	Minutes of a Remote Meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held online via Zoom on 
Monday 1 March 2021 at 6.00pm
Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, R Dowding, K Gervers, G Hartnell, E Gallagher, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk).  Cnty Cllr J Brook joined for part of the meeting.  Cllr A Lord joined the meeting via telephone landline.  No members of the public logged into the meeting.

	1
	APOLOGIES - none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION - opportunity for members of the public to comment on any items on the agenda or to bring any other matters to the attention of the Parish Council

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting as a true and accurate ecord of the meeting,

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the remote Parish Council Zoom meeting held on 4 January 202, subject to a minor amendment, as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  As the February Parish Council meeting was cancelled, there were no February minutes to approve.
Following on from item 27 in the January 2021 minutes re Dartmoor Local Plan 2018-36,
it had been reported at that meeting that the response of the Parish Council to the first consultation appeared to have been ignored,  that its response to the second consultation appeared to have been summarily dismissed and that it had then been told that the government appointed inspector was neither inviting nor accepting any further representations.  The Parish Council had therefore resolved to express its concerns to Pamela Woods, Chairperson of the DNPA.  However the Parish Council has subsequently been informed that the government appointed inspector will accept statements from attendees of her public hearings.  The Parish Council has a range of concerns about the proposed Dartmoor Local Plan but it has particular concerns about the size of Dartmoor’s economy which it believes has been grossly overestimated.  The DNPA has, for example, stated in its economic data that there are 35 schools on Dartmoor with an average of 57 members of staff in each and it has also estimated that there are 8,000 employees who commute daily from outside the National Park to workplaces on Dartmoor.  The Parish Council is concerned that the grossly overestimated size of Dartmoor’s economy will lead to a series of inappropriate planning policies.  The Parish Council has therefore agreed and submitted a statement to the government appointed inspector about Dartmoor’s economy and it was agreed that it would be represented by Cllr Dowding in the public hearing on 5 March 2021.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS –  Councillors agreed between meetings, in the absence of a February Parish Council meeting, that the tenant of plot 5a should be permitted to take over plot 5b which is too wet and steep for  much crop cultivation, to plant a wild flower meadow and at a reduced annual rental.   There is just one half plot remaining vacant which will continue to be advertised.  The hedge along the top of the allotment ground has been cut.  The owner of the adjacent field organised and agreed to pay for the main part of the hedge to be cut, with the Parish Council paying for the blackthorn hedge running alongside allotment plots 6a and 7a to be done.  

	6
	PLAY PARK  -  the annual RoSPA inspection is due to take place during March.  When we are out of lockdown and the weather improves, the swing seats will be replaced, (having already been authorised last year) together with any other work considered necessary as a result of this years RoSPA inspection.

	7
	SNOW WARDEN /GRITTING – the Snow Warden advised that the salt order has been delivered twice.  As it may not be possible to store this surplus order inside the barn, arrangements have been made for it to be collected by the supplier as once it gets damp, it is not useable in the gritting machine.

	8
	NEW COMPUTER EQUIPMENT – the Clerk has researched and chosen a new laptop computer and has referred it to Graham Read for his opinion prior to purchasing. The cost of the laptop together with the Microsoft 365 programme will be covered by the Locality Budget grant obtained from Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook.

	9
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE - none

	10
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – the Budgets have now all been approved for precepting bodies so bills will follow shortly!  Covid still dominates business, but there is good news with vaccinations and a roadmap for the way forward.  Details for various grant schemes which are added at short notice can be found on the Teignbridge website. The Housing Strategy survey has been launched and closes on 24th March.  Census 21 is now underway.  There are a number of scams to watch out for especially Covid / vaccination/ ppe related.  This week is food waste action week, see websites for further information. The annual Fair Trade fortnight is also under way, again see websites for details

	Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook joined the meeting at 6.30pm.  The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak

	11
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook provided a Budget summary with headlie figures to various departments as follows:  Adult Care: £282,435,000 an increase of 8.3%   /  Children’s Services £158,276,000 an increase of 7.8%  /  Communities, Public Health, Environment, Prosperity £39,837,000  /  Corporate Services £40,387,000  /  Highways and Waste £57,520,000.  Prior to the Budget meetingm an additional £600,000 was added to the Highways budget.  A new fund of £100,000 was created specifically for the cleaning and painting of community furniture.  Communities able to bid for this and match fund abd are encouraged to apply for some of this money when the 21/22 financial year starts.  The Council tax will increase by 4.99%, 3% of this being ringfenced for adult social care in the community.  The remaining 1.99% to support the budget generally. 
Covid19 has generated many additional expenses.  Central Government has made considerable sums available to meet these expenses.  Importantly, £6.4m has been made available as council tax support for individuals unable to pay as a result of the pandemic.  

As we come out of the austerity period, it is worthy of reflecting on what changes have been made - £180m less in core funding.  This represents about 72% of funding. £280m saved over the same period.  Staffing reductions are close to 2,500 but have started to increase more recently as the DCC took back certain responsibilities from private companies. Cnty Cllr Brook was thanked for his assistance in getting the water damage and road repairs carried out at Neadon Lane.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 6.45pm

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION - none

	12
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA 

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	13
	LAND AT SWANAFORD HOUSE, BRIDFORD – Certificate of Lawfulness issued for a proposed development re single storey rear extension (DNPA ref. 0582/20)

	14
	SNOOKSVILLE, BRIDFORD – Refusal of Planning Permission re proposed demolition of outbuilding and construction of detached annexe for purposes ancillary to the dwelling (DNPA ref. 0604/20)

	15
	CORBYN, BRIDFORD – Refusal of Planning Permission re proposed erection of single storey extension to replace porch (DNPA ref. 0603/20)

	16
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	17
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 4 January 2021
Current account

Investment account
	7,361.25
3,769.19
11,130.44

	18
	INCOME
Ian Lucraft re allotment 3a refundable deposit £15.00 + part year rent £12.50
Hamish O’Brien re allotment 5b part year rent £6.50

Mary Roe re allotment 2b refundable deposit £15.00 + part year rent £12.50
	27.50
6.50
27.50
61.50

	19
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs K Fitzjohn reimburse payment towards power for Christmas tree lights

IBIS Computers re laptop repair

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary January 2021
                                                    February 2021

Information Commissioner re Data Protection subscription

Mr G Dicker re grass cutting Oct/Nov/Dec 2020 / Jan 2021

Tree Fellas Devon Ltd £100.00 + £20.00 VAT

Bridford Village Hall re full payment PO rent 1 Oct – 31 Dec 2020  £96.00

                                                                          1 Jan – 31 Mar 2021  £96.00

                        
	10.00

20.00

242.56

242.56

40.00

216.64

120.00

192.00
1,083.76

	20
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  1 March 2021 
Current account

Investment account


	6,338.99
3,769.19
10,108.18

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£3,073.46):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £210.76 Clothing Bank  /  £2,001.70 Play Park / £600 Locality budget grant

	
	Cllr Dowding designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had agreed the bank 

reconciliation to the financial records as at 1st March 2021.  The Parish Council resolved to 

accept the accounting figures and authorise the expenditure.


	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	21
	REMOTE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS –  going forward  The legislation permitting councils to meet remotely will come to an end on 6 May 2021and as it currently stands, all council meetings held on, or after 7 May, must therefore return to a face-to-face format. It is recommended that the Annual Parish Council meeting is held remotely in the first week of May prior to the regulations expiring so it can be certain of going ahead.  With regards to the Annual Parish meeting, since there is currently no requirement to assemble the Annual Parish meeting, a Council can choose not to do so or can choose to hold it remotely prior to 7 May.

	22
	STANDING ORDERS – annual review.  Circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  Amendment proposed and agreed to amend items 3g to read: Subject to standing order 3f, a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes without the consent of the Chairman of the meeting  and item 3x to read: A meeting shall not exceed a period of 2 hours unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting.

	23
	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS – annual review.  Circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  Proposed by a Parish Councillor that it would be helpful to the Clerk to pay expenditure by way of electronic bank transfer.  The Clerk explained that Santander Bank will only do this where the account is operated by any one signature. All Parish Council payments currently must be authorised by any two signatories.  Another reason this would not be possible is that to carry out an electronic funds transfer, the bank sends an authorisation code to a mobile phone and the Clerk does not have any mobile phone signal where she lives.  Payments will therefore continue to be made by cheques until such time that this is not possible when it may be time to review the provider of our banking services.  No amendments therefore made to the Financial Regulations.

	24
	STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL – Circulated to Councillors prior to meeting, Reviewed with no amendments made.

	25
	RISK ASSESSMENT – annual review.  Circulated to Councillors prior to meeting.  Reviewed with no amendments made.

	26
	ASSET REGISTER – annual review.  Circulated to Councillors prior to meeting.  Small notice board taken down removed from asset register.

	27
	INTERNAL AUDIT – the Parish Council resolved to approve the appointment of Penny Clapham to audit the accounts for year end 31 March 2021

	28
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	29
	GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT – item in Unity inviting tenders for a new three year contract.  Two new companies have been in contact requesting details of the schedule.  Details to be sent.  Discussion and decision to be made at the April Parish Council meeting.

	30
	ANY ITEMS FOR  INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	31
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION –  another volunteer has come forward to join the telephone box book library / bus shelter CD/DVD library.  As this person does not have internet facilities, Cllr Gervers will print and supply them with a copy of the rotas co-ordinated by Cllr Hartnell..  There are now seven volunteers on the rota who will look after the libraries for a month at a time.  The Chairman thanked everyone participating in this project.

	 32                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday April 12 2021 via online Zoom meeting.  Meeting ID and access code to be advised.

………………………………………………Chairman  ……………………………….2021


