	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held on Monday 7th January 2019 at 7.00pm   
Present: Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, A Lord, R Dowding, G Hearnden, E Price, S Taylor, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk).  Cnty Cllr Brook attended for part of the meeting.  No members of the public were present.                                             

	1
	APOLOGIES: none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – nothing for discussion

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd December 2018 as a true and accurate record of the meeting

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – awaiting signed tenancy agreement and rent in respect of plot 2a.  Reminder letter sent.

	6
	PLAY PARK – the damage to one of the legs of the table tennis table which was acknowledged by Glendinnings at the time of installation, has still not been repaired.  Glendinnings will be contacted and reminded that the repair work is still outstanding.

	7
	BRIDFORD HILL / NEW GRIT SPREADER – the new gritter has been out twice.  The team can now complete the gritting of the hill in half an hour rather than the two hours it was taking previously.  The Snow Warden to be asked if it is known how much grit is being used per use.

	8
	VILLAGE GARDEN – the garden is all looking good.  The Christmas tree was again the centre piece in December.  Mr & Mrs Dowthwaite who have generously supplied the electricity to power the fairy lights on the tree for the past few years have now decided that they no longer wishes to be involved.  The only other possible source of power is from the Chapel next door with the offer of a donation towards the cost of the electricity.  Cllr Lord will find out if this will be possible.  A letter of thanks to be sent to Mr & Mrs Douthwaite for all their help over the years.

	
	NEW GARDEN BENCHES – the Clerk brought along two plaques which have been made  and will be attached to the two new benches, one in the Village Garden acknowledging the kind donation of the Garden by Rosemary Garforth and Mark & Linda Steer and the other at the top of Pound Lane, in memory of Roger Clark.

	10
	OVERGROWN SYCAMORE TREE - All enquiries regarding the ownership of the grass strip which runs along in front of the properties from the end of Moreton Terrace to the top of School Lane have now been exhausted with the overgrown tree appearing to be on ‘no man’s land’.   Application will be made to HM Land Registry to find out if the Parish Council can take over responsibility for the piece of land and residents whose properties adjoin it will be asked if their deeds show a right of access over it.  Following the item in Unity, a new tender has been received to fell the tree which is nearly half the lowest price previously tendered for the job.  Parish Councillors still consider this is to a lot of money to spend on work from which only half a dozen properties will benefit and the question was asked if residents should be asked to contribute.  It was agreed that this could be very difficult with some being in a position to contribute and others not.  

	11
	REPLACEMENT FENCE ADJOINING ALLOTMENTS - the Parish Council agreed that it would be happy to contribute something towards the cost of this work which is being organised by the Bridford Trust.  A final decision as to how much will be made at the February meeting.

	12
	LOCALISED FLOODING – a meeting is still trying to be arranged to discuss with the farm manager at Seven Acre Farm.  It is hoped to have further information at the February Parish Council meeting.

	13
	CHARGING POINTS FOR ELECTRIC CARS – no feedback received following the item in Unity.  Diarised to put on agenda as a topic for discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2019.

	14
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook not yet arrived at this point.

	15
	MEETINGS ATTENDED – Cllrs Dowding, Padgham and Taylor attended the DNPA planning meeting at Parke, Bovey Tracey.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	16
	STONEMILL HOUSE, STONE LANE, BRIDFORD – re proposed erection of stable and barn (DNPA ref 0638/18). Deferred from December meeting pending site visit.   Following a site visit, the Parish Council has no objections to the application. Comments ratified at this evenings meeting.

	17
	SPRINGWELL, DOCCOMBE – re proposed erection of a lean-to extension to an existing agricultural building (DNPA ref 0662/18).  This application dealt with between meetings due to short timescale for submission of comments.  Some of the Parish Council having visited on a previous occasion, a further site visit was not deemed necessary and the Parish Council has no objections to this application.   Comments ratified at this evenings meeting.

	18
	CAIRNGORM, BRIDFORD – re proposed extension to bathroom and utility (DNPA ref. 0605/18).  This item dealt with between meetings due to short timescale for submission of comments.  Following a site visit, the Parish Council commented that “the new layout and extension will make the house much more user friendly.  The design of the windows means there will be no overlooking of the neighbours and a thick hedge as well.  The corrugated roof is partly DNP and partly cost saving but the Parish Council has no problem with the material.”

Comments ratified at this evenings meeting.

	19
	LONGACRE, BRIDFORD – re proposed erection of replacement shed/cabin for storage, office and art studio space.  (DNPA ref 0663/18).  Following a site visit, the Parish Council supported the application as the planned replacement shed will be an improvement on the existing one

	20
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION - none

	21
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the meeting at 7.31pm.  The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak.

	
	DCC brought forward its meeting before Christmas and things have been relatively quiet since with nothing new to report.  There are still grant monies available to be spent before the financial year end.  Cnty Cllr Brook confirmed that he would be happy to fund half of the cost of felling the sycamore tree, but felt that the latest quote was still excessive.  He will ask a tree surgeon known to him, what the likely cost ought to be for felling such a tree and report back.

A Parish Councillor asked if something can be done about the state of the road to Heltor.  This was noted by Cllr Brook who considers this to be the sort of road repair that the additional funds received from the Government should be spent on.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 7.45pm

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	22
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 3rd December 2018

Current account

Investment account
	 3,424.03
 3,750.40
 7,174.43

	23
	INCOME

Bank Interest November 2018
Chilcorn Ltd re clothing bank


	       1.11 
     44.00     
     45.11    

	24
	EXPENDITURE

Mrs J P Banks re December 2018 salary
Mr G Dicker grass maintenance July – December 2018
Teign Valley Nurseries re purchase of plants / shrubs £86.25 + £17.25 VAT
DALC re New Councillor training for Sarah Taylor £25.00 + £5.00 VAT

Mrs J P Banks re admin expenditure 1 Oct – 31 Dec 2018                    £85.65

                        Re use of home as office 1 Oct – 31 Dec 2018               £54.00

                        Purchase of hose pipe and reel for Snow Warden team  £29.95

Bridford Village Hall re hire of meeting room 1 Oct – 31 Dec 2018     £48.00

                                   Re contribution to PO rent 1 Oct -31 Dec 2018   £52.00

HMRC re Clerk’s PAYE quarter ended 5th January 2019   


	    211.46  
    315.00

   103.50
     30.00
   169.60

    100.00    
    158.60
 1,088.16

	
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 7th January 2019
Current account

Investment account


	2,379.87 
3,751.51

6,131.38

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£315.46 ):  £105 refundable allotment deposits / £6 Village Garden / £122.76 Clothing Bank  /  £81.70 Play Park
Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statements to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 7th January 2019.

	

	
	CLERKS SALARY – the Parish Council resolved to approve the Clerk’s annual salary increase from level SCP 25 to SCP 26 as per the new pay scale of £12.89 per hour with effect from 1stApril 2019.

	
	DNPA DRAFT LOCAL PLAN – has been circulated.  Consultation closes 4th February 2019.  Parish Councillors asked to view the Plan on line and to suggest any comments within the next two weeks, leaving time to meet to discuss, if required, before the closing date.

	28
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – received since publication of the agenda
NOMINATIONS FOR THE ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 2019 – the Parish Council nominated Cllr Ann Lord to be put forward as Bridford Parish Council’s nomination to attend the Royal Garden Party on 29th May 2019

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION - none 

	29
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	30
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION

A Parish Councillor reported that an ambulance could not find a house in New Park due to the road sign being overgrown by the roadside hedge.   A letter will be sent to the owners of the property whose hedge borders the road, asking them to cut it back.
Cllr Padgham reported a broken fence on one of the footpaths within the Parish.  They will send details of the location to the Clerk who will report it to the DNPA Ranger.

	
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – the next meeting will be held on Monday 4th February 2019 at 7.00pm in the upstairs room of the Village Hall.   

	
	………………………………………………………….Chairman  ……………………………..2019

	
	CIRCULATION

Newsletters, Reports & Circulars

Miscellaneous
Copy of VAT Claim / Addendum to DNPA draft Local Plan / Register of Electors

Correspondence

Various


