	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 9th September 2019 at 7.00pm                                                 

	Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, A Lord, G Hartnell,  R Dowding, F Miles, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and eight members of the public

	The meeting began with the presentation of the Best Kept Allotment trophy to Francis and Daphne Leversedge

	1
	APOLOGIES – Cllr K Gervers, Cnty Cllr J Brook

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Padgham declared an interest in item 15

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION   
Tree bordering the Bridford to Moretonhampstead Road is thought to be unsafe.   Cllr Hartnell will speak with the farm manager whose land it is believed to be on to request that the appropriate action is taken.
Village Co-operative - a Parishioner suggested an idea for a village co-operative for the supply of electricity and asked if the Parish Council would support such a project.  Every house has a meter and every house is paying a standard charge.  Cllr Miles referred to item 23 on the agenda when the subject would be discussed further.
Steps Bridge – the Chairman advised that walkers at Steps Bridge must walk close in to the hedge on the bend of the road to get from the car park and suggested asking Devon County Council to put in a white line path with a picture of a pedestrian down the side of the road.  A request will be made to Highways to see if this can be done.
Overgrown hedge overhanging the pavement at Scattor View - the property owner to be asked to cut back the foliage from the pavement as pedestrians currently have to walk in the road.  

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 5th August 2019 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS- all of the previously vacant plots now have tenants

	6
	PLAY PARK – the Clerk reported that the waterproof box and all of the bats and balls have now disappeared from the table tennis table.  An item to go in Unity advising that in future, anyone wishing to use the table will have to bring their own bats and balls, or if somebody has the box and returns it, the Parish Council may, just one more time, supply some more equipment.  Cllr Dowding was again concerned about the length of the grass in the Play Park which will put off people from going there.  The grass contractor has been asked to quote for taking over the maintenance of the Play Park from Teignbridge to keep it cut on a regular basis.  The Clerk will chase up for a response.
The Fete Committee, following this year’s event, has awarded £150 to the Parish Council to be used for the Play Park.

	7
	CAR PARKING OVER FIRE HYDRANT – DCC Highways will try and locate some funds to enable the crossed hatching road markings to be repainted.

	8
	DANGEROUS TREE AT WEEKE BARTON – DCC Tree team does not agree with a local professional tree surgeon that the tree is dangerous and has agreed with the land owners that it should be monitored regularly.  The Parishioner whose house is at risk is not happy with the outcome but the Parish Council is not in a position to assist any further.

	9
	DEFIBRILLATOR AND FIRST AID TRAINING – there are six residents interested in attending a training course.  A date will be arranged with the First Responder and published in Unity when it is hoped that a few more may wish to take part.

	10
	SHED AT MORETON TERRACE – DNPA has been asked if planning permission is required for a shed at the front of a property.  The Parish Council does not have major concerns about it.

	11
	GRASS VERGE AT END OF BUTTS CLOSE- this has now been cut.   The grass contractor has been asked if he will take responsibility for this piece of grass and add it to the current contract.

	12
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – comments emailed from Cnty Cllr Jerry Brook:  “Very little information of significance to report.  The Government’s commitment to increased funding for schools will be most welcome when we see it.”

	13
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT –  Dst Cllr Stephen Purser reported that  it is currently a quiet time at Teignbridge.  The 10 year strategy is being reviewed which covers Zero Carbon / Health and Welfare / Roads / Housing. Although there is nothing for this particular area, Newton Abbot has been granted £150,000 to enhance new development to brighten it up.

	14
	MEETINGS ATTENDED – none but Cllr Dowding wished to point out to the Parish Council, the new ceiling and lighting which the Council agreed was a great improvement and a job well done.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION - none

	15
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA 
BARYTES FARM, BRIDFORD – proposed erection of rural workers dwelling DNPA ref. 0393/19. Site visit to be arranged

THE WHITE BARN, WEEKE BARTON, BRIDFORD – amendment to kitchen openings (revision to permission granted 0162/16)   DNPA ref. 0402/19.  Site visit to be arranged.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	16
	THE HIDE, BRIDFORD -  Appeal against Refusal of Full Planning Permission dismissed re change of use of land to site one shepherd hut for holiday let. DNPA ref 0269/19

	17
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
THE GRANGE, BRDIFORD MILLS, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re erection of a new garden room to provide family games room and garden furniture store.  DNPA ref. 0325/19.

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	18
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 5th August 2019

Current account

Investment account
	    2,610.15

    3,759.16

    6,369.31

	19
	INCOME

Bank Interest July 2019
Banks Interest August 2019 
	          1.08
          1.12

          2.20

	20
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary August 2019
DALC re New Councillor training for Gill Hartnell £55.00 + £11.00 VAT

TDC re Elections 2nd May 2019

	      226.98
         66.00
       160.45

       453.43   

	21
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 9th September 2019

Current account

Investment account


	     2,156.72
     3,761.36
     5,918.08

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£473.46 ):  £135 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £170.76 Clothing Bank  /  £101.70 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 9th September 2019.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	22
	DARTMOOR LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION – final draft.   The consultation opens on 16th September.  When the final draft is received it will be circulated to the Parish Council who will then decide if they have any further comments to make. 

	23
	CLIMATE EMERGENCY – Cllr Miles spoke and  wished to establish the support of the 

Parish Council on this subject.   Small Communities will find themselves under pressure in the
 future from various aspects of the Climate Emergency.  Things could be done together as a 
village.  It could be more pro-active and engaged with regards to energy and ways could be 
found whereby a group of people could support each other with micro regeneration.  
Consortiums could be arranged for group purchases of standard goods to reduce plastic
packaging.   If not already doing so, how much could we think about car sharing?  Could there
be public engagement in these matters? Would the Parish Council in principle, be interested in

a Village Resilience Action Group?  Would the Parish Council be willing to give a small grant

to assist?

The Chairman thought that it was a very good objective and that the Parish Council would 

probably be willing to put in a small amount to help establish it.  A ‘pop up’ shop in the village

pub shop was a further idea. 

	24
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – received since publication of the agenda
DEVON AIR AMBULANCE NIGHT LANDING SITES -  DAA representative to be invited to come to the October Parish Council meeting to give a presentation and to answer any questions regarding the possibility of a night landing site at Bridford.  Suggest Parish Councillors meet with him at the Play Park at 6.30pm prior to the PC meeting.
Unity item inviting local residents to the PC meeting to hear the presentation and to ask any questions.

BRIDFORD WEBSITE – the Parish Council agreed that the annual website hosting should be renewed, the cost to be approximately £100.   Thanks to Jarrod Poynton who continues to administer the site.

TEIGN VALLEY COMMUNITY HALL REFURBISHMENT – request for a small grant from the Parish Council to assist with ‘up front’ costs was declined on the basis that the Parish Council does not have a budget for giving grants and it did not assist with the refurbishment of its own village hall at Bridford.

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – none

	25
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL, HIGHWAYS, PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL CONFERENCE 2019 – event to be held at various locations from 3 – 15 October.  The Chairman may be interested in attending.

CPRE DEVON PLANNING WORKSHOP – 15 October at Hatherleigh Community Centre

	26
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
VILLAGE GARDEN – Cllr Miles reported that it has not been  possible to use the electric weed burner to extinguish the weeds in the Garden as she cannot get a long enough extension cable.

CLOTHING BANK – the clothing bank will be emptied on 23 September.  A notice has been put on the bank to confirm what can and cannot be accepted.

LOWER NOTICE BOARD – this has been taken down by  the property owner to re-paint the wall.  The Clerk considered that this notice board is no longer necessary and the Parish Council agreed that as it would require refurbishing that it would not be put back up again.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY – a Parishioner advised that there is a ‘Weigh your Own’ shop opened in Moretonhampstead which might deliver bulk supplies if required.

	27
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 7th October at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

………………………………………….Chairman  ………………………………..2019
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