	Minutes of a meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 2 August 2021 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs R Dowding (Chair), A Lord, S Purser, E Gallagher, K McCrea, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk),
Ines Pfiser (Highways Officer, 3 member of the public.

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllrs Padgham and Gervers

	2
	CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR – Kitty McCrea was co-opted to fill the Casual Vacancy of Parish Councillor at Bridford Parish Council, proposed by Cllr Purser, seconded by Cllr Lord and unanimously agreed by all.  Cllr McCrea signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk.

	3
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none

	4
	PRESENTATION OF THE BEST KEPT ALLOTMENT AWARD – awarded for the second year running to Lou and Judy, very deserving and clear winners.

	5
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – the Chairman welcomed Ines Pfiser, (who has recently taken over as the Highways Officer for this area), to the meeting and invited her to speak.    Ines introduced herself and explained her role and also her future plans in that role, intending to be out on the road meeting regularly with the Parish Clerks to identify and discuss issues and prioritise accordingly.  A Parishioner brought to her attention, the recently resurfaced Moretonhampstead Road, a job which has been carried out exceptionally well. However, there is a problem in that the road surface is now higher than the farm gate entrances and the edge of the tarmac has already started to break away as large tractors drive up onto the higher surface.   The adjoining entrances to the fields need to be brought up to the level of the new road surface. Ines did not consider that this would meet criteria and that the Parish Council would need to work with the farmer.  Also mentioned was the part of Lowton Lane where the cows cross the road and where there is a piece of road missing 3 metres wide.  The Parish Council will liaise with the farm owner in an attempt to sort out both of these issues.   The Chair thanked Ines for attending the Parish Council meeting and for her commitment to get highway issues resolved

	Ines Pfiser left the meeting at 7.40pm

	
	A Parishioner has written to the Parish Council asking if there are any plans for more building on farm land in the village, having seen large flat bed lorries carrying long steel girders going in there.   The Parish Council does not know of any additional building and is confident that the owners of the farm would not undertake any work for which they did not have planning permission.  The Parishioner also pointed out that the village is in urgent need of safety hedge cuts on Pound Lane.  This will be brought to the attention of the Highways Officer when she meets with the Clerk in a fortnight’s time.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	6
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 July 2021, as a true and accurate record of the meeting

	7
	PLAYPARK – the boundary fence has been removed and a diseased eucalyptus tree has been removed by the owners of land adjoining the playpark. During removal there was some damage to the canopy of trees in the playpark which is being addressed by the adjoining play park neighbours. The neighbours are currently putting up a substantial fence which will benefit families using the playpark. The Parish Council are grateful to the owners of the adjoining land for doing this.
Refurbishment – Cllr Dowding has obtained a quote to replace the damaged Swinging Steps Chain Assembly part of the climbing apparatus.   Cllr Gervers has also requested a quote from a different company which uses ropes instead of chains, but to date, this has not yet arrived.  It is hoped to have both quotes by the date of the next meeting so that it can be discussed and an order placed.

	8
	ALLOTMENTS – there is one half plot vacant which will be advertised on the website, notice board and in Unity magazine.   

	9
	PARISH WILDLIFE VOLUNTEER WARDEN - there was an initial expression of interest in the vacancy which didn’t result in an appointment.  This will be readvertised.

	10
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE – the meeting planned with the Highways Officer, the Clerk and Cllr Gervers had to be postponed and will take place later in the month.
Cllr Dowding reported that he had attended a meeting of the Trustees of  Bridford Village Hall at which it was agreed to approve the Annual Report and to hold the annual open meeting on 9 August to discuss progress so far and what is to be done going forward.  There is concern about the Hall coming back into use after such a long time due to Covid restrictions, particularly of concern is that it will be less utilised than it was.  The Government  has been very generous in the way of Covid Grants with £18,000 being received up until the end of March and another £8,000 since.  Redecoration work has been carried out inside and out including the installation of oak veneered doors.  Forty new padded chairs have been purchased.  Future plans to be considered include WiFi and the updating of the toilets downstairs.  The downstairs hall needs updating to provide more uses and there are proposals to make it a relaxing area more in the style of a coffee lounge.

	11
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Fairly thin on events this month as the August recess looms.  The dog control public places order is on the website asking for comments.  The Local Plan consultation is nearing the end of the 8 week period for comments.  Better health campaign is being launched to encourage all of us to be healthier.  National lottery has a village hall grant scheme for those seeking funds.

	12
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook not present at the meeting

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	13
	This planning application dealt with between meetings due to short timescales for responses:
THORN FARM, BRIDFORD – re proposed conversion of barn / change of use to holiday accommodation including parking, terrace and garden (DNPA ref. 0348/21).  The Parish Council Planning Committee submitted its report to DNPA and had no objections to the application

	14
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	15
	ROCKSIDE, CHRISTOW – Prior Approval granted re erection of agricultural barn (DNPA ref. 0192/21)

	 16
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	17
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1 July 2021
Current account

Investment account
	6,629.88

3,769.19
10,399.07

	18
	INCOME
	0.00


	19
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary July 2021
Mrs J P Banks reimbursement costs re Play Park equipment / refurbishment materials    £374.84 + VAT where applicable £71.15


	      247.30
    445.99
    693.29

	20
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 July 2021 
Current account

Investment account


	5,936.59
3,76919
9,705,78

	
	Cllr Dowding, the meeting Chairman, confirmed that he had agreed the bank 

reconciliation to the financial records as at 1 August 2021.  The Parish Council resolved to 

accept the accounting figures and authorise the expenditure, proposed by Cllr Lord and seconded by Cllr Purser.

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£2,081.47):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £264.76 Clothing Bank  /  £1,555.71 Play Park 

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	21
	REINSTATEMENT OF CIRCULATION FILE –  during lockdown, all circulation was circulated via email.  The Parish Council agreed that this should continue in the future as it was easier to view on screen with the added advantage of available links to click on for further information.  Cllrs would not have to deliver on to the next person when read, cutting out unnecessary contact.    Most relevant information would still be printed off by the Clerk for the attention of Cllr Lord who does not have computer / internet facilities.

	22
	LANDSCAPES REVIEW – NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITIES – deferred from June & July Parish Council meetings.  A Town Council within the National Park has concerns regarding reports that the Government is considering proposals to scrap the National Park Authorities and establish the National Landscape service that effectively replaces individual National Park Authorities and centralises services in one new organisation. It has written to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs highlighting its concerns and is urging neighbouring Parishes within the DNP area to do the same.   Bridford Parish Council discussed this issue and agreed that it would do nothing at this point in time.

	23
	REINSTATE TALC MEETINGS – a neighbouring Parish Council has asked if other Parish Councils think it would be a good idea to reinstate TALC meetings.   Bridford Parish Council would support the reinstatement of these meetings.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	24
	APPOINTMENTS TO DNPA- following the Authority’s Annual Meeting on 9 July 2021, the following appointments were made:

Chair of Authority – Pamela Woods, reappointed / Deputy Chair of Authority – Peter Harper, reappointed / Chair of Development Management – Philip Sanders, reappointed / Deputy Chair of Development Management – James McInnes, reappointed / Chair of Audit and Governance Committee – Sally Morgan, appointed / Deputy Chair of Audit and Governance Committee – Andrew Cooper, appointed / Chair of Standards Sub-Committee – Sally Morgan, appointed

	25
	ANY ITEMS FOR  INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	26
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – Cllr Gervers has obtained a list and map of Buddle Holes within the Parish.  The Clerk will keep on file for future reference.  Councillor Gallagher asked for the subject of parking in Bridford to be put on the agenda for the September Parish Council meeting, together with recharging points for electric vehicles.

	27                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 6th September at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  

…………………………………………Chairperson  …………………………..2021


