	Minutes of a remote Meeting of  Bridford Parish Council held online via Zoom on Monday 7th December 2020 at 6.00pm  
Present:  Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, K Gervers, G Hartnell, R Dowding, 
Mrs J P Banks (Clerk).  Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook and Mr J Poynton attended for part of the meeting.  Cllr A Lord joined the meeting via land line phone.

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr E Gallagher retrospectively

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Councillor Dowding declared an interest in item 8, in his role of Bridford Hall treasurer.

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION - item 9 was brought forward and discussed.  Jarrod Poynton the Bridford website administrator has reviewed the existing website.  New regulations and guidelines are a very grey area.  Access covers a variety of things and nobody can guarantee that a website is completely accessible. Suggest a ‘disproportionate statement’ is added to the website which Jarrod will compose, circulate and publish. This was agreed by the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Jarrod for his continued assistance with the administration of  the website.
DNPA Consultation programme – 544 comments were received by DNPA on the previous draft.  In almost every case, the action was ‘none proposed’ and it is felt that DNPA is not paying attention to consultation comments. Parish Council agreed that a letter should be sent to the Government Inspectorate.  Cllr Dowding to draft letter and circulate to other Parish Councillors for comments.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the remote Parish Council Zoom meeting held on 2nd November 2020 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – existing tenancies not renewed in respect of plots 2b, 3, and 3a. 3a now has a new tenant and awaiting confirmation of a new tenant for plot 2b.  There are currently two half plots vacant.   The top hedge needs a severe pruning.  It is believed the hedge is owned jointly by the Parish Council and the owner of the adjoining piece of land.  Francis Leversedge will contact the owner of the adjoining land to arrange for a quote to be obtained to cut the hedge and for the costs to be shared. Will also enquire about replacing the top gate.

	6
	PLAY PARK  -  currently nothing further to report.

	7
	TELEPHONE BOX  Book Exchange – two Parishioners have volunteered and there is now a team of six on a rota organised by Cllr Hartnell to look after the telephone box and the CD’s and DVD’s in the bus shelter. The Chairman thanked everyone involved in the success of this project.

	8
	RENT PAYABLE TO VILLAGE HALL RE POST OFFICE SERVICES – the Parish Council was advised that Bridford is the only location where the PO has to pay rent. The PO at Chudleigh who run the service has asked if this could be waived.  The Parish Council is currently making a contribution of £4 per session to Bridford Village Hall being 50% of the rent.  Bridford Hall committee asked the PC to pay 100% i.e. £8 per session. While its meetings are being held online, the Parish Council does not have to pay for the hire of the village hall which has already been budgeted for, so it was suggested and agreed that some of these funds could be used to pay the additional £4 per session for the time being.  To be reviewed again next September. 

	9
	NEW BRIDFORD WEBSITE – dealt with earlier in the meeting under item 3

	10
	WILD FLOWER MEADOW – alternative locations suggested to the Parishioner who put forward the idea were not considered suitable and therefore this project will not now proceed.

	11
	MEETINGS ATTENDED /  ONLINE – Cllr Dowding attended an online meeting of the TDC Standards Committee.

	12
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – The Chairman in his role of District Councillor reported that the main topic at TDC is generally about Covid and which tier we are in.  A guide is available from TDC as to what help is available and how to access it. Leisure Centres will be reopening with appropriate measures in place.  Teign Estuary Trail between Newton Abbot and Teignmouth is out to consulation until 18 December.  

	Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook joined the meeting at 6.55pm.  The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak

	13
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT –   3% increase in the cost of Adult Services does mean Council tax will go up and will affect people on low pay. There is good progress with the road network with quite a lot of work effectively done.  Devon did exceptionally well in additional funds and this money is being utilised.  There will not be any more rural skips.  Restrictions at recycling centres are causing problems.  The County is discussing with the Department of Transport over Schools Budget.  Serious gaps remain in the differentials between schools.  Full Council met online last week with lots of worthwhile motions of real practical issue going forward to Cabinet.  The Chairman asked Cllr Brook if funds received from the Locality Budget for the purpose of setting up a new website could instead be utilised for updating the Parish Council’s computer equipment.  Cllr Brook advised Clerk to contact Chris Ring at DCC to confirm.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 7.10pm

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION – none

	14
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA – none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	15
	THE SANCTUARY, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re proposed extension to side of house, insertion of roof light to roof over entrance hall and insertion of patio doors to rear elevation (DNPA ref. 0477/20)

	16
	LITTLE TOR FARM, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re proposed erection of two storey extension (DNPA ref. 0436/20)

	17
	LOWER HOLE, BRIDFORD – appeal against Refusal to Issue  a Certificate of Lawfulness re proposed siting of two mobile field shelters on skids  Appeal Dismissed.   

	18
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA – none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	19
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 2nd November 2020

Current account

Investment account
	7,660.95
3,769.19

11,430.14

	20
	INCOME
H O’Brien allotment rent plot 5a

R Spurr allotment rent plot 2a

Locality Budget grant

Cancelled out of date cheque no. 966

	15.00
15.00

600.00

10.00

640.00

	21
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary November 2020                                 £242.56

                        re backdated pay increase 1 April 2020 – 31 October  £  45.58
The Bridford Trust re repairs to allotment gate 

	     288.14

28.06
316.20

	22
	ACCOUNT BALANCES  7 December 2020 
Current account

Investment account


	7,984.75
3,769.19
11,753.94

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£3,031.46):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £126 Village Garden / £153.76 Clothing Bank  /  £2,001.70 Play Park / £600 Locality budget grant

	
	Cllr Dowding designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had agreed the bank reconciliation to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 1st December 2020

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	23
	BRIDFORD VILLAGE  WEBSITE – dealt with under item 3

	24
	2021/22 DRAFT BUDGET – figures agreed with a proposed precept for 2021/22 of £8,500, to be finalised at January PC meeting.

	25
	CLERK’S USE OF HOME AS OFFICE -  the amount payable re HMRC guidelines increased to £6 per week w.e.f. 1st April 2020 - an increased quarterly payment to the Clerk of £78 (currently £54) and a back payment 1 April – 30 October of £48. The Parish Council resolved to agree the increased payment with effect from 1 April 2020.

	26
	CLERKS ANNUAL PAY INCREMENT -  the Parish Council resolved to approve an annual salary increment in line with Government pay scales w.e.f.  April 2021 from £13.78 to £14.05 per hour.

	27
	BRIDFORD PCC – the Parish Council received a request for financial assistance with the felling of a tree in the churchyard.  A Parish Councillor commented that the Church Council has been aware that the tree in question needed cutting down for many years but it has been allowed to grow and there do not appear to be any plans for managing the churchyard.  The Clerk has supplied the PCC Secretary with details of grants available. They have submitted an application for funds from the DCC Locality Budget and if successful will not need assistance from the Parish Council.  To be revisited at the January meeting.  

	28
	OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE –  Churches have been contacted with the view to purchasing a recommended book of condolence for the eventual death of HM Queen Elisabeth.  Bridford Parish Council has already agreed that it will supply a book of condolence which will take the form of a loose leaf folder with a picture of the HM Queen Elisabeth on the cover and which will be lodged in Bridford Church.

	29
	CHECKING OF VILLAGE GRIT BINS – all bins in the Parish have been visited, checked for contents and accessibility in preparation for the winter.

	30
	DNPA CONSULTATION – SETTLEMENT PROFILE UPDATE 2020 – questionnaire completed by the Parish Council and submitted to DNPA

	31
	COPPLESTONE AND HEATH WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT PLAN STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION – details were circulated to Parish Councillors and comments submitted prior to the Parish Council meeting due to short timescales.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
	

	32
	TERMINATION OF RURAL SKIP SERVICE and estimated costs of the Parish Council providing this service.  Based on the amount of recycling deposited at the last Rural Skip, the estimated cost of the Parish Council organising a future collection is estimated in excess of £2,000.  The decision was made not to pursue this.

	33
	ANY ITEMS OF  INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA – none

	34
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – noting further for discussion

	35                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday January 4th 2021 via online Zoom meeting.  Meeting ID and access code to be advised.

	
	………………………………………Chairman  ………………………………..



