	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 6th January 2020 at 7.00pm.                                                                                                      
Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, A Lord, R Dowding, K Gervers, G Hartnell, F Miles,                                                      Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and three members of the public.  Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook attended for part of the meeting.

	1
	APOLOGIES - none 

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION - complaint by a Parishioner re the large tankers entering and leaving the village.  There have been a number of instances where vehicles have lost traction both on the hill and by the telephone box, have been unable to get started and blocked the road.  Concerns about emergency vehicles not being able to get through. Concerns about run off entering the water course.  A number of damaged car wings and mirrors reported.  Foul smell from spreading on the fields resulting in residents feeling ill and having to stay inside.  Project was supposed to be completed by Christmas but bad weather has delayed it. Parishioner handed the PC a copy of Government guidelines regarding the treatment of sludge in agriculture.   Highways Department aware and advised that the project is time limited but it is still ongoing as at 6th January.  A letter will be sent to the owners of Seven Acre Farm asking if the project has complied with Government guidelines.  How much longer will this continue? / will it happen again? / if so, need to liaise and agree on conditions / tankers take up the entire width of the lane / a danger to other road users, walkers, horse riders / substantial damage to grass verge which needs to be reinstated.   
Complaint by Parish Councillor re state of the Bridford to Moretonhampstead road by Heltor and Burnicombe where there is deep mud and only a small section of road remaining in the middle of the lane.  The Parish Council will report this to DCC via the online reporting site and complainant advised to do the same.  

Snow Warden explained the current excess supply of salt/grit being stored.  Requirements depend on the weather which, if exceptional, can use more than the allocated allowance.  Some of the supply inside is already damp and this year’s delivery which is still stacked outside needs to be stored inside the barn.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th December 2019 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – all plots have tenants.   Two rents to collect this month from tenants who were given first six months rent free as plots needed a lot of preparation.

	6
	PLAY PARK - proposed transfer from TDC to Bridford Parish Council.  Application form completed and submitted to Teignbridge.  Parish Council hoping to secure the services of a local solicitor to act on its behalf in the transfer of the land.  Still not known if the land will have a nil asset transfer value.  Confirmation sent to grass contractor to take over its maintenance

	7
	BRIDFORD HILL - supplies and storage of salt – dealt with under Public Discussion

	8
	TANKERS on route to and from Seven Acre Farm – dealt with under Public Discussion

	9
	ADOPTION OF TELEPHONE BOX – The adoption of the phone box is now complete.  BT has provided a maintenance manual with details of parts, paint suppliers etc. Suggestions for use:  Electric vehicle charging point – not viable due to location and parking problems / Installation of defibrillator – already investigated with South West Power quoting extortionate rates to bring a cable down the pylon behind into the phone box, defibrillator already installed and operational outside the Village Hall / Book and jigsaw puzzle exchange – this has been done successfully in other villages and was considered to be a good idea.  The telephone box would need to be racked out and a volunteer would be required to look after it and run the project.   It was suggested that the local Scout Group may like to take this on as a Community Project.  Local Scout Group leader to be contacted to see if interested.

	Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook joined the meeting at 7.35pm. The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak

	
	Cllr Brook was asked for his assistance with regards to the ‘tanker issues’ and offered to make contact with the owners of the farm to see where we all lie with the situation.  There is not a huge increase on last year’s budget but there will be an increase in adult care services. The current system is being made to work as best as can.  The Government needs to look at how adult services needs are handled. The environment and green issues have become more important than potholes. Twenty-six inches of rain during August and September has worn away roads.  Successful additional funding will be used for road repairs.  Potholes should be reported on the DCC Report a Problem webpage.  Cllr Brook agreed to allocate £1,000 of his locality budget towards legal fees and repair and refurbishment of the Play Park.

	10
	ANNUAL BUDGET AND PRECEPT REQUEST – following amendments made as suggested at the December meeting, the Parish Council has approved the draft budget.  There will be no increase in the precept request for 2020/21 which remains at £7,750.

	11
	CLIMATE EMERGENCY –  Cllr Miles reported that a group meeting has agreed how to get things going with  a short list of people who will be approached to find out where concerns lie and what can be done about it.  Within the next month, those who think it a good idea, to meet.  Ultimately, there will need to be a public meeting.  Identify a small number of achievable actions within an achievable timescale e.g. Could we, with public consultation and agreement, reduce street lighting at night by increasing the ‘darkness time’ i.e. the time the lights are turned off?  Reportedly one of the street lights, believed to be outside Old Harriers goes off at midnight and comes on again at 1.00am.  DCC need to be advised that the timer requires resetting.  A Parishioner has offered to check and confirm to the Clerk the actual location of this light.  If the Parish Council is successful in transferring the Play Park from TDC, it should be high on the agenda to plant more trees.

	12
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – presented earlier in the meeting

	13
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – currently fairly quiet.  The budget under discussion, 2.9% increase on Band E properties, but the maximum increase is £5.  The budget proposed does away with rural aid completely but Cllr Purser is trying to still include an amount to help smaller parishes with little or no reserves, but this is not looking hopeful. All new housing with off street parking will have facilities to install a charger for electric vehicles.  The District Council is looking at ways the transfer of assets to Parishes is dealt with. 

	14
	MEETINGS ATTENDED by Parish Councillors - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	
	The following application was received after the publication of the December agenda and was therefore treated as being dealt with between meetings due to timescales for submitting comments:

	15
	LAND AT LOWER HOLE BRIDFORD - re proposed retention of two mobile field shelters for grazing livestock.  (DNPA ref. 0554/19).   The Parish Council supports this application and has submitted a detailed report from its Planning Committee.

	16
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION – none

	17
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	18
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 11th December 2019

Current account

Investment account
	4662.30

3763.56
8425.86    

	19
	INCOME
Bank interest November

	1.12
1.12
       

	20
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary December 2019
Mrs J P Banks re Admin expenditure 1/10/19 – 31/12/19       117.61
                        re use of home as office 1/10/19 – 31/12/19      54.00
HMRC re Clerk’s PAYE quarter ended 05/01/20


	226.78
         171.61
170.20
568.59

	21
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 6th January 2020
Current account

Investment account


	      4,093.71

3,764.68

 7,858.39

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£686.46):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £18.76 Clothing Bank  /  £251.70 Play Park 

Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 6th January 2020.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	22
	NOMINATIONS FOR ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 2020 – the Parish Council suggested that Cllr Lord should be nominated again.  Cllr Lord to confirm with the Clerk within the next few days and if not, the suggested nomination is Cllr Padgham.

	23
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – received since publication of the agenda
NOMINATION OF AN ADDITIONAL TRUSTEE FOR BRIDFORD TRUST –  The Parish Council nominated Trevor Cronin – nominated by Cllr Dowding, seconded by Cllr Padgham, all in favour.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION - none

	24
	ANY OTHER  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	25
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
A Parish Councillor has heard reports that the sorting offices are to be closed in Christow, Tedburn St Mary and Cheriton Bishop.  The Clerk will try and find out more details.

	26                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd February 2020 at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

	END OF PUBLIC MEETING

	PART TWO – CLOSED MEETING OF BRIDFORD PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE

	
	.................................................................Chairman  ...............................................2020



