	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 1st July 2019 at 7.00pm  
Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, R Dowding, A Lord, K Gervers, G Hartnell, F Miles (co-opted at the meeting), Mrs J Banks (Clerk), Dst Cllr T Tume and three member of the public.                                               

	
	The Chairman opened the meeting by paying tribute to Elisabeth Price.  Elisabeth was a stalwart of the Parish Council for many years until she retired from her role as Parish Councillor at the beginning of May. She had a great enthusiasm and energy for getting things done and she will be very sadly missed.

	1
	APOLOGIES - none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – A Parishioner voiced concern about misleading notices of road closures.   Recent road closures on the Moretonhampstead to Exeter Road have taken place at times different to the official notices.   The Parish Council will write to Devon County Council asking for more clarity regarding what work is being done and when

	4
	CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR – the Parish Council confirmed the co-option of Gill Hartnell (agreed between meetings) as Parish Councillor to Bridford.  The Parish Council also agreed the co-option of Francis Miles as Parish Councillor to Bridford.  Both vacancies have now been filled.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	5
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 3rd June 2019 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	6
	ALLOTMENTS – awaiting return of tenancy agreement for plot 2b.  A Parishioner new to the village is interested in one of the remaining vacant half plots; this would leave just one not being used.  The allotments will be judged this month, the award for the Best Kept Allotment being presented at Christow Show in August.

	7
	PLAY PARK - Cllr Dowding has treated the weeds on the skate board track and commented that at the time of his visit, the grass was so long that it rendered the Play Park unusable.  The Clerk will contact Teignbridge to ascertain:  How often is the grass meant to be cut? / How much would it cost for the cuttings to be picked up and taken away? / Would Teignbridge pay the Parish Council if it organised its own contractor to cut the grass?   In the meantime, the contractor who cuts the grass verges in Bridford will be approached for a quote to cut the Play Park grass.   Cllr Gervers during her regular inspection of the Play Park reported that the seats on the swings may soon need replacing.  Parts of the climbing frame also require attention.

	8
	SYCAMORE TREE – the stump of the recently felled tree at the end of Moreton Terrace is sprouting new growth.  The Parish Council discussed ways of dealing with this.  The use of a stump grinder would be very expensive, the best option being pellets that can be inserted into the stump to kill off the roots.   Cllr Dowding volunteered to take on this project.

	9
	VILLAGE GARDEN – being tended well by the volunteers and looking good.  Thanks to all the volunteers

	10
	DEFIBRIALLATOR AND FIRST AID TRAINING- awaiting response from David Wood, First Responder.

	11
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook did not attend the meeting.

	12
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT - Councillor Purser, being both Parish Council Chairman and District Councillor, welcomed his fellow Teign Valley District Councillor Terry Tume and invited him to speak.  Cllr Tume stated that there was not currently a lot going on so therefore not a great deal to report.  The Strategic Review is coming up in September when there will be more to report.  Teignbridge recycling is currently in the top three or four in the country.   In Devon generally, 40% of rubbish placed in black bins could be recycled.  Householders should think twice about what they are placing in landfill bins. (Item to be put in Unity) Dst Cllr Purser added that there is now only one rough sleeper in Teignbridge who wishes to remain that way, not requiring assistance.

	13
	MEETINGS ATTENDED – the annual Three Parishes meeting was hosted by Bridford and attended by all of its Councillors.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Padgham for taking notes. A Parish Councillor attending from Christow had stated that during the severe weather conditions, it had been necessary for an injured patient to be taken to hospital by tractor.  This is an issue for Bridford to discuss how they would cope in a similar emergency.  A Parish Councillor thought that there should be a stretcher available for use if such a situation should occur in Bridford.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	14
	SEVEN VIEWS, POUND LANE, BRIDFORD -  re proposed alterations and extension to dwelling (DNPA ref. 0212/19) –  deferred from June meeting pending a site visit following which, the Parish Council supports the application stating that the current proposal whilst retaining a substantial part of the existing structure, will rationalise the internal space and make the building significantly more thermally efficient.   As this was dealt with between meetings, the comments were ratified at this evenings meeting.

	15
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	16
	HIGHER NEADON, NEADON LANE, BRIDFORD – Refusal of Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent re proposed demolition of conservatory, erection of two storey extension and single first floor extension over kitchen (DNPA ref. 0196/19 & 0204/19)

	17
	LAND ADJOINING LOWER HOLE, BRIDFORD – Notice of Appeal against the Enforcement Notice issued 24 October 2018.  The Parish Council was not aware of this enforcement notice and will write to DNPA requesting notification of all enforcement notices within the Park, whether property or land

	18
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	19
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 3 June 2019

Current account

Investment account
	    4085.01

    3756.96
    7841.97

	20
	INCOME

Bank interest May 2019
	          1.08 

          1.08      

	21
	EXPENDITURE
Mrs J P Banks re Clerk’s salary April 2019
Mrs J P Banks Admin Expenditure 1/4 – 30/6/19  (VAT reclaimable £19.98)  204.04
                        Use of home as office 1 April – 30 June 2019                    54.00

HMRC re Clerk’s PAYE – Quarter ended 5 July 2019
	      226.98
      258.04

      170.00
      655.02

	22
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 1 July 2019

Current account

Investment account


	    3429.99
    3758.04
    7188.03

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£443.46 ):  £105 refundable allotment deposits / £66 Village Garden / £170.76 Clothing Bank  /  £101.70 Play Park 

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statement to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 1st July 2019

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	23
	SLCC NOMINATIONS open for Election of SLCC Directors.  Anybody interested to contact Cara at DALC as soon as possible.

	24
	POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF ASHBURTON FIRE STATION – Ashburton Town Council looking for support.  The Parish Council discussed and agreed that this would not affect Bridford.

	25
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION received since publication of the agenda - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

	26
	NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURES relating to the road past Beech Tree Farm, Doccombe and
Swannaford Road to Dunsford Bridge, Moretonhampstead.  Details of dates and times published on the Bridford website.

	27
	BRIDFORD RURAL SKIP reminder - 6th July 2019 in the lay-by at the top of Pound Lane.

	28
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
Devon Association of Local Councils County Committee Nominations Results – there were insufficient candidates to cause a ballot to be held; therefore Cllr Mike Hocking (Newton Abbot Town Council) is elected.  4 vacancies remain and will be filled in due course.

	29
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Landfill collection - a Parish Councillor stated that Teignbridge will, in addition to emptying your black bin, collect extra black bags of landfill rubbish three times per year.  There is no charge but notice is required by way of a telephone call.
Grass verge at Butts Close – the grass is not being cut.  This is the responsibility of Teign Housing who will be contacted to ask for it to be cut as soon as possible.

Report received of a visit by a Teignbridge Official to a house owner in Scattor View following an anonymous complaint to Teignbridge about an overgrown hedge and weeds and grass in the pavement.  The pavement is not considered to be the responsibility of the house owner, this used to be done by the Parish lengths man.   The hedge is currently full of nesting birds and will be cut back by the owner after 1st September.

Dangerous tree - a resident has reported a serious problem with a neighbour’s tree which has outgrown its situation and having been examined by a tree surgeon has been condemned as dangerous and could come down at any time.  Should this happen, it would fall on the complainant’s property.  Although this tree belongs to a neighbour, it borders the road.  The Parish Council has been asked if it can help and will get in touch with Highways to see if they assist or offer advice.
Gateways – a Parish Councillor enquired if property owners are permitted to open up a gateway for access to the road without planning permission.  The Chairman confirmed that to substantially widen access would require the relevant planning permission.

Clothing Bank – Cllr Padgham has kindly volunteered to take on responsibility for the clothing bank and the organisation of the collection of its contents.  

	30
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 5 August at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

	
	…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………………….2019
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