	Minutes of a meeting of Bridford Parish Council held on Monday 3rd December 2018 at 7.00pm                                                 

	Present:  Cllrs S Purser (Chairman), J Padgham, G Hearnden, R Dowding,  E Price, A Lord, S Taylor,
Mrs J P Banks (Clerk), one member of the public was present.  Cnty Cllr J Brook attended for part of the meeting.

	Being the last meeting before Christmas, the meeting began with homemade mince pies and cream, brought along by the Clerk, which were much appreciated.

	1
	APOLOGIES - none

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Taylor declared a personal interest in item 16.

	3
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parishioner asked the Parish Council if anything could be done about flood water which runs down Church Lane and into his garage.   A Parish Councillor also reported that the water, originating mostly from Seven Acre Farm, but also Seven Acre Lane, runs down through the village as well, causing flooding in Oxenpark Gate.  The water comes out of the farmyard and goes three ways, into Church Lane, into the stream and on down through the village.  Cllr Hearnden, together with the Parishioner, offered to speak with the farm manager to see what can be done to resolve the problem.   

The Parishioner also represents the Bridford Trust and item 11 was brought forward for discussion.  The Parish Council is of the opinion that the figure of £400 quoted to replace the posts in the fence on the footpath bordering the allotment is excessive and felt that the Trust should try and obtain a lower quote before it would consider contributing towards the cost of repair.

	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

	4
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 5th November 2018 as a true and accurate record of the meeting, subject to amendments to item 22 (re Charging Points for Electric Cars) which were amended prior to the meeting, the copy signed by the Chairman being correct.

	5
	ALLOTMENTS – new allotment tenant still to return tenancy agreement and pay rent and deposit.  Otherwise, nothing to report.

	6
	PLAY PARK - local resident of Butts Close who keeps an eye on the Play Park reported that the new table tennis facility is being well used.  No feedback received following item in Unity.

	7
	BRIDFORD HILL / NEW GRIT SPREADER – there has not yet been any need to utilise the new machine so it is not yet known how much salt / grit will be required for each use.  The Parish Council has received its 5 ton supply from Highways.  High visibility ‘Snow Warden’ jackets also received.  A former volunteer has left the village but three new volunteers have come forward, with the use of two additional four wheel drive vehicles.

	8
	VILLAGE GARDEN – all the new plants have now been delivered to the various gardening volunteers.  The new bench is in situ and the Christmas tree is up.  There may be a need to purchase a new cable and reel.   The Parish Council authorised Cllr Dowding to purchase this if required.

	9
	NEW GARDEN BENCHES - as per item 8, one of the new benches is now in situ in the Village Garden and the other is yet to be installed at the top of Pound Lane.

	10
	OVERGROWN SYCAMORE TREE – following an appeal in Unity, a local qualified arborist has been to look at the tree and will be submitting a quote.

	11
	REPLACEMENT FENCE ADJOINING ALLOTMENTS – see item 3

	12
	WATER DIVERTER in field opposite Seven Acre Farm – this has been reported to Highways who are making arrangements to service the diverter and clear any blockage.

	13
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – the Clerk confirmed to the Parish Council that Amanda Ford has resigned from her position as District Councillor for the Teign Valley ward.
A letter to be sent to Amanda to thank her for all her support to Bridford and the Teign Valley whilst in office.

	14
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cnty Cllr Brook had not yet arrived

	15
	MEETINGS ATTENDED by Parish Councillors – Cllrs Purser and Dowding attended a recent TALC meeting when John Hart, Leader of Devon County Council, spoke about the County’s budget, costs and precepts.

	DNPA PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION 

	16
	STONEMILL HOUSE, STONE LANE, BRIDFORD – re proposed erection of stable and barn (DNPA ref 0638/18).  Comments deferred pending a site visit on 8th December.

	17
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	DNPA PLANNING FOR INFORMATION 

	18
	FIELD AT MANLEY MEAD, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission received re erection of general purpose agricultural building (DNPA ref 0487/18)

	19
	ANY PLANNING ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

	20
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 5th November 2018

Current account

Investment account
	 1,872.49
 3,749.32
 5,621.81

	21
	INCOME

Bank Interest October 2018
DCC Investing in Devon grant

	       1.08         1,763.00   
1,764.08   

	22
	EXPENDITURE

Mrs J P Banks re November 2018 salary

	    211.46  
    211.46

	23
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 3rd December 2018

Current account

Investment account


	  3,424.03
  3,750.40
  7,174.43

	
	Balances include earmarked funds (£374.96):  £105 refundable allotment deposits / £109.50 Village Garden / £78.76 Clothing Bank  /  £81.70 Play Park

	
	Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, confirmed that he had checked and agreed the reconciliation of the bank statements to the financial records.  The Parish Council resolved to authorise the expenditure and approve the financial statements as at 3rd December 2018.
The Clerk requested the payment of two further invoices, received since publication of the agenda being payment in respect of grass maintenance (part of agreed contract) and payment for new plants for the Village Garden (purchase already previously agreed).

These payments will be included on the January agenda for formal authorisation.   

	OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

	24
	CHARGING POINTS FOR ELECTRIC CARS – the point was raised that if an electric car was purchased, a charging kit would be supplied with it.  This being so, the question was asked if the idea of a charging point was for local residents or visitors to the Parish.  It should also be considered that any system purchased is likely to be obsolete within a few years.  It is estimated that there are currently 200,000 electric cars on the roads and in ten years time, there will be 10 million.  An item will be placed in the January Unity and the Parish Council will wait to see if there is any feedback.   The subject will be an item for discussion on the agenda at the Annual Parish Meeting.

	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the meeting at 7.45pm.  The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak.

	
	Finance – Childre Children and Young People’s Services are under pressure.  Other departments are not spending as much as anticipated and it would appear that the year end will come out on budget.  Since 2009, £1.1 - £1.2 billion has been put towards the infrastructure. Money in the bank has to be paid back, but has been invested well in the meantime.  Schools here in Devon belong to the E40 group being one of the groups which receive a smaller amount per child, whilst other groups are receiving up to £250 per child more.  Regarding the Brexit negotiations, Devon County Council has been asked questions and internally criticised for not doing more.  In the event of a ‘no deal’ there is a figure of a number of jobs which will be adversely affected.   Three employees from Devon County Council Social Care are up for awards.   The County had the opportunity to apply for additional funds available from the Government and has been awarded £18.5m.  The County is looking at the drainage system of the road network and considering the use of some of this capital to look at this aspect.  Water ruins roads and if some of the water can be removed from the roads, considerable amounts will be saved.  Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) between Somerset and Devon – the process of the LEP doesn’t get scrutinised and the Government says it must.  Cllr Brook is chairing this committee which will look at how the LEP is run.  A Parish Councillor asked if the cost of school transport comes out of the ‘per child’ allowance.  Cllr Brook confirmed that the County pays for it.  However, when a child becomes 16, they must pay to get themselves to school.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.05pm

	
	LOCALISED FLOODING – see item 3

	26
	BUDGET FOR 2019/20 – the Parish Council discussed the draft budget presented by the Clerk and resolved to request a precept of £7,750 for 2019/20.

	27
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

	28
	PARISH COUNCIL WORKSHOP AT PARKE, BOVEY TRACEY 5th December – this event will be attended by Cllrs R Dowding, S Taylor and J Padgham.

	29
	NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE - the road past Beechtree Farm, Blackingstone will be closed to enable essential resurfacing works to take place between 6th and 7th December 2018.  Diversion signs will be in place.

	30
	BROADBAND USER SURVEY – a reminder that the survey closes on Sunday 9th December.

	31
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA
NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE – road past Middle Hole Farm, Bridford will be closed from Monday 7th – Friday 11th January 2019 to enable DCC Highways to undertake drainage works.
DARTMOOR LOCAL PLAN FIRST DRAFT CONSULTATION (Regulation 18)

The first draft has now been published for public consultation.  Consultation opens from 3rd December 2018 to 4th February 2019.   Details of how to access to be published in Unity and on the Bridford website.

TEIGN VALLEY COMMUNITY HALL REFURBISHMENT – courtesy notice detailing TVCH’s proposal to consult on and raise funds for a major refurbishment and to notify the Parish Council of its intention to seek its support for the project in due course.

	32
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parish Councillor spoke about the priorities at the junction of Neadon Lane and suggested that a mini roundabout could solve the problem of making everyone from both directions, slow down.   DCC Highways has already visited to view the junction and considers that the current priorities are correct.
The subject of parking on the bend opposite the phone box was again discussed.  This has always been an issue and although the PCSO has visited on a couple of occasions, there have never been any vehicles parked there at those times.

A Parish Councillor noted from Dunsford PC’s minutes that they had a visit from a member of DALC who was advising them in respect of a possible housing survey.  This prompted a short discussion as to when the last village survey was carried out in Bridford and whether or not it is felt that another is necessary.  Dunsford PC will be contacted to see if it considers that the DALC member’s visit was beneficial,

	
	There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman wished everyone a Happy Christmas and closed the meeting at 8.30pm

	
	

	
	………………………………………Chairman  ………………………………….2019

	
	CIRCULATION

Newsletters, Reports & Circulars

Miscellaneous
TDC Christmas Waste and Recycling information
Correspondence

Various


