	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Wednesday 11th December 2019 at 7.00pm  
Present: Cllrs S Purser, J Padgham, A Lord, R Dowding, G Hartnell, F Miles, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and eleven members of the public.  Devon & Cornwall Police Beat Manager Steve Rogers attended for part of the meeting.                                               

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr K Gervers

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
Cllr Miles spoke about what Bridford can do with regards to the Devon Climate Emergency.  Members of the Teign Climate Hub were present, many of whom have specific and useful skills.  Cllr Miles invited them and other members of the public present to outline why the Climate Emergency matters to them.   There is a need to engage the village and form an action group.  What can we practically do? Try to be focused and practical / use best wisdom / have defined goals / engage with other villages.  How could we as a Parish Council be part of a wider group?   Teign Climate Hub is holding a forum on 13 February.  The group has a pack for Town and Parish Councils: ‘What to do Next.’   World leaders are all talking about the Emergency without actually doing anything.  Whilst many items under the resolution are not applicable to Bridford, there needs to be action and engagement with as much of the Parish as possible.

	Devon & Cornwall Police Beat Manager Steve Rogers joined the meeting at 7.40pm

	
	Cllr Miles stated that Doddiscombsleigh, Hennock and Dunsford have already declared a Climate Emergency and requested that Bridford Parish Council also make a declaration.   The Chairman read out the proposed resolution.  This was proposed by Cllr Miles and seconded by the Chairman.  With five in favour and one abstention, Bridford Parish Council formally declared a Climate Emergency.

	The Chairman welcomed Steve Rogers and invited him to speak

	
	Steve introduced himself as the Neighbourhood Beat Manager and commented that he was pleased that the Parish Council is taking action with regards to the Climate Emergency.  He has been the Beat Manager for this area since last Christmas and covers twelve Parishes.  He has been contacted by a number of Councils and asked why Police representatives do not attend their meetings.  This has been down to staffing and after referral to the Police Commissioner, visits are to be reinstated again with two visits to each Parish planned per year.   Crime figures for the past twelve months are low with only eight crimes reported in this patch.  There is a lot more crime happening in rural communities which goes unreported.  The public has a lack of confidence of support, having to wait too long on 101 calls.  There is a need to connect with communities who need to know the correct process of reporting crime.  Member of the public need to feel confident that the Police will turn out and take action.   An item will be put in Unity with contact details, encouraging people to report crime.  Posters were given to the Clerk advising how to get in touch with the Police.   The local Force is trying to recruit a volunteer from each area to monitor Facebook and report local sightings and happenings which the Police may not be aware of.  Community Speed Watch is something that the Police wish to get up and running again. The Clerk reminded Steve of the date of Bridford’s Annual Parish Meeting when he has been invited to be the guest speaker.  

	Steve was thanked by the Chairman for visiting and left the meeting at 8.10pm

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2019 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – all outstanding rents have now been paid.  All plots now have tenants.

	6
	PLAY PARK – the Parish Council has agreed to apply for the transfer of the Play Park from Teignbridge District Council.  Ownership by the Parish Council would protect it from possible future development.  The Clerk will complete and submit the transfer application with details of the Solicitors ‘to be advised’.  The Parish Council still awaits confirmation that the land will be transferred with a nil or nominal asset value.  The Parish Council was reminded that in previous years, there was an active Play Park Committee and it was suggested that it may be possible to revive this.  The Clerk will liaise with Cllr Gervers and put an item in Unity.   Maintenance and replacement of the swing seats has been delayed due to the weather.  Cnty Cllr Brook will be contacted to find out how much funding he would be prepared to make available to refurbish parts of the Play Park.

	7
	BRIDFORD HILL – the wet weather has been slowing down the tanker deliveries project and it is now hoped to be completed by Christmas.   The Chairman thanked Cllr Hartnell for liaising with the farm manager at Seven Acres over this matter.
There has been a delivery of salt / grit left in the entrance of Seven Acre Farm.  The Snow Warden will contact the farm manager to ascertain that this is the delivery of supplies for the Parish Council.                              

	8
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook not present at the meeting

	9
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – all very quiet at Teignbridge at the moment.   Dst Cllr Purser is involved in the Local Strategic Plan, the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan and the Car Parking Review.  

	10
	MEETINGS ATTENDED – Cllr Dowding attended a recent TALC meeting when Devon County Council Leader John Hart was the speaker who talked about the problems of Children with special educational needs and disabilities.  Cllr Purser (Chairman) attended a Rural Crime Seminar at Westpoint.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	
	The first two applications have been dealt with between meetings due to short timescales for responding to DNPA 

	11
	LOWER LOWTON FARM, BRIDFORD – re proposed agricultural machinery store (DNPA ref 0536/19)  Details circulated by email.  The Parish Council has no objection to this application

	12
	VENN BRIDGE FARM, BRIDFORD – deferred from the November PC meeting pending a site visit.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

	13
	STONEMILL HOUSE, BRIDFORD – re: proposed replacement stable and barn (DNPA re 0532/19)  The Parish Council has no objections to this application.

	14
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA 
LAND AT LOWER HOLE, BRIDFORD  re proposed retention of two mobile field shelters for grazing livestock.  (DNPA ref. 0554/19).  This application was discussed at this evenings meeting due to the consultation expiry date being 23 December.  The Parish Council supports this application and has submitted a detailed report from its Planning Committee.

	14a
	MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE – on the January agenda there will be a ‘Part 2 closed meeting’ (after the public meeting) of the Parish Council Planning Committee to discuss planning issues.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION -

	15
	BARYTES FARM, BRIDFORD – Notice of Refusal of Planning Permission re: erection of rural worker’s dwelling (DNPA ref 0393/19)

	16
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	17
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 4th November 2019

Current account

Investment account
	    5319.28
    3762.48
    9081.76   

	18
	INCOME
Mr S Newman re allotment rent plot2b       1 Oct 2019 – 30 Sept 2020 £15.00

                         re allotment rent plot 3        1 Oct 2020 – 30 Sept 2021 £30.00

Bank interest October

	       45.00
1.08
46.08

	19
	EXPENDITURE
Bridford PCC grant to assist pruning trees in churchyard

BT Payphone re adoption of telephone box

Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary November 2019

Mr G Dicker re grass cutting Aug/Sept/Oct/Nov 2019


	200.00

1.00

226.98
                     274.00
701.98

	20
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 4th November 2019

Current account

Investment account


	4662.30
3763.56
8425.86    

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£686.46):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £18.76 Clothing Bank  /  £251.70 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 11th December 2019.


	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	21
	TDC RECYCLING AND WASTE COLLECTION – Christmas arrangements to be published in Unity and on the Bridford website.

	22
	BUDGET AND ANNUAL PRECEPT REQUEST – the Parish Council discussed the draft budget and asked for some amendments to be made.  The amended budget will be re-circulated to Parish Councillors to be agreed at the January Parish Council meeting together with the precept requirement for 2020/21.

	23
	ADOPTION OF BT TELEPHONE BOX – following a phone call from the landlord of the Bridford Inn, the Clerk was able to get to Bridford and prevent the removal of the telephone kiosk which was about to be dismantled and taken away on a lorry.   A BT notice of its intention to remove the kiosk was put up in the phone box on 9th July with a consultation period of forty days.  However, as nobody went in the phone box to make a call, there were no objections and its fate was decided by BT with the line being disconnected on 29th October.  The Parish Council has been in touch with BT who have agreed that the Council can adopt the phone box under the ‘purchase for £1 scheme’ and arrangements are in hand to sign the contract.  Parishioners are to be asked for suggestions for its future use.

	24
	NOMINATED TRUSTEES FOR BRIDFORD TRUST –  the Trust requires that two of its Trustees are nominated by the Parish Council.   As one of the current Trustees nominated has stepped down, the Parish Council has been asked if it would nominate another, should it wish to do so.  However, the Trust has also advised that it considers that the total number of Trustees is appropriate at present so the Parish Council agreed to run with things as they are.

	25
	DEVON COUNTRYSIDE FORUM – is seeking new members.  No interest from Parish Council but as members do not need to be Councillors an item will be put in Unity publicising the vacancies.  The forum will be contacted to ascertain whether or not there is a subscription payable. 

	26
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – received since publication of the agenda - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

	27
	CLOTHING BANK – the next collection will be on Monday 10th February 2020

	28
	DEFIBRILLATOR – the manufacturers have replaced the battery under guarantee and the machine is now back in situ and up and running.  Thanks to David Wood, local First Responder and Trainer for his continued assistance in maintaining the Bridford defibrillator.

	29
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	30
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – it was brought to the attention of the Parish Council about the state of the road outside Burnicombe Farm.  Councillors and members of the public were advised / reminded of Devon County Council’s online Report a Problem page on its website.

	31
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 6th January 2020 at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

	
	……………………………………………………………Chairman  ……………………………………2020


