, have been ripped from the middle of the road.  Awaiting some photos.

	39
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parish Councillor reported that Pound Lane (Bridford Hill) became blocked last week by a tractor which had got stuck on the hill causing both the Newton Abbot and Exeter buses to be seriously delayed.

	40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 7th March 2022 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  
..............................................Chairman   ..........................................................2022


