	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 7th October 2019 at 7.00pm   
Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), R Dowding, K Gervers, A Lord, G Hartnell, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and four members of the public.  Cnty Cllr Brook attended for part of the meeting.                                             

	1
	APOLOGIES: Cllrs J Padgham and F Miles

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – no items for discussion

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 9th September 2019 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – invoices have been sent out for the period 1st October 2019 to 30 September 2020.

	6
	PLAY PARK - the old wooden goal post and net have been removed.  The grass contractor has advised that he would be happy to take over responsibility for cutting the grass at the Play Park, the cost to be in the region of £70 / £80 per cut, five or six times a year.  Teignbridge has still not responded to the Parish Council’s enquiry re the possibility of it taking over responsibility for the Play Park grass. The Chairman, in his District Councillor role will follow this up.  Cllr Gervers has suggested that money could be saved by a working party doing some of the maintenance work at the Play Park.  Cllr Gervers has sourced replacement swing seats and cradle swing seats and the Parish Council has authorised her to purchase them.
The missing table tennis equipment has not been returned.  An item will be put in Unity advising that in future, anyone wishing to play must bring their own bats and balls.

	7
	ACCESS TO STEPS BRIDGE FROM CAR PARK – response received from DCC Highway, whilst it appreciates that there is a perception that this is a dangerous situation, it has checked the data supplied by the Police and there have been no accidents involving pedestrians at this location for the past five years.  DCC no longer supports the introduction of ‘virtual footways’ and are not remarking those that disappear due to fade.  DCC cannot support the installation of a virtual footway at Steps Bridge.

	8
	DEVON AIR AMBULANCE NIGHT TIME LANDING SITE – a DAA representative has visited the Play Park and advised that the site is not big enough to be used at night.   DAA would be interested in any other sites for consideration in the village.  Item to be put in Unity.

	9
	DEFIBRILLATOR AND FIRST AID TRAINING – availability of Village Hall to be checked, dates suggested Monday 11th or Monday 18th November.  Those who have expressed an interest in attending will be contacted.

	10
	TREE BORDERING BRIDFORD TO MORETONHAMPSTEAD ROAD – the Farm Manager at Seven Acres has confirmed that arrangements are in hand to fell the tree

	11
	GRASS VERGE AT END OF BUTTS CLOSE – the grass contractor has taken on responsibility for this piece of grass and will keep it tidy.

	12
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr had not arrived at this point in the meeting.

	13
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – TDC has signed up for the Armed Forces Covenant to support nationwide ex-service men and women who may find themselves in difficulties. The annual accounts as at March 2019 have been approved and there is no debt.  The constitution is being reviewed.  Things are progressing in working towards being carbon neutral with the Council looking at all its operations, transport use etc.  The District Council will also work with anyone working for and being paid by the Council to see what they can do to assist them also in the aim of being carbon neutral.  There is a lot planned and a dedicated officer is to be appointed.

	14
	MEETINGS ATTENDED – Cllr Dowding attended a recent TALC meeting.  At the November TALC meeting it is hoped that the speaker will be John Hart, Chairman of DCC.   Cllr Dowding remains the representative on the Standards Committee.
Cllr Dowding also attended a meeting of the Bridford Village Hall Committee when Ray Spurr was elected as a Trustee and the new Chairman.  The Village Hall Annual Meeting will be held on 15th October.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	
	The following four applications have been dealt with between meetings due to short timescales for responding to DNPA or having been deferred from the September meeting pending a site visit.

	15
	BARYTES FARM, BRIDFORD –  re proposed erection of rural workers dwelling (DNPA ref 0393/19)  Following a site visit the Parish Council sent a detailed report to DNPA supporting the application.  These comments were ratified at this evenings meeting.

	16
	THE WHITE BARN, WEEKE BARTON – re proposed amendment to kitchen openings  (revision to listed building permission previously granted under DNPA ref 0162/16)

This application ref DNPA 0402/19.  Following a site visit, the Parish Council supports this application.   This recommendation was ratified at this evenings meeting

	17
	LITTLE LOWTON FARM, LOWTON LANE, BRIDFORD – re proposed retention of existing farm workers accommodation to provide permanent accommodation (DNPA ref 0404/19) Following a site visit, the Parish Council agreed that it would not support the application for the retention of the existing temporary rural workers accommodation to provide permanent accommodation, but would support a further extension for the temporary accommodation.  These comments were ratified at this evenings meeting.

	18
	LAND AT WEST DOWN FARM, MORETONHAMPSTEAD – application for Prior Notification re proposed erection of livestock building (DNPA ref 0407/19)  The Parish Council supports this application   This recommendation was ratified at this evenings meeting

	19
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION - none

	20
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
THE WHITE BARN, WEEKE BARTON – Grant of Listed Building Consent re amendment to kitchen openings (revision to consent granted ref 0162/16)  DNPA ref. 0402/19

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	21
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 9th September 2019

Current account

Investment account
	         2,156.72
 3,761.36
 5,918.08

	22
	INCOME
Teignbridge District Council re 2nd half of precept

Donation from Bridford Fete Committee for Play Park use

Income from contents of Clothing Bank

Mr P Tallet re allotment refundable deposit
 
	 3,875.00

    150.00
      48.00

      15.00
4,088.00

	23
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary September 2019
Mrs J P Banks re Admin Expenditure 1 July – 30 September   54.04

                        re use of home as office 1 July – 30 September 54.00

HMRC re PAYE quarter ended 5 October 2019

Mrs J Padgham reimburse expenses re 3 Parishes Meeting 2019  S137 payment
Bridford Village Hall re contribution to PO rent 1 July-30 Sept            £56.00

                                   re use of Hall for PC meetings 1 July – 30 Sept  £48.00


	    226.78
    108.04

    170.20  
        2.65  
     104.00

     611.67

	24
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 7th October 2019

Current account

Investment account


	  5,633,05
  3,761.36
  9,394.41

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£686.46 ):  £150 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £218.76 Clothing Bank  /  £251.70 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 7th October 2019.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	25
	DARTMOOR LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION FINAL DRAFT – the Parish Council regards this document as something to be looked at as this document will define the future of the Park for the next fifteen years.  Cllr Dowding will draft a letter of response and circulate to other Parish Councillors.

	26
	POLICE DROP IN SURGERY – PCSO Paul Wilson will be invited to attend the January Parish Council meeting.  If he can attend, this will be advertised to encourage Parishioners to attend and ask any questions they may have. 

	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the meeting at 7.43pm.  The Chairman welcomed and invited him to speak.

	27
	The travellers’ encampment on the old 380 has a temporary license to be there, granted by the County Council.  The Haldon site is full.  There are welfare issues which the authorities are dealing with.  Leigh Lane Dunsford to Leigh Cross Bridge has major work planned, but funds not available until the new financial year. At Green Bridge / Sowton Bridge, there are water issues which require investigation.  Autumn spending review is taking place.  The Government has made an allocation of cash for Adult Education and Social Care and for Young Peoples’ Services.  The County Council Adult Care services are already under financial strain because of demand and the Government forcing statutory regulations on Councils, but not providing any more cash.  The Primary Care network for GP social care providers is trying to knit them all together and to encourage GP surgeries to work together.  £3.6m to be awarded from the Government for winter pressures.   There is a big campaign to recruit care workers.  Those contracted by DCC are required to be paid a minimum amount.  One hundred towns have been awarded money for ‘doing up’ their locations.  Newton Abbot is one of them.
The current Broadband contractors have had their contracts terminated as they were not delivering.  The County Council has put together a project team to assess and try out a different surface on the road network.  A better solution has to be found.  The portfolio holder in respect of road signage has been advised that the way it is being done is totally unacceptable.  Diversion notices remain in place after work has been done and long diversions do not reduce the carbon footprint.   There is an increase in the number of apprentices working at DCC under the ‘Earn while you Learn’ scheme.   The Blue Badge assessment needs to be broadened to include people with walking difficulties.  It is hoped that a temporary permit will be considered for ‘post op’ patients.   Online gambling in the County is a problem which leads to devastation and tragedy within families and organisations, putting people in desperate situations. A way has to be found of stopping people from being in this position.
Cllr Lord asked Cnty Cllr Brook when the remainder of the work on the road in Teign Village was going to be undertaken as the local bus driver had expressed concerns.  Cllr Brook confirmed that the road had been closed and some of the work was done but the works team took equipment that wouldn’t go any further up the road and so the work could not be completed. There are a huge amount of water problems in this area.
The Chairman voiced concern about cats eyes that have been replaced on the main Exeter to  Moretonhampstead road which appear to be raised considerably above the road level.  There are concerns that a snow plough could take them out.  Cnty Cllr Brook will arrange to get this looked at.   The bridge at Leigh Cross has been repaired again.  A restriction cannot be put in place here as it is classed as a major highway.  It was mentioned that the house opposite has a twenty four hour camera in operation and it that it would be possible to identify any vehicle causing damage to the bridge.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.15pm

	28
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION received since publication of the agenda - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

	29
	DNPA ONLINE SURVEY re proposal to Introduce an Annual Parking Pass –  the Parish Council does not consider that there would be much take up for this idea.  The Clerk will complete the survey on behalf of the Parish Council

	30
	BRIDFORD VILLAGE HALL ANNUAL OPEN MEETING will take place on 15th October at 7.30pm.  Everyone is invited to celebrate the installation of the new ceiling and lights.

	31
	DNPA MOOR OTTERS PROJECT – during the summer of 2020 the Moor Otters are making a return to the Dartmoor National Park and surrounding areas.  Suitable locations are being looked for to host them.

	32
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
DALC AGM, CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION – will take place on Wednesday 23 October at Exeter Race Course

	33
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – no further items for discussion.

	34
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 4th November at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

	
	Original copy of minutes signed by the Chairman    4th November 2019

	
	CIRCULATION
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Bridford Village Hall Annual Open Meeting
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Various



