	Minutes of a meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 6 September 2021 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs J Padgham (Chair), R Dowding, K Gervers, A Lord, E Gallagher, K McCrea, Mrs J Banks (Clerk) and one member of the public.  Cnty Cllr Brook attended for part of the meeting

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr S Purser

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST -  none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – the issue was once again raised about the lack of parking for vehicles in the village.  There are more cars in the village than ever before with most households having at least two vehicles. Possible sites to consider as parking areas were suggested being (i) part of the grass area in front of the houses in Oxenpark Gate adjacent to the road and (ii) part of the grass verge at the top of Pound Lane just up from the lay-by.  These options will be explored together with the possibility of providing charging points at these locations for electric vehicles.  
A suggestion was put forward that the bus shelter could be brightened up with a coat of paint and some murals on the interior walls.  Local children could be encouraged to submit ideas, possibly a competition  Cllr Gervers will make enquiries.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 August 2021, as a true and accurate record of the meeting subject to an amendment to item 7.

	Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook joined the meeting at 7.55pm and was welcomed by the Chairman who invited him to speak

	
	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the discussion regarding the Play Park boundary, advising that the Parish Council should take immediate remedial action to remove the hanging limbs from the trees on the Play Park side of the boundary.  Regarding Covid, Devon, Cornwall, Torbay and Plymouth are in a hung state situation for five weeks. Exposure to Covid was previously very limited while the population was being exceedingly good but now things are opening up again there are more cases due to increased interaction.  Due to the current situation, Devon County is receiving additional funds to assist with managing Covid costs.  Masks are no longer mandatory.  Referring to the County Farms Estates, five farms have become vacant with all of the previous tenants now having secured farms in the private sector.  Three of the vacant farms have been let with the fourth about to be offered to a tenant.  The fifth farm will now go to the open market.  Devon farm tenants are getting a reputation for being good at what they do and for being entrepreneurial.   A Parish Councillor wished to advise Cnty Cllr Brook how impressed the Parish Council was with the new Highways Officer and to her hands on approach to issues.  Cnty Cllr Brook said that the key factor regarding highways issues is the budget available and what can be achieved.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.25pm

	5
	PLAYPARK – a robust discussion took place regarding the boundary between the Play Park and adjoining property.   Because of safety issues, on advice from Cnty Cllr Brook, the Parish Council will make immediate arrangements to remove the damaged limbs on the trees overhanging the side of the Play Park.  No financial contribution will be made to the erection of a fence by the owners of the neighbouring property.  Cllr Gervers has stepped down from her role in overseeing the Play Park and will now take over responsibility for the clothing bank.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Gervers for her commitment to the Play Park and for taking on responsibility for the clothing bank.

Quotes have been obtained in respect of replacement parts to repair the swinging steps apparatus.  Cllr Dowding will compare the quotes and it is planned for a decision to be made at the October meeting and the parts ordered.

	6
	ALLOTMENTS – a new tenant has taken over plot 5a.  Plot 3b remains vacant

	7
	ROAD SURFACE AT FARM GATE ENTRANCE – the owners of the farm have kindly agreed to put down hardcore in the field gateway to bring the level of the field entrance in line with the edge of the newly resurfaced road.

	8
	HIGHWAYS ISSUES – the Clerk, together with a Parish Councillor met with the recently appointed Highways Officer, to visit and view various highways issues within the Parish and to prioritise and discuss the way forward regarding these issues, one of which was a request for a change of priorities at the junction of Neadon Lane and Moretonhampstead Road which the Highways Officer is looking into with the contractors.   A suggestion was made that an alternative to this would be to install a mini roundabout.  The Clerk will put this forward to the Highways Officer for consideration as an alternative to the change of priorities.

	9
	PARISH WILDLIFE VOLUNTEER WARDEN  – Vacancy to be re-advertised

	10
	MEETINGS ATTENDED / ONLINE - none

	11
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – Dst Cllr Stephen Purser was not at the meeting but sent in the following report:
The Teignbridge 7 point recovery plan has been agreed by the Overview and Scrutiny committee and will go next to the Executive. These 7 projects cover training support for business, transport hubs, recycling campaign, suppliers to Teignbridge District Council, review of best 2020 process, improved engagement with the community and voluntary sector plus a combined data analysis pilot.
The local cycling and walking infrastructure plan is now out for consultation.
As you will be aware there is a shortage of HGV drivers which is impacting on refuse collection and there may be delays. Currently there are some 10 vacancies so if anyone knows an HGV driver looking for a job send them to Teignbridge District Council
Finally Covid rates still high so please take all sensible precautions.

	12
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – this item and report detailed earlier in the minutes

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	13
	SEVEN VIEWS, BRIDFORD – proposed revisions to window and door arrangements, extend terrace with ramps to allow disabled access and dormers to front and rear (DNPA ref. 0473/21).  Details circulated to Parish Councillors prior to the PC meeting.  The Parish Council has no objections to this application.

	14
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	15
	THE OLD PARLOUR, ROBERTSACRE FARM, BRIDFORD – Notice of Refusal to Grant Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use (DNPA ref. 0308/21)

	16
	LITTLE WESTERPARK, BRIDFORD – Notice of Refusal of Planning Permission re temporary mobile home as dwelling (DNPA ref. 0259/21)

	 17
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	18
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 2 August 2021 
Current account

Investment account
	5,936.59
3,769.19
9,705,78

	19
	INCOME
	0.00


	20
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary August 2021
Judy Topley reimburse allotment trophy


	      247.30
        10.50
    257.80


	21
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 September 2021 
Current account

Investment account


	5,678.79
3,769.19
9,447.98

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£2,081.47):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £264.76 Clothing Bank  /  £1,555.71 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, delegated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had agreed the bank 

reconciliation to the financial records as at 1 September 2021.  The Parish Council resolved to accept the accounting figures and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Gallagher and seconded by Cllr Dowding.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	22
	NOMINATION REQUESTS for Volunteers to receive a thank you letter from the Chairman of Teignbridge District Council.  Bridford Residents will be nominated as a community for helping and taking care of each other during the Pandemic

	23
	ARRANGE PARISH PLAN REVIEW – deferred until the October Parish Council meeting

	24
	MATTERS RELATING TO LOCAL PLAN RESPONSE FROM DNPA – deferred until the October Parish Council meeting.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	25
	GAMBLING ACT 2005 – Review of Statement of Principles is being undertaken.  
A copy of the draft statement of principles can be viewed at 
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/statement-of-principles where the proposed changes can be seen and feedback submitted.   Details will be published in Unity and posted on the notice board.

	26
	ANY ITEMS FOR  INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	27
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – further opportunity for members of the public to comment on any items on the agenda or to bring any other matters to the attention of the Parish Council – nothing further for discussion

	28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 4 October at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  

……………………………………Chairman  …………………………………….2021


