	Minutes of Bridford Annual Parish Council Meeting held at Bridford Village Hall on Monday 14th May 2018 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllrs G Hearnden (chairman), A Lord, E Price, R Dowding, J Padgham, Mrs J P Banks (Clerk) and one member of the public.  Cnty Cllr Brook attended for part of the meeting.

	1
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN - Cllr Stephen Purser was unanimously elected as Chairman for the next twelve months, having indicated prior to the meeting that he was happy to be nominated in his absence.

	2
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN -  Cllr Jennifer Padgham was unanimously elected as vice Chairman for the next twelve months

	3
	ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE -  form signed by Cllr Padgham and will be signed by Cllr Purser at the next Parish Council meeting in June

	4
	APOLOGIES Cllrs S Purser and T Evans

	5
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - none

	6
	APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES

Village Hall – Cllr R Dowding 
TALC – Cllrs R Dowding and J Padgham
DNPA Consultative Committee – All Parish Councillors
Bridford Trust – Cllrs G Hearnden and R Dowding
Planning – All Parish Councillors
Lengths man – the Clerk
Play Area – Cllr E Price
Tree Warden – David Price
Parish Plan Development – All Parish Councillors
Allotments Representative – Francis Leversedge
Allotments PC Representative – the Clerk
Website – Jarrod Poynton and the Clerk
Snow Warden – Anne Mayes 
Snow Warden PC representative – Cllr S Purser

Village Garden – Cllr J Padgham

	PARISH COUNCIL AUDIT YEAR END 31 MARCH 2018

	7
	DATE OF EXTERNAL AUDIT – latest date for receipt of Annual Return 2nd July 2018

	8
	INTERNAL AUDIT – completed by Penny Clapham.  No issues found

	9
	NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT for date for exercise of Electors Rights 4th June – 13th July 2018.  Notice to be published on notice board, on website and in Unity

	10
	RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT year end 31 March 2018 approved by the Parish Council.  Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk

	11
	CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION – the Certificate of Exemption for Small Authorities with gross expenditure and gross income under £25,000 was agreed and  signed by the Responsible Financial Officer and the Chairman

	12
	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT – the Parish Council answered ‘yes’ to the questions and approved the Annual Governance Statement in section 1 of the 2017/18 Annual Return.  Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

	13
	ACCOUNTS – the Parish Council approved the Accounting Statements for 2017/18 in section 2 of the 2017/18 Annual Return.  Signed by the Clerk and the Chairman

	14
	STANDING ORDERS – annual review deferred until the June Parish Council meeting.

	15
	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS – reviewed and agreed by the Parish Council.  Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

	16
	INTERNAL CONTROL – reviewed and agreed by the Parish Council.  Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk

	17
	RISK ASSESSMENT – reviewed by the Parish Council, amendment to be made and signed off at the June Parish Council meeting.

	18
	ASSET REGISTER – reviewed and agreed by the Parish Council.  Signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.   The Clerk will contact the insurance company to ensure that the seats in the Village Garden are covered.

	19
	BANK ACCOUNT AUTHORISED SIGNATORIES – reviewed by the Parish Council, Francis Miles to be removed from the signature mandate.  Cllrs Stephen Purser and Jennifer Padgham to be added                                         
                                          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



	The formalities of the Annual Parish Council meeting having been completed, the meeting continued with other Parish Council business

	20
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION – a Parishioner complained about the ongoing lack of mobile phone signal availability from Vodaphone.  The Parish Council has already written to the company but has not received a response.  The Parishioner has spoken to Vodaphone on the telephone and advised that there is no work scheduled on the local mast for the next three months.  The Clerk will phone Vodaphone to try and find out what, if anything they can do to restore the signal.

	MATTERS ARISING from previous meeting

	21
	MINUTES – the Parish Council resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th April 2018 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

	22
	ALLOTMENTS – three half plots remain vacant.

	23
	PLAY PARK - the Clerk met with a contractor at the Play Park this afternoon and is awaiting an estimate to dig and prepare the foundations for the concrete table tennis table.   The net behind the goal posts has been put back up to protect the end bungalow from footballs.  The occupier of this property has asked if it would be a possibility for the goal posts to be relocated elsewhere on the Play Park site.   Cllr Price will meet with the Clerk to see if there is anywhere else suitable and if this would be viable.   Two young Parishioners who use the baseball court have offered to replace the nets and to repaint the markings on the court.

	24
	BRIDFORD HILL AND SNOW WARDEN – DCC Meeting.  Anne Mayes our Bridford Snow Warden will be attending a meeting at County Hall on 21st May and is hoping to be able  to speak to the Committee about the problems faced by Bridford’s volunteers.

	Cnty Cllr Brook joined the meeting at 7.50pm.  The Chairman welcomed him and invited him to speak

	
	Generally very quiet at the moment.  Highways advise there is a list of roads which there is a small budget for.  Smaller roads need to be looked at, one being the road from Bridford to Moretonhampstead.  General Highways – the constraint on finances is starting to have an impact.  There needs to be a serious injection of cash.   One area that continues to do well is the County Farm Estates which generates about £360,000 for the County Council.    Reports due out soon re Young Peoples’ Services and Care in the Community.  Cllr Brook advised that he has funds available to finance capital projects and if not used, these monies will be clawed back by the County.

	Cnty Cllr Brook left the meeting at 8.00pm

	25
	PARISH PLAN – Cllr Price is finalising the revised plan following the review meeting last month.

	26
	VILLAGE GARDEN – Cllr Hearnden and his son Richard were thanked for their input and overseeing of the clearing and tidying of the garden.   Cllr Padgham will ask Sarah at Teign Valley Nurseries if she would be willing to redesign the garden.  A Parishioner approached the Council with a suggestion that the name of the Village Garden could be changed to the Roger Clark Memorial Garden.  The Parish Council did not consider that this would be appropriate as the garden was purchased by the late Rosemary Garforth and Mark and Linda Steer and subsequently donated / transferred to the ownership of the Parish Council by their families.  It was however, agreed that some other sort of memorial to Roger, such as a seat in the garden, would be appropriate and a letter will be sent to Mrs Clark to ask for her thoughts. 

	27
	PARISH FOOTPATHS – there is just one footpath remaining to be walked.  All so far have been passable and in order with nothing of significance to be advised to the DNPA Ranger.

	28
	REPLACEMENT OF SEAT AT POUND LANE – Cnty Cllr Brook has kindly agreed to fund the purchase of a new bench, similar to the one outside the Village Hall.  A grant application form will be submitted to Cllr Brook

	29
	BRIDFORD MOBILE PHONE SIGNAL – dealt with earlier in the meeting under item 20

	30
	REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF PRIORITIES at junction of Neadon Lane and Moretonhampstead Road – Highways Department has indicated that unless there is an evidenced speed and accident issue at this location, it is unlikely that that a change of priorities would be considered.

	31
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – Dst Cllr Ford not present at the meeting.

	32
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – report detailed earlier in the minutes.

	33
	MEETINGS ATTENDED - three members of the Parish Council attended a meeting organised by the Snow Warden.  It is thought that the present gritting machine is not man enough for the job and consideration should be given as to ways of funding a better, replacement machine.   This will be put on the agenda for public discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting.   The actual mix of salt / grit will be queried with Highways as it clogs up the machine and can take up to two hours for volunteers to grit the hill.   Current location where machine is stored is not ideal.
Bridford Parish Council was well supported at the Three Parishes meeting hosted by Dunsford recently.  Meeting was very constructive and considered well worth doing.

At a recent meeting of the Village Hall Committee attended by representatives of the Parish Council, those present were shown all the work that has been completed and told about proposed projects for the future.

	PLANNING FOR DISCUSSION - none

	34
	ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	PLANNING FOR INFORMATION

	35
	STONEMILL HOUSE, BRIDFORD – Grant of Conditional Planning Permission re single storey rear extension (DNPA ref. 0096/18)

	36
	5 SCATTOR VIEW- Issue of Certificate of Lawful Use or Development re use of agricultural land as domestic garden (DNPA ref 0109/18)

	37
	MINE COTTAGE, CHRISTOW – Issue of Certificate of Lawful Use or Development re use of land for the purposes of agriculture (DNPA ref 0085/18)

	38
	BRIDFORD WOOD HOUSE, BRIDFORD – application has been withdrawn re erection of log store (DNPA ref 0119/18)

	39
	ANY PLANNING ITMES FOR INFORMATION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	FINANCE & ACCOUNTS 

	40
	NALC NATIONAL PAY SCALES 2018/19 – the Parish Council resolved to approve Clerk’s salary increase at existing current level SCP 25 to £12.012 per hour with effect from 1st April 2018.

	41
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 9th APRIL 2018

Current account

Investment account
	5,088.71
3,746.73
8,835.44

	42
	INCOME

1st half of annual precept  £3,875 less DALC sub deducted £121.77
Bank interest April 2018
Bridford Village Hall donation re skittles
	3,875.00
       0.32  

     42.00

3,917.32
                        

	43
	EXPENDITURE

Mrs J P Banks re April salary   
Mrs J P Banks re-imbursement of computer repairs paid to Graham Read 
DALC annual subscription £105.76 + £16.00 VAT = £121.76.  (Actual amount deducted from precept £121.77)
Penny Clapham re Internal Audit

Society of Local Council Clerks annual subscription

                        
	   211.42
     30.00   
   121.77
     50.00

     84.00
   497.19

	44
	ACCOUNT BALANCES 14th MAY 2018

Current account

Investment account
	  8,508.52
  3,747.05
12,255.57

	45
	Balances include earmarked funds: £120 refundable allotment deposits / £4,043 Play Park / £109.50 Village Garden / £136.76 Clothing Bank

	
	The Parish Council resolved to accept the accounts and approve the expenditure.  Cllr Dowding, designated by the Chairman, checked the reconciliation to the bank statement and the invoices to the cheque book.

	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

	46
	Parishioner’s suggestion to rename Village Garden in memory of Roger Clark – dealt with earlier in the meeting, item 26.

	47
	ANY ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION received since publication of the agenda - none

	OTHER ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

	48
	DEVON & CORNWALL POLICE – appointment of new Beat Manager PC 14970 Martin Beck.  Martin is hoping to attend the Annual Parish Meeting to introduce himself and explain his role in the community.

	49
	ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION RECEIVED SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA - none

	50
	PUBLIC DISCUSSION - A Parish Councillor asked if a representative of the Fete Committee should be invited to the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Clerk will email an invitation.  The Parish Council has been invited to visit Bridford Mine.   This has been arranged for 17th June.

	51
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – the next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on Tuesday 22nd May 2018 at 7.00pm in the upstairs room of the Village Hall.   The June Parish Council meeting will be held in the upstairs room of the Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 4th June 2018

	
	Original copy of minutes signed by the Chairman   4th June 2018

	
	CIRCULATION

Newsletters, Reports & Circulars,
Minutes of Three Parishes Meeting held at Dunsford 17th May 2018

Dunsford PC approved minutes of March meeting
Miscellaneous

TDC Amendments to the Register of Electors
Correspondence sent

Various


