	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 2nd March 2020 at 7.00pm.                                                                                                      

	Present Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, A Lord, R Dowding, K Gervers, G Hartnell, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk), DNPA Ranger Pete Rich and two members of the public.

	1
	APOLOGIES -  none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION  
Road past Heltor and Burnicombe – a Parishioner brought to the attention of the Parish Council, the rapidly deteriorating state of the road past Heltor and Burnicombe. This has been reported to DCC online by numerous Parishioners and by the Parish Council which has also submitted photos showing the extent of the damage. On one access to the webpage, the location came up as having been repaired! The online message now indicates that it will be reviewed by March 26th.   Residents are urged to keep logging on to the Report a Problem page and reporting it.
Climate Emergency - a Parishioner, currently involved in the local Climate Emergency, came along to promote the local group of people who are interested in working towards a Climate Emergency resolution and asked if a member of the Parish Council could be assigned to liaise with the group.  Could the Bridford website be utilised as a means to encourage car sharing?   An ongoing idea which might be a good way forward is the thought of providing the means, knowledge and research into households making their own insulation.  A lot of energy companies are required to supply insulation for free.
DNPA Ranger- the Chairman invited him to speak.  There is not a lot to report and not a lot of work has been undertaken due to the incessant wet weather.  Several of the stepping stones at Steps Bridge have fallen over but are currently under water so cannot be put back up.   The final settlement from the Government has remained the same as last year.  A Parish Councillor asked if the Ranger was aware that a group of motorcyclists were regularly riding up through Dunsford Woods on the bridleway.  DNPA is aware of this illegal activity.  The Parish Council will be kept updated.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th January 2020 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  The Parish Council meeting planned for 3rd February 2020 was cancelled due to insufficient Councillors able to attend to make the meeting quorate, therefore no minutes for February.

	5
	PARISH COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION – the Parish Council has received and accepted the resignation of Francis Miles.  The Chairman thanked Francis for her input and support during her term of office and wished her all the best for the future.

	6
	CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR – the official Notice of Casual Vacancy was lodged with Teignbridge and the vacancy advertised.  No requests for an election were received by Teignbridge and permission was given for a Councillor to be co-opted.  The merits of two applicants were discussed in length and a vote taken by way of a show of hands, resulting in Emma Gallagher being co-opted for the remainder of the four year term of office.

	7
	ALLOTMENTS – the tenant of plot 4b does not have sufficient time for an allotment and does not wish to proceed with the tenancy. The Parish Council had permitted the tenant to take over the plot rent free for six months to enable it to be prepared.  As no preparation work has been done to the plot, the Parish Council agreed that the deposit should be forfeited.  A Parishioner new to the village would like to take on plot 5a and the agreement will be prepared and sent out for completion.  One half plot remains vacant.

	8
	PLAY PARK - Teignbridge Estates department has confirmed receipt of the Parish Council’s request to transfer ownership of the Play Park but there is currently no further update in this respect.  One estimate has been received re legal costs.  The Clerk will obtain two more.   The annual RoSPA inspection will take place during March.

	9
	BRIDFORD HILL / GRITTER - the broken part for the gritter has been sourced and the machine repaired.  The part was supplied under guarantee, together with a spare.  Thanks have been conveyed to Mike Harding for undertaking the repair.  More volunteers are urgently needed both to tow and to operate the gritter.  The Parish Council has been advised that although a 4WD vehicle is preferable, it is not essential and the gritting machine can be towed using an ordinary vehicle.  This may encourage more volunteers to come forward.  The Clerk will liaise with the Snow Warden to follow up the idea of preparing posters to try and get more residents involved.

	10
	TANKERS on route to and from Seven Acre Farm – the recent project has now been completed.  If another such project is planned for the future the owners of the farm business have agreed to meet with the Parish Council first to establish, among other matters, some environmental issues.  

	11
	ADOPTION OF TELEPHONE BOX – the Scouts have been approached with the idea of them taking on the kiosk as a book exchange, as a community project but although followed up, no response has yet been received.

	12
	NOMINATIONS FOR ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 2020 – Cllr Padgham was nominated by the Parish Council to attend the Royal Garden Party but unfortunately her name was not one of the successful ones drawn from the hat.

	13
	DAMAGE TO ROAD AT BURNICOMBE – dealt with earlier in the meeting.  See Public Discussion

	14
	CLIMATE EMERGENCY / STREET LIGHTING – following reports that some street lighting was remaining on all night, a Parishioner volunteered to walk around the village in the early hours of the morning and reported that at 1.30am the only lights on were at the foot of the church steps and in the telephone box.

	15
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook not present at the meeting

	16
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – Dst Cllr Purser reported that the Local Strategic Plan is working its way through, also the Exeter Strategic Plan.   The budget has now gone through with a number of tax increases.  Sunday car parking which was previously free will now be charged.  There will be a charge for emptying dog waste bins on land other than highways.  Dst Cllr Purser has been successful in the reinstatement of Rural Aid funding which was previously withdrawn.  This will be available to all Parishes within the District which draw up to a £20,000 precept with a grant limit of £2,000.  This will now include Parishes within DNPA, previously excluded.  £26,000 has been budgeted for this purpose.

	17
	MEETINGS ATTENDED  
A Parish Councillor attended a Climate Workshop hosted by Action on Climate in Teignbridge (ACT), a local pressure group of committed activists recognised by TDC.  Bridford PC has, like other small councils, a very small carbon footprint and so there is very little direct action that it can take but we nevertheless await guidance to be published on the ACT website.

 A Parish Councillor also attended a Tree Seminar hosted by TDC and given by various organisations that were again very committed.  Lots of factors are coming together which will lead to a lot a tree planting.  The Forestry Commission and the Woodland Trust work together and will give free advice and whips for planting in public spaces.  Key message was the right tree in the right place.  For purposes of bio-diversity and disease a mixed planting including non-native species is preferred.  Carbon credits are available for new plantings.  Specific issues include the ecology emergency and ash die back disease.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	
	The following applications were dealt with between meetings due to timescales for submitting comments:

	18
	THE HIDE, BRIDFORD  re proposed shed and woodstore (retrospective) (DNPA ref. 0011/20).  No objections from the Parish Council, report from PC Planning Committee submitted with observation sheet.

	19
	STONEMILL HOUSE, BRIDFORD – amendment to original application relates to the removal of a large shed. (DNPA ref  0532/19) No objections from the Parish Council

	20
	4 MORETON TERRACE, BRIDFORD – re proposed Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use being the erection of a front entrance porch (DNPA ref 0035/20).  The Parish Council supports this application

	21
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA -  none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	22
	LAND AT LOWER HOLE, BRIDFORD –  Refusal of Planning Permission re proposed retention of two mobile field shelters for grazing livestock (DNPA ref 0554/19)

	23
	STONEMILL HOUSE, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re replacement stable (DNPA ref 0532/19)

	24
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA  -  none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	25
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 6th January 2020
Current account

Investment account
	4,093.71

3,764.68

 7,858.39 

	26
	INCOME

Bank interest December 2019
                      January 2020

Mr I Lucraft re part year allotment rent

Bag 2 School re proceeds of the contents of the clothing bank


	1.08
1.12

11.25
52.00

65.45       

	27
	EXPENDITURE
IBIS UK re computer repair

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary January 2020
Bridford Village Hall re use of hall for PC meetings 1 Oct -  31 Dec        48.00

                                   re contribution to PO rent         1 Oct - 31 Dec        44.00

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary February 2020
Mrs J Padgham re clothing bank keys
	               40.00
226.98
92.00

226.78

10.50

596.26

	28
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 2nd March 2020
Current account

Investment account


	3,560.70
3,766.88

7,327.58

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£538.46):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £70.76 Clothing Bank  /  £251.70 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 2nd March 2020.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	29
	CLERK’S ANNUAL PAY INCREMENT – Parish Council resolved to approve annual increment increase from level SP26 to SP27 £13.41 per hour (increase of £0.52 per hour) with effect from 1st April 2020.

	30
	THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN -  20 March – 13 April 2020.   The Parish Council declined the offer to sign up.

	31
	INTERNAL AUDIT 2020 – the  Parish Council has authorised Penny Clapham to undertake internal audit. 

	32
	TEIGN TENNIS TRUST – request to send PC representative to AGM.  No Councillors available to attend.

	33
	SEVEN ACRE FARM – motorcycle track.  There has been a complaint from a Parishioner about the use of a field at the rear of Seven Acre Farm for motorcycling activities.  Our DNPA Ranger confirmed that this is permitted for twenty-eight days a year without the need for planning permission. The Parish Council will not be taking any action at this stage.

	34
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – received since publication of the agenda - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

	35
	MAYOR OF DAWLISH QUIZ NIGHT 21st March.  Bridford Parish Council will not be represented

	36
	BRIDFORD RURAL SKIP SERVICE will take place in the lay-by at the top of Pound Lane on Saturday 4th July 2020.  This has been diarised and posters will be displayed nearer the date.

	37
	SOUTH WEST RURAL STRATEGY ROAD SHOW 23rd March at Honiton.  Bridford Parish Council will not be represented.

	38
	DARTMOOR ASSEMBLY ON THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY – invitation to event 7th March 2020.  Bridford Parish Council is involved in supporting the Climate Emergency on a local basis and will therefore not be attending this event 

	39
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	40
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – nothing further for discussion

	41                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 6th April 2020 at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

	
	Joan Banks - Clerk to Bridford Parish Council



	
	CIRCULATION

Newsletters and Reports

Christow Parish Council Minutes September/October/November/December 2019

Dunsford Parish Council Minutes August/September/October/November/December 2019

Clerks and Councils Direct January 2020
Miscellaneous

SLCC – Devon Branch annual accounts

Bridford Parish Register of Electors

Amendments to Register of Electors

Ongoing record of Clothing Bank Receipts and Payments

Feature re Climate Change

Email from DNPA re 4 Moreton Terrace

Letter from DCC re Drainage Maintenance Responsibilities

Police Contact Details

Correspondence sent 

Various


